SUSTAINABLE ROCHESTER
BUILDING ENERGY BENCHMARKING

The voluntary program and how to participate

WHAT IS BUILDING BENCHMARKING?
Benchmarking is the ongoing review of building energy and
water performance to ensure a building is using energy and
water as anticipated -- performance compared to its own anticipated performance over time or the performance of peers.
Building benchmarking puts the old saying “you manage what
you measure,” in to practice. It allows owners and occupants
to understand a building’s relative energy performance and
helps identify opportunities to cut energy waste.
Benchmarking combines two silos of information that have
never been merged before: utility meter consumption and
building characteristics. When used together, this information
helps building owners and occupants review whole-building
performance, compare to similar buildings locally and nationally, and identify opportunities to save money.
ROCHESTER’S ANNUAL PROGRAM PROCESS
Each year the program moves through a cycle of gathering
data from participating buildings (June 1), conducting data
checks to ensure a level of data quality and accuracy, evaluating annual performance trends across the city, and publishing
these trends.

FALL
City publicly
discloses the data
and presents
awards to highperforming buildings
SUMMER
City reviews and
analyzes the data

SPRING
City and
partners
provide free
training to
building
managers

SPRING
Building manager
enters data into
Portfolio Manager

BY JUNE 1
Building manager
submits data to the
city

Each year, technical assistance will be available through webinars, hotlines, and datajams.

PROGRAM OVERVIEW
Eligible Participants
Commercial or multifamily buildings over
25,000 square feet within the Rochester city
limits
Initial Participants:
• City of Rochester
• Olmsted County
• Rochester Public Schools
• Other leading commercial and
multifamily properties
Annual Data Submission Deadline
• June 1st each year for participants
(starting 2019)
Data Published Annually
• Fall of each year on the City of Rochester
website
Support Services and Tools
• The Center for Energy and Environment –
Technical training and reporting support
• Rochester’s Energy Commission –
Benchmarking 101 events
Learn More
Want to learn more generally, visit: www.
rochestermn.gov/departments/sustainability/
benchmarking
Interested in participating? Contact City of
Rochester’s Sustainability Director, Kevin
Bright: kevinbright@dmceda.org

BENCHMARKING PROGRAM BENEFITS
•
•
•
•

Performance transparency for building owners, operators, and municipal leaders aiming to achieve
energy and climate goals
Peer comparison provides a frame of reference for setting and achieving performance goals
Annual and ongoing public recognition for highest and most improved performers
Highlights utility and City energy efficiency programs and provides a forum for sharing operational
best practices to increase building performance across the community

ROCHESTER’S COMPREHENSIVE ENERGY LEADERSHIP
As a 2005 signatory of the US Mayors Climate Protection Agreement the City of Rochester has long sought a path
of environmental sustainability. The City’s 2016 Energy Action Plan states a goal of 80% greenhouse gas reduction
by 2050, and Rochester’s strong Energy Commission seeks to engage the community in developing and carrying
out practical strategies for reducing energy use. Now, through the Destination Medical Center Corporation’s extensive Development Plan, the community has further impetus to move energy and climate goals towards action.
In Rochester, large commercial buildings are significant energy users, consuming 70% 1 of city-wide greenhouse gas
emission from buildings. Targeting these largest energy users is a strategic way to move the City towards its goals.
The first step to reducing energy waste is to develop awareness of building energy performance through building
benchmarking. The City of Rochester is taking this step by implementing a voluntary benchmarking program that
will roll out in 2019.

Benchmarking: A Foundational Tool of Energy Leading Cities
Over twenty-five U.S. cities are implementing an energy benchmarking program. Benchmarking is no longer taking place in just the
largest cities, but mid-sized cities looking to reduce energy waste
and be sustainability leaders, such as Evanston, IL (pop. 75,000) and
Cambridge, MA (pop. 110,000). Currently these cities have realized
annual energy savings of 2-3% across participating buildings. These
savings fill a valuable gap for achieving local climate and energy goals
across the country.
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