
 

 

 
 
 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Are you getting rid of the geese in Rochester?  

Absolutely not, resident geese have a long history in the community dating back to Dr. 
Charles Mayo’s geese at Mayowood.  His small flock attracted migratory geese that visit 
Rochester every winter.  The control efforts are designed to limit the growth in the 
resident geese population.  
 
Why is Parks and Recreation concerned about the resident geese population?  

For many years, park and trail users have complained about goose droppings. Geese 
drop between 1.5 and 2 lbs of feces per day.  50 geese produce 18.25 tons of feces per 
year. The droppings increase in messiness and volume when geese are fed processed 
food.  The excrement contributes to water contamination, which has resulted in frequent 
closing of Foster Arend and Cascade Lake beaches. Bike trails are often slick with 
goose poop. Playgrounds, picnic tables and other amenities are frequently 
unapproachable.   
 
In addition to goose-human conflict, unchecked growth in the population can adversely 
affect the health of the resident geese. Crowding and over reliance on human food can 
lead to malnutrition and disease.   
 
What methods will be used to control the population?  
The Park Board approved egg addling, which involves treating eggs to prevent them 
from hatching. Parks and Recreation will be using the Humane Society of the United 
States (HSUS) Egg Addling Protocol.  Eggs are either coated with corn oil or replaced 
with a ceramic egg. Eggs are tested prior to treating. Any egg that has advanced 
beyond 14 days of incubation will not be treated with oil. Treated eggs and ceramic 
eggs will be removed at the end of the 28-day incubation.  
 
Will we see goslings this spring?   
Yes! We will not be treating nests on private property. Many nests may not be visible to 
the volunteers or contracted staff conducting the work. This project will be limited to four 
parks: Cascade Lake, Foster Arend, Silver Lake and Soldiers Field. By the time 
volunteers fan out to all areas of these parks, many of the eggs will be past the 14 day 
incubation period recommended by HSUS. All of this will result in a reduction in the 
2021 generation of goslings, but they will still be present throughout the parks.  
 
Why don’t you just use ceramic eggs, it seems more efficient than the oil 
treatment?  

HSUS recommends both methods. The logistics of purchasing ceramic eggs and 
coordinating the effort using them is a challenge. The Parks and Rec Department 

https://www.humanesociety.org/sites/default/files/docs/Canada%20Goose%20Egg%20Addling%20Protocol%202020.pdf
https://www.humanesociety.org/sites/default/files/docs/Canada%20Goose%20Egg%20Addling%20Protocol%202020.pdf


 

 

ordered a limited number of ceramic eggs to provide volunteers with some flexibility.  
They are currently on backorder.  
 
What’s the difference between resident geese and migratory geese?  

Migratory geese are native to artic and temperate regions of North America. These 
geese visit Rochester from September to approximately February, then they fly home to 
nest.  Resident geese are descendants of migratory geese that were captured to use as 
live decoys or to raise as domestic stock in the early 1900’s. They stay in the same 
region year-round.   
 
Aren’t Geese and other waterfowl protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
(MBTA)?  

Federal law provides flexibility in the management of resident Canada Geese when 
associated with human health, safety and agriculture through the Canada Goose Nest 
and Egg Depredation Order. The Humane Society of the United States provides 
guidelines for administering nest management. Parks and Recreation have received the 
required permits from US Fish and Wildlife and MN Department of Natural Resources.  
 
Can I volunteer?  
Unfortunately, volunteers had to be registered at the time of applying for the DNR 
permit. Adults ages 18 and over can sign up for next year.  
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https://www.rochestermn.gov/government/departments/parks-and-recreation/parks-trails/goose-management

