CITY LOOP: DEFINED
To better meet the transportation needs of current and future residents of
Rochester, the DMC Transportation Plan recommends creating a world-class
pedestrian and bicycle urban trail—the City Loop. The City Loop will create
a safe, enjoyable, healthy way to move about the DMC Development District,
experience the sights, visit local shops, and dine in local restaurants and
eateries.
The City Loop will:
• Directly satisfy 6 of the 8 DMC Core Areas, including Livable City, Retail &
Dining; Sports, Recreation & Nature; Hotel & Hospitality; Health & Wellness;
Entertainment, Arts and Culture, & Civic; and Transportation.
• Improve both the physical and mental health of employees, visitors, patients,
and patient companions through walking and biking instead of driving.
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• Act as a physical extension of the regional trail and open space system.
• Support Mayo Clinic strategic initiatives including the expansion of Sports
Medicine, Executive Health, and the Healthy Living Program.
• Offer year-round transportation and recreation utility. During winter months,
the City Loop could be maintained to allow for snow shoeing and cross
country skiing.
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CITY LOOP ALIGNMENT AT FINAL BUILDOUT

• Provide pedestrian and bicycle connections to each DMC sub-district, linking
visitors, residents, and workers to nature, culture, and entertainment—serving
users of all ages, interests, and abilities.
• The City Loop is one of the defining iconic investments that will prove its value
long after DMC funding is fully expended. It will catalyze development along
its alignment, offer visitors an attractive recreational and mobility option, and
extend the City’s existing trail and open space systems into the downtown
core.

indyculturaltrail.org

DEVELOPMENT PLAN

When people travel along the City Loop it will feel different from other streets
in Rochester. Unique textured pavement materials, landscaping, branding/
wayfinding, and intersection treatments will all contribute to an exceptional
walking and biking experience. This is an experience that has been established
in some of the world’s great urban trails. The most successful model for
this type of facility is the Indianapolis Cultural Trail which has been an
unprecedented success.

DESTINATION MEDICAL CENTER

DRAFT

5th Street NW

Civic Center Dr. NW

Transit Terrace

Kutzky
Park

Central Station
3rd Street NW

Civic Center Drive NE

Central
Park

Downtown
Waterfront

Heart of
the City
Mayo
Building

City Loop (full buildout)

1

10
8

2

4

7

9

2

5

3

Nice Ride bike share stations

4

Maintained two travel lanes

5

Stormwater bioswales with lush landscaping

6

Dense coverage of street trees

7

Clearly marked conflict zones at driveways,
intersections, and transit stops

8

Clear wayfinding and advisory signs

9

New drainage systems with sleek design

10 Decorative and City Loop-branded pedestrian
lighting

3
FIGURE 7.5-40 - CITY LOOP EXPERIENCES

AGE 128 | SECTION 7.0 - TRANSPORTATION PLAN

m

R

Government
Center

3rd Avenue SE

South Broadway

i

This model would be more fitting for visitors interested in exploring Olmsted County’s regional trail network since
it would allow longer-term rentals without overtime penalties and provide users a lighter bike better fitted for
traveling longer distances. However, the service would likely attract significant use of the City Loop urban trail.
The service could be delivered cost effectively using existing staff as rental agents at locations such as the planned
visitor center, hotel concierges,
local bike shops.plan
This bike
dmcordevelopment
2015share element has merit in Rochester, regardless of
whether urban, station-based bike sharing is funded and implemented.
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WHY INVEST IN BIKE SHARE FOR THE DMC?
RECOMMENDED BIKE SHARE SYSTEM INTEGREATEDBike
WITH
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share is transforming urban mobility, while demonstrating the ability to improve local environmental conditions,
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Portions of the City Loop will be designed as a muti-use path shared between people
walking and bicycles.

6

o

City Loop Connector

Other Trail Connection

Widened sidewalk space with decorative
pavers
Two-way separated bikeway with decorative
pavers

1st Avenue SW

Fully Accessible | Patient-Friendly

2nd Avenue SW

Walkable | Bikeable | Rollable

5th Street SW

4th Avenue SW

Place | Sights | Experiences

Zumbro Passage

1

Stabile

4th Street SW

Bike Share Station

r

Z

Discovery
Square

9th Avenue SW

CITY
LOOP

3rd Street SW

b
Bio
Business

u

Design Elements of the

Guggenheim

e

2nd Street SW

Saint Marys
Place

Civic
Center

Zumbro
Market

4th Avenue SE

12th Avenue SW

Highway 52

1st Street SW

Transit Pavilion

Center Street

Gonda
Building

E
AG
SS
PA

LOOP CONNECTOR

Dan Abraham
Healthy Living
Center

Park Blocks

RO
MB
ZU

DRAFT

Center Street

r

Methodist
Hospital

DESTINATION MEDICAL CENTER

v

1st Street NW

1st Avenue SE

DEVELOPMENT PLAN

North Broadway

2nd Street NW

NICE RIDE CENTERS: A SUPPORTIVE DMC INVESTMENT
As a supplement to the fixed station based bike share system, the DMC Transportation Plan recommends the
development of Nice Ride Centers simultaneously with a station-based bike share system. The Nice Ride Center
concept would offer a lighter-duty, high-quality bike with lights, fenders, and cargo-space intended for daily
transportation, but versatile for mid-distance recreational use. This would operate as a concierge service catered
toward visitors. The EDA could partner with Mayo Clinic to develop programs/activities for the sports practice and
healthy living program participants. The system would allow reservations for groups of business people or tourists,
but could go beyond recreational rental. Nice Ride Centers would offer long-term rentals at low prices on a trial
basis, intended to introduce people who are not cyclists to the experience of getting around on a high-quality bike
for everyday transportation.
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quality of life, public health, and economic activity. Further, bike share systems have proven to be popular among
residents, visitors, and businesses seeking walkable, vibrant, and urban neighborhoods—key elements that the
DMC seeks to achieve. While many DMC investments are recommended in this Transportation Plan, no other form
of public transportation is able to unlock such wide ranging benefits for such a modest level of capital and operating
investment. As such, bike share helps meet the DMC’s Core Areas related to transportation, health and wellness,
and livability and matches many of the healthy and active living initiatives promoted by Mayo Clinic.
With over 30 systems operating to date in the United States—including the Twin Cities’ successful bike share system,
Nice Ride MN—and over one hundred more in planning or pre-implementation stages, bike sharing is the fastest
growing form of public transportation in the United States. Providing quick, easy, and healthy mobility, bike share
is quickly becoming a form of public transit that is sought after by residents, employees, and visitors. It is not a
mobility tool applicable to big cities only. Many small- to mid-sized cities have implemented bike share, including
Madison, WI, Boulder, CO, and Chattanooga, TN.

Pictured above is the design of the Nice Ride Bemidji bike share bicycles
that were rolled out in 2014. The Bemidji bike share application is similar to
the Nice Ride Centers concept recommended for the DMC Development
District. These bicycles would be lighter than station-based bike share
bicycles provided by Nice Ride.
Image from Nice Ride MN
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WHO COULD OPERATE BIKE SHARE IN ROCHESTER?
The bike share system is recommended to be a satellite operation of Nice Ride MN—a Minneapolis-based nonprofit bike share operator with the mission to spread the benefits of bike share, bicycle transportation, and
recreation across the state. This organizational recommendation is based on the non-profit’s expertise in bike
share operations, their known and well-liked brand in Minnesota, and their funding backing from Blue Cross
Blue Shield. Nice Ride MN has identified Rochester as an opportunity city for its Greater Minnesota Strategy—an
effort to extend the benefits of bike sharing to communities beyond the Twin Cities and explore new bike share
technologies and operating structures necessary to meet a variety of user markets.
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WHAT IS THE CITY LOOP PROJECT?
J8620 dmc city loop
COMMUNITY BOARD : JANUARY 26, 2017

