
ORDINANCE NO___________  

ANORDINANCE REPEALING INWHOLE CHAPTERS 7-1, 7-2,  
7-3, 7-4, 7-5, 7-6, 7-7, 7-8, 7-9AND7-10ANDREPLACING WITH
NEWCHAPTERS 7-1, 7-2, 7-3, 7-4, 7-5, 7-6, 7-7, 7-8, 7-9, AND7- 
10ANDCREATING CHAPTERS 7-117-12, 7-13, 7-14AND7-15
OFTITLE 7 OFTHEROCHESTER CODE OFORDINANCES
RELATING TOHOUSING CODE.  

THECOMMON COUNCIL OFTHECITYOFROCHESTER ORDAINS:  

Section 1.       Chapter 7-1ofTitle7oftheRochester CodeofOrdinances ishereby
repealed andreplaced toreadasfollows:  

CHAPTER 7-1. GENERAL

Sec. 7-1. Preface.  

Thecouncilhasinvestigatedandfindsthefollowing:  

1) Thereexistsinthecitystructuresusedforhumanhabitationwhicharenowormaybecomeinthe
futuresubstandardwithrespecttostructure, equipment, ormaintenance. Suchconditions, together
withinadequateprovisionsforlightandair, insufficientprotectionagainstfirehazards, lackofproper
heating, unsanitary conditions, andovercrowding, constituteadangertothepublichealth, safetyand
welfareofitscitizens.  

2) Theexistenceofsuchconditions, factorsorcharacteristics adverselyaffectspublichealthandsafety
andleadstotheextensionandaggravationofurbanblight.  

3) Itisinthebestinterestofthepublichealth, safety, andwelfareofthepeopleofthecitytoestablish
andenforceminimumhousingstandards.  

Sec. 7-1-1. Guiding documents.  

ThisHousingCodewasdevelopedusingguidancefromboththeInternationalPropertyMaintenanceCode
andtheoriginalCityofRochesterHousingCode.  

TheInternationalPropertyMaintenance Code (IPMC®) establishesminimumrequirements forthe
maintenanceofexistingbuildings throughmodelcoderegulations thatcontainclearandspecificproperty
maintenanceandpropertyimprovement provisions.  

TheInternationalCodes (I-Codes) developedbytheInternationalCodeCouncil, areafamilyoffifteen (15)  
coordinated, modernbuildingsafetycodes, includingthisInternational PropertyMaintenance Code, which
helpensuretheengineeringofsafe, sustainable, affordableandresilientstructures.  

TheI-Codesarethemostwidelyaccepted, comprehensive setofmodelcodesusedintheUnitedStates.  
Allfiftystates, theDistrictofColumbia, andmanyothercountrieshaveadoptedtheI-Codesatthestateor
jurisdictional level.  

1

LFWorkflow-Admin
4590

LFWorkflow-Admin
K1



Sec. 7-1-2. Responsibilities ofthe department ofcommunity development.  

HousingandNeighborhood Services (HNS) isherebygivenandassignedtheresponsibility forsupervising
theadministration andenforcementoftheprovisionsofthistitle, referredtoasthe “HousingCodeoftheCity
ofRochester, Minnesota”. Administration andenforcementoftheprovisionsofthehousingcodeshallbe
throughandbythedirectorofcommunity developmentandpersonneloftheHNS. HNSisgiventhe
additional responsibilityoffurtherdevelopingacomprehensive andcoordinatedprogramforthe
improvementofpresenthousingconditionsinthecity.  

Sec. 7-1-3. Applicability and scope.  

Everyportionofabuildingorpremisesusedorintendedtobeusedfordwellingpurposes, excepthotels,  
motels, carefacilitieslicensedbythestateofMinnesotashallcomplywiththeprovisionsofthehousingcode
irrespectiveofwhensuchbuildinghasbeenconstructed, alteredorrepaired. Exceptashereinafter provided,  
anyconstruction, alteration, orrepairthereoforchangesofusetherein, whicharerequiredbytheprovisions
ofthehousingcode, shallbedoneinaccordancewithapplicableprovisionsoftheStateBuildingCode. If
anyprovisionofthehousingcodeisinconsistentwithacomparableandapplicableprovisionoftheState
BuildingCode, theprovisionoftheStateBuildingCodeshallgoverntotheextentofsuchinconsistency. As
usedinthissection, theterm "inconsistent" referstoanyprovisionswhichareconflictingorcontradictory
andshallalsorefertoprovisionsprovidedbytheStateBuildingCodewhicharenotfoundinthehousing
code.  

Sec. 7-1-4. Purpose.  

Thepurposeofthiscodeistoestablishminimumrequirements toprovideareasonable levelofhealth,  
safety, propertyprotectionandgeneralwelfare insofarastheyareaffectedbythecontinuedoccupancyand
maintenanceofstructuresandpremises. Existingstructuresandpremisesthatdonotcomplywiththese
provisionsshallbealteredorrepairedtoprovideareasonableminimumlevelofhealth, safetyandgeneral
welfareasrequiredherein.  

Sec. 7-1-5. Pre-existing dwellings.  

PursuanttoStateStatute326B.121, buildingsbuiltunderandinfullcompliancewiththecodeinforceatthe
timeofconstructionandproperlymaintainedandusedforonlysuchuseasoriginallypermittedshallbe
permittedtocontinuewithoutchange.  

Sec. 7-1-6. Conflicts; higher standard toprevail.  

Notwithstanding Section7-1-6, whereaprovisionofthehousingcodeisfoundtobeinconflictwitha
provisionofanyzoning, building, fire, safety, orhealthordinanceorcitycode, theprovisionthatestablishes
thehigherstandardforthepromotionandprotectionofthehealthandsafetyofthepeopleshallprevail.  

Sec. 7-1-7. Nuisance authority tocontinue.  

Nothinginthehousingcodeshallbeconstruedorinterpreted inanywaytoimpairorlimittheauthorityof
thecitytodefineanddeclarenuisancesoroftheDirectorofCommunityDevelopment, theChiefofPolice,  
orothergovernmental officialshavingjurisdiction withinthecitytocausetheremovalorabatementof
nuisancesasauthorizedbylaw.  
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Section 2.     Chapter 7-2ofTitle7oftheRochester CodeofOrdinances ishereby
repealed andreplaced toreadasfollows:  

CHAPTER 7-2. DEFINITIONS

Sec. 7-2-1. Scope.  

Unlessotherwiseexpresslystated, thefollowingtermsshall, forthepurposesofthiscode, havethe
meaningsshowninthischapter.  

Sec. 7-2-2. Interchangeability.  

Wordsstatedinthepresenttenseincludethefuture; wordsstatedinthemasculinegenderincludethe
feminineandneuter; thesingularnumberincludesthepluralandtheplural, thesingular.   

Sec. 7-2-3. Terms defined inother codes.  

WheretermsarenotdefinedinthiscodeandaredefinedintheStateBuildingCode, InternationalBuilding
Code, InternationalExistingBuildingCode, StateFireCode, InternationalFireCode, International FuelGas
Code, International MechanicalCode, StatePlumbingCode, InternationalPlumbingCode, International
ResidentialCode, InternationalZoningCode, StateElectricalCode, orNFPA70, suchtermsshallhavethe
meaningsascribedtothemasstatedinthosecodes.   

Sec. 7-2-4. Terms notdefined.  

Wheretermsarenotdefinedthroughthemethodsauthorizedbythissection, theMerriam-Webster
CollegiateDictionary, availableatwww.merriamwebster.com, shallbeconsideredasprovidingordinarily
acceptedmeanings. Thedictionaryisincorporatedbyreference, issubjecttofrequentchange, andis
availablethroughtheMinitexinterlibrary loansystem.   

Sec. 7-2-5. Parts.  

Whenever thewords “dwellingunit,” “dwelling,” “premises,” “building,” “roominghouse,” “roomingunit,”  
housekeepingunit” or “story” arestatedinthiscode, theyshallbeconstruedasthoughtheywerefollowed
bythewords “oranypartthereof.”  

APPEAL meansarequesttotheBoardofAppealsforareviewanddecisiononadetermination madeby
acodeofficial.   

ANCHORED meanssecuredinamannerthatprovidespositiveconnection.   

APARTMENT meansoneormoreroomslocatedwithinadwellingwithfacilities, whichareusedorintended
tobeusedbyasinglehouseholdforliving, sleeping, cooking, andeating.   

APPROVED meansacceptabletotheofficialcode.   

BASEMENT meansthatportionofabuildingthatispartlyorcompletelybelowgrade.  

BATHROOM meansaroomcontainingplumbingfixturesincludingabathtuborshower.   

BEDROOM meansanyroomorspaceusedorintendedtobeusedforsleepingpurposes ineithera
dwellingorsleepingunit.   

BOARD meanstheBoardofAppeals.   
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BUILDING/HOUSING INSPECTOR meanstheDirectorofCommunityDevelopment oranyoftheir
authorizedrepresentatives andassistants.   

CHANGE OFUSEmeanstheapprovedorexistingpurposeofapropertybeingalteredandhowitisbeing
occupied. Thiscouldrequireadditionalzoningand/orbuildingcodeapproval.   

CODEOFFICIAL meanstheofficialwhoischargedwiththeadministration andenforcementofthiscode,  
oranydulyauthorizedrepresentative.   

CONDEMN meanstoadjudgeunfitforoccupancy.   

COSTOFSUCHDEMOLITION OREMERGENCY REPAIRS meansthecostsshallincludetheactual
costsofthedemolitionorrepairofthestructureandlessrevenueobtainedifsalvagewasconductedprior
todemolitionorrepair. Costsshallinclude, butnotbelimitedto, expensesincurredornecessitated related
todemolitionoremergencyrepairs, suchasasbestossurveyandabatement ifnecessary; costsof
inspectors, testingagenciesorexpertsretainedrelativetothedemolitionoremergencyrepairs; costsof
testing; surveysforothermaterialsthatarecontrolledorregulatedfrombeingdumpedinalandfill; title
searches; mailing(s); postings; recording; andattorneyfeesexpendedforrecoveringofthecostof
emergencyrepairsortoobtainorenforceanorderofdemolitionmadebyacodeofficial, thegoverning
bodyorboardofappeals.   

DEPARTMENT OFCOMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT meanstheDepartmentofCommunityDevelopmentat
thecity.   

DETACHED meansastructuralelementisphysicallydisconnected fromanotherandthatconnection is
necessarytoprovideapositiveconnection.   

DETERIORATION meanstoweaken, disintegrate, corrode, rustordecayandloseeffectiveness.   

DWELLING UNIT meansasingleunitprovidingcomplete, independent livingfacilitiesforoneormore
persons, includingpermanentprovisionsforliving, sleeping, eating, cookingandsanitation.   

DWELLING UNIT, EFFICIENCY meansadwellingunitwhereallpermanentprovisionsforliving, sleeping,  
eating, andcookingarecontainedinasingleroom.  

EASEMENT meansthatportionoflandorpropertyreservedforpresentorfutureusebyapersonoragency
otherthanthelegalfeeowner(s) oftheproperty. Theeasementshallbepermittedtobeforuseunder, on
orabovesaidlotorlots.   

EFFICIENCY APARTMENT meansanapartmentconsistingofnotmorethanonehabitableroomwitha
kitchenetteandsanitary facilities.   

EMERGENCY ESCAPE ANDRESCUE OPEING: Anoperableexteriorwindowdoororothersimilardevice
thatprovidesforameansofescapeandaccessforrescueintheeventofanemergency.  

EQUIPMENT SUPPORT meansthosestructuralmembersorassembliesofmembersormanufactured
elements, includingbraces, frames, lugs, snugger, hangersorsaddles, thattransmitgravityload, lateral
loadandoperatingloadbetweentheequipmentandthestructure.   

EXTERMINATION meansthecontrolandeliminationofinsects, rodents, orotherpestsbyeliminating their
harborageplaces, byremovingormakinginaccessiblematerials thatmayserveastheirfood, byspraying,  
fumigating, trappingorbyanyotherrecognized andlegalpesteliminationmethodsapprovedbythe
extermination professional.     

EXTERIOR PREMISES meansthatpartofaresidential lotorpropertythatisnotcoveredbyanenclosed
buildingorstructure, regardlessofwhethertheviewfromoutsidethepropertyisshieldedbyafence,  
vegetationorotherstructure.  Theterm “ExteriorPremises” includes, butisnotlimitedtotheyard, open
porches, andareasunderstructuresthatarenotentirelyenclosed, suchasacarport.   
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EXTERIOR PROPERTY meanstheopenspaceonthepremisesandonadjoiningpropertyunderthe
controlofownersoroperatorsofsuchpremises.   

GARBAGE meansanimalorvegetablewasteresultingfromthehandling, preparation, cooking, and
consumption offood.   

GUARD meansabuildingcomponent, orasystemofbuildingcomponents locatedatorneartheopen
sidesofelevatedwalkingsurfaces, whichminimizethepossibilityofafallfromthewalkingsurfacetoa
lowerlevel.   

GRADEmeanstheaverageofthefinishedgroundlevelatthecenterofallwallsofabuilding. Incasewalls
areparalleltoandwithinfivefeetofasidewalk, theabovegroundlevelshallbemeasuredatthesidewalk.   

HABITABLE SPACE meansspaceinastructure forliving, sleeping, eatingorcooking. Bathrooms, toilet
rooms, closets, halls, storageorutilityspaces, unfinishedattics, andsimilarareasarenotconsidered
habitablespaces.   

HISTORIC BUILDING meansanybuildingorstructurethatisoneormoreofthefollowing:   

1. Listedorcertifiedaseligibleforlisting, bytheStateHistoricPreservationOfficerortheKeeperofthe
NationalRegisterofHistoricPlaces, intheNationalRegisterofHistoricPlaces.  

2. Designatedashistoricunderanapplicablestateorlocallaw.  
3. CertifiedasacontributingresourcewithinaNationalRegisterorstateorlocallydesignatedhistoric

district.  

HOUSEHOLD isdefinedas: agroupofindividualspersonslivingtogetherasarelativelystableand
permanentwithabonafidesinglehousekeeping unitthatisunlikelytohaveanysignificantnegativeimpact
ontheresidentialcharacteroftheneighborhood includingsuchcharacteristics asafamily-likestructureof
authority, anintegratedeconomicunit, orevidenceofadomesticbondbetweenmembers.   

HOUSEKEEPING UNITmeansaroomorgroupofroomsformingasinglehabitablespaceequippedand
intendedtobeusedforliving, sleeping, cooking, andeatingthatdoesnotcontain, withinsuchaunit, a
toilet, lavatoryandbathtuborshower.   

HOUSING CODEmeansthehousingcodeofthecitycontained inthistitle, alsoreferredtoascode
throughout.   

IMMINENT DANGERmeansaconditionthatcouldcauseseriousorlife-threatening injuryordeathatany
time.   

INFESTATION meansthepresence, withinorcontiguousto, astructureorpremisesofinsects, rodents,  
vermin, orotherpests.   

INOPERABLE MOTOR VEHICLEmeansavehiclethatcannotbedrivenuponthepublicstreetsforreasons
includingbutnotlimitedtobeingunregistered, wrecked, abandoned, inastateofdisrepair, orincapableof
beingmovedunderitsownpower.   

IPMCmeansInternationalPropertyMaintenance Code.   

KITCHEN means aroomorareaintendedtostoreandpreparefoodandincludesthefixturesand
appliancesrequiredtofacilitatethesanitationoffood, foodpreparationareas, andcookingappliancesand
utensils. Theroomorareamustincludeanapprovedsink, refrigerator, andcookrange, and/ormicrowave
oven.   

KITCHENETTE (ALLOFABOVE EXCEPT STOVE) meansaroomorareaintendedtostoreandprepare
foodandincludethefixturesandappliancesrequiredtofacilitatethesanitationoffood, foodpreparation
areas, andutensils. Theroomorareamustincludeanapprovedsinkandrefrigerator.   

LABELED meansequipment, materialsorproductstowhichhavebeenaffixedalabel, seal, symbolor
otheridentifyingmarkofanationallyrecognized testinglaboratory, approvedagencyorotherorganization
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concernedwithproductevaluationthatmaintainsperiodicinspectionoftheproductionoftheabove-labeled
itemsandwhoselabeling indicateseitherthattheequipment, materialorproductmeetsidentifiedstandards
orhasbeentestedandfoundsuitableforaspecifiedpurpose.   

LETFOROCCUPANCY ORLETmeanstopermit, provide, orofferpossessionoroccupancyofadwelling,  
dwellingunit, roomingunit, building, premiseorstructurebyapersonwhoisorisnotthelegalownerof
recordthereof, pursuanttoawrittenorunwrittenlease, agreementorlicense, orpursuanttoarecordedor
unrecordedagreementofcontractforthesaleofland.   

LICENSEE ORAPPLICANT meansanownerofpropertywhopossessesorappliesforaregistration
certificate, anownerofpropertyseekingtorenewaregistration certificate, andeitherofthosepersons'  
agents, employeesorrepresentatives.  

NEGLECT meansthelackofpropermaintenanceforabuildingorstructure.   

NON-CONFORMING meansaproperty, structure, orlandusethatdoesnotcomplywithcurrentbuilding
and/orzoningregulationsbutwaslawfulwhenestablished. Knownas "grandfathered" use, theseproperties
cangenerallycontinuetooperate, thoughtheyoftenhaverestrictionsonrebuilding, expanding, or
renovatingifdamagedorsold.  

OCCUPANCY meansthepurposeforwhichabuildingorportionthereofisutilizedoroccupied.   

OCCUPANT meansanyindividual livingorsleepinginabuildingorhavingpossessionofaspacewithina
building.   

OPENABLE AREAmeansthatpartofawindow, skylightordoorwhichisavailableforunobstructed
ventilation, andwhichopensdirectlytotheoutdoors.   

OPERATOR meansanypersonwhohascharge, careorcontrolofastructureorpremisesthatisletor
offeredforoccupancy.   

OWNERmeansanyperson, agent, operator, firmorcorporation havinglegalorequitable interestinthe
property; orrecordedintheofficialrecordsofthestate, countyormunicipalityasholdingtitletotheproperty;  
orotherwisehavingcontroloftheproperty, includingtheguardianoftheestateofanysuchperson, and
theexecutororadministratoroftheestateofsuchpersoniforderedtotakepossessionofrealpropertyby
acourt.   

PEERREVIEW:   Anindependentandobjectivetechnicalreviewconductedbyanapproved thirdparty.  

PERSONmeansanindividual, corporation, partnershiporanyothergroupactingasaunit.   

PESTELIMINATION meansthecontrolandeliminationofinsects, rodentsorotherpestsbyeliminating
theirharborageplaces; byremovingormakinginaccessible materialsthatserveastheirfoodorwater; by
otherapprovedpesteliminationmethods.  Aprofessionalexterminator mayberequireddependentonthe
infestation.  

PLUMBING meansallofthefollowingsuppliedfacilitiesandequipment: gaspipes, gas-burningequipment,  
waterpipes, garbagedisposalunits, wastepipes, waterclosets, sinks, installeddishwashers, lavatories,  
bathtubs, showerbaths, installedclotheswashingmachines, catchbasins, drains, vents, andanyother
similarsuppliedfixtures, togetherwithallconnections towater, sewerorgaslines.   

PREMISES meansalot, plotorparcelofland, easement, orpublicway, includinganystructuresthereon.   

PUBLIC WAYmeansanystreet, alley, orotherparceloflandthat: isopentotheoutsideair; leadstoa
street; hasbeendeeded, dedicatedorotherwisepermanently appropriated tothepublicforpublicuse; and
hasaclearwidthandheightofnotlessthantenfeet (3,048mm).   

REFUSEmeansalltypesofgarbage, rubbish, andresidentialsolidwaste.   

ROOMING HOUSEmeansabuildingdesignedasadetachedone-householddwelling, containing
habitableunitsprovidingsleepingand/orlivingaccommodations butnoteatingorcooking
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accommodations, forthreeormoreindividualswhoarenotmembersoftheowner'soroperator'srelated
household. Mealsmayormaynotbeprovidedaspartoftheservicesincludedascompensation.  

ROOMING UNITORSINGLEOCCUPANCY UNIT (SRO)meanspermittedifitsatisfiesallthefollowing:   

1. TheSROunitmusthaveahabitableroomofnotlessthan120squarefeetofsuperficial floorarea.  
Anadditional50squarefeetofsuperficial floorareamustbeprovidedforeachoccupant, morethan
two.  

2. TheSROunitshallnotcontainakitchenorkitchenette. Arefrigeratorand/ormicrowaveovenmay
beusedwithintheunit. Heatproducingfoodpreparation appliances, including, butnotlimitedto,  
stoves, hotplates, electricfrypans, crockpots, andtoasterovens, shallnotbeusedorstoredwithin
theunit.  

3. TheSROunitmustbeprovidedwithaseparatebathroommeetingtherequirementsofthecodeor
sharedfacilitiesinaccordancewiththefixturerequirementsofthebuildingcodeineffectatthetime
ofissuanceoftheinitialregistrationcertificate.  

RUBBISHmeanscombustibleandnoncombustible wastematerials, exceptgarbage; thetermshallinclude
theresiduefromtheburningofwood, coal, cokeandothercombustiblematerials, paper, rags, cartons,  
boxes, wood, excelsior, rubber, leather, treebranches, yard trimmings, tincans, mineralmatter, glass,  
crockeryanddustandothersimilarmaterials.   

SINGLE ROOM OCCUPANCY (SRO) UNITmeansanyroomorgroupofroomsformingasinglehabitable
unitusedorintendedtobeusedforliving, sleeping, andeating, withaleaseperiodofatleast30days.   

SLEEPING UNITmeansroomorspaceinwhichpeoplesleep, whichcanalsoincludepermanentprovisions
forliving, eatingandeithersanitationorkitchenfacilities, butnotboth. Suchroomsandspacesthatare
partofadwellingunitarenotsleepingunits.   

STRICT LIABILITY OFFENSEmeansanoffenseinwhichprosecution inalegalproceeding isnotrequired
toprovecriminalintentasapartofitscase. Itisenoughtoprovethatthedefendanteitherdidanact, which
wasprohibited, orfailedtodoanact, whichthedefendantwaslegallyrequiredtodo.   

STRUCTURE meansthatwhichisbuiltorconstructed.   

TENANTmeansaperson, corporation, partnership, orgroup, whetherornotthelegalownerofrecord,  
occupyingabuildingorportionthereofasaunit.   

SUPERFICIAL FLOOR AREAmeansthenetfloorareawithintheenclosedwallsofaroominwhichthe
ceilingheightisnotlessthanfivefeet, excludingareaoccupiedbyclosetsandbuilt-inequipmentsuchas
cabinets, kitchenunits, fixturesandappliances.   

TEMPORARY HOUSINGonprivatepropertymeansanytent, trailer, orotherstructureusedforhuman
shelterdesignedtobetransportable andwhichisnotpermanentlyattachedtotheground, toanother
structure, ortoanyutilitiessystemonthesamepremisesformorethan30daysinacalendaryear.   

TOILET ROOMmeansaroomcontainingawaterclosetorurinalbutnotabathtuborshower.   

ULTIMATE DEFORMATION meansthedeformationatwhichfailureoccursandthatshallbedeemedto
occurifthesustainable loadreducesto80percentorlessofthemaximumstrength.   

VENTILATION meansthenaturalormechanicalprocessofsupplyingconditionedorunconditioned airto,  
orremovingsuchairfrom, anyspace.   

WATER CLOSETmeansaroomcontainingaflushtoilet.   

WORKMANLIKE STATE OFMAINTENANCE ORREPAIR meansastateofmaintenanceorrepairwhich
reasonablyapproximates thestandardofconstruction, fabrication, strength, functionalutility, durability,  
surfaceappearance, andsurfacecomposition foundinsimilarworkproductsofprofessional craftsman
performingsimilarworkinthecommunity.    
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WORKMANLIKE. Executedinaskilledmanner, e.g., generallyplumb, level, square, inline, undamaged
andwithoutmarringadjacentwork.  

YARDmeansanopenspaceonthesamelotwithastructure.   

Section 3.     Chapter 7-3ofTitle7oftheRochester CodeofOrdinances ishereby
repealed andreplaced toreadasfollows:  

CHAPTER 7-3. RENTAL UNIT REGISTRATION

Sec. 7-3-1. Definitions.   

Thefollowingwords, termsandphrases, whenusedinthistitle, shallhavethemeaningsascribedtothem
inthissection, exceptwherethecontextclearlyindicatesadifferentmeaning:   

Appropriate actionmeanstheactionwhichareasonable rentalpropertyownerwouldtakebaseduponthe
factsandcircumstances ofeachcasesoastopreventareoccurrenceofthedisorderlyuse.   

Disorderly ordisorderly usemeansconductoccurringonthelicensedpremises, whichviolatesaprovision
ofsection7-3-19.  

License meansaregistrationcertificateortherighttoreceivearegistrationcertificateasrequiredbythis
chapter.   

Licensed premises orpremises meansthepropertyowned, operated, ormanagedbyarentalproperty
ownerandshallrefertoanindividualunitwithinamulti-unitcomplexwhenapplicable.   

Rental property owner meansonewhoholdsthelicenseorwhoisotherwiseobligatedtoobtainand
maintainthelicenseasrequiredbythischapter.   

Sec. 7-3-2. Registration certificate required.  

1. Exceptaspermittedinsubsection (3) ofthissection, noownershallallowanotherpersontooccupy,        
norshallanypersonrentoroffertorenttoanotherforoccupancy, anydwelling, oranyapartmentor
roomingunitinanydwelling, withoutfirstobtainingaregistrationcertificateasprovidedinthischapter.       
Thisregistrationcertificateisalsoreferredtowithinthischapterasarentallicenseorlicense. Any
registrationcertificateobtainedpursuanttothissectionshallbeissuedinthenameoftheowner. Inthe
caseofamultipleunitdwelling, aregistrationcertificate issuedpursuanttothissectionincludesand
appliestoboththeentiredwellingaswellaseachindividualrentalunitwithinthedwelling. Any
suspensionorrevocationoftheregistrationcertificateortherighttoreceivearegistrationcertificate
mayinvolvetheentiredwellingoranindividualunitwithinthedwelling.  

2. Allapplicablefeesmustbepaidbeforeaninspectioncanbescheduled.   
3. Thepropertyisconfirmedasahomesteadpropertythroughtaxrecords, isdocumentedunderatrust,  

orisarecordedcontract fordeedthroughpropertytaxrecords.  
4. Duringtherentallicenserenewalprocess, theoccupancyorrentalofanydwelling, oranyapartment

orroomingunitinanydwellingforwhicharegistration certificateisrequired, neednotbeinterrupted
orsuspendedforlackofaregistrationcertificateifthesameisduetotheinabilityofthedirectorto
processtheapplicationinatimelymanner, oriftheownerisintheprocessofcomplyingwithanotice
ofdeficiencies fromthedirectorwithintheperiodoftimeauthorizedbythedirector.   

5. Forpurposesofthischapter, theterm "director" meansthedirectoroftheCommunityDevelopment
Departmentorthedirector'sdesignee.  
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6. Whentheownerofthedwellingisnotaresidentordoesnotmaintainacorporateofficeinthestate,  
theownermustappointaresidentagentresidinginthestatetoacceptserviceofprocessoranyother
document inanyactionorproceedingrelatedtothedwelling. Inaddition, whentheownerofthedwelling
isnotaresidentofHouston, Winona, Fillmore, Olmsted, Goodhue, Dodge, MowerorWabashaCounty,  
theownermustappointapropertymanagerresidinginoneoftheabovecountiestoactastheowner's
agentinmanagingandsupervising thedwelling. Theresidentagentandthepropertymanagermaybe
thesameperson. Theresidentagentcannotbeatenantoccupyingthedwelling, unlesstheyare
employedbythepropertymanagement company. Theresidentagentandthepropertymanagermust
signtheapplicationfortheregistrationcertificate. Theownermaynotchangetheidentityorthelocation
oftheresidentagentorpropertymanagerwithoutfirstobtaininganamendedregistrationcertificate
reflectingthechangedinformation.  

7. Anownerseekingtorelyonsubsection (6) ofthissectioninordertobeexemptedfromtheregistration
certificaterequirementmustcomplywithallofthefollowingconditions:  
a. Theownermustlistthevacantdwellingforsaleinthemultiplelistingservicerealestatemarket.  
b. Theownermustcontractwithalicensedrealestatecompanyregisteredtodobusinessinthestate

thatperformspropertymaintenance servicesfordwellingslistedforsale.   
c. Thedwellingmustbeasingle-householddwelling, orasingleunitofcondominium ortownhouse.   
d. Anowner, otherthanalendinginstitutionsellingforeclosedproperties, ispermittedoneexemption.   

Sec. 7-3-3. Application for registration certificate.  

Anapplicationforaregistration certificationshallbefiledbytheowner, ortheowner'sagentwiththeDirector
ofCommunity Development.  Anapplicationforanydwellingtobeconverted toauserequiringaregistration
certificateshallbemadeandfiledwiththedirectoratleast30dayspriortosuchconversion.   

Sec. 7-3-4. Application forms.  

TheDirectorofCommunityDevelopment mustsupplyapplication formsforregistrationcertificates.   

Sec. 7-3-5. Applications.  

Eachapplicationforregistrationcertificateshallcontainthefollowinginformation:   

1) Name, residenceaddress, telephonenumber, dateofbirth, andsignatureoftheownerofthedwelling.  
Inlieuoftheowner'ssignature, theownermayprovideacertificationauthorizing thepropertymanager
toexecutedocumentsontheowner'sbehalf. Iftheownerisapartnership, thenameofthepartnership,  
andthename, residenceaddress, telephonenumber, anddateofbirthofthemanagingpartner. Ifthe
ownerisacorporation, thenameandaddressofthecorporation, andthename, address, telephone
number, anddateofbirthofthechiefoperatingofficer. Ifthedwellingisbeingsoldonacontractfordeed,  
thenameandaddressofthecontractvendeemustappear. Wheretheterm "owner" isusedinanypart
ofthecityhousingcode, itshallincludeallpersonsasoutlinedinthissection.  

2) Name, residenceaddress, telephonenumber, dateofbirthandsignatureofanyagentappointedbythe
ownertoacceptserviceofprocessandtoreceiveorgivereceiptfornotices.  

3) Name, residenceaddress, telephonenumber, dateofbirthandsignatureofanypropertymanager,  
operatororagentactivelyinvolvedinmaintenanceormanagementofsaiddwelling.  

4) Legalstreetaddressofthedwelling.  
5) Completedetailsofthenumberandkindofunitsofferedforrent, classifiedastothetypeofunitonthe

application, andthefacilities incorporated insuchrentalunits.  
6) Anypersonmakingapplicationforarentalregistrationcertificatemustprovideproofofidentificationby

usingadriver'slicense, state-issuedidentificationcard, militaryidentificationcard, orsuchother
identificationasisacceptable tothedirector. Theidentification providedmustsetforththefullnameand
dateofbirthofthepersonmakingtheapplication.  
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7) Anacknowledgment thattheapplicanthasreviewedandunderstands theprovisionsofthischapter,  
intendstoabidebytheprovisionsandwillincludereferencetothischapterinanywrittenleaseusedin
rentingtheproperty.  

Sec. 7-3-6. Registration certificate standards.  

1) Nopersonmaybeissuedaregistrationcertificateunlesstheysatisfythestandardsprovidedinthis
section. Failuretocomplywithanyofthesestandardsatanytimeshallbeadequategroundsforthe
denial, refusaltorenew, suspensionorrevocationofaregistrationcertificate, ortheimpositionofafine
uponthelicenseeorapplicantconsistentwithsection7-3-20. Exceptwherespecificallynoted, itisnot
necessaryforacriminalconvictiontoexistinordertosupportadetermination thataviolationofa
standardhasoccurred. Anysuspensionorrevocationsanctionimposedpursuanttothissectionmust
belimitedtothelicensee'sorapplicant'sregistration certificate, orthelicensee'sorapplicant'srightto
obtainaregistrationcertificate, forthenoncompliant property.   

Asusedinthischapter, theterm "licenseeorapplicant" asestablished inthedefinitionssectionofthis
code.   

2) Aregistrationcertificateshallbeissuedif:   
a) Thelicensee'sorapplicant'sapplication formcontainsfactsthatpermitissuanceofthecertificate

incompliancewithallapplicablestatelawsandcityordinances.   
b) Thelicenseeorapplicanthaspaidtherequired licenseorreinspectionfee.   
c) Thelicenseeorapplicanthasnotintentionallymadeinaccurateorincorrectrepresentations of

materialfactsontheapplication form. Thelicenseeorapplicanthasnotintentionally made
inaccurateorincorrectoralorwrittenrepresentations toacityofficialregardingtherentaldwelling
unitortheownershipoftherentaldwellingunit.   

d) Rentaldwellingunitsdonotexceedthemaximumnumberofdwellingunitspermittedbythis
Code.   

e) Norentaldwellingorrentaldwellingunitisoveroccupiedorillegallyoccupiedinviolationofthis
Code.   

f) Thelicenseeorapplicanthasnotallowedweeds, vegetation, junk, debrisorrubbishto
accumulate repeatedlyontheexteriorofthedwellingsoastocreateanuisanceconditionunder
chapter8-3. Theterm "repeatedly" referstothosesituationswhenthecitywasrequiredtoabate
suchnuisanceunderchapter8-3morethantwotimesduringa12-monthperiod.   

g) Thedwellingcomplieswithallfederal, stateandcitylawsandordinances.   
h) Thelicenseeorapplicantallowsthecitytoperformrentalinspections.   
i) Thelicenseeorapplicantmaintainsacurrentregisterofalltenantsandotherpersonswitha

lawfulrightofoccupancytoadwellingunitandthecorresponding floornumber, andunitnumber
and/orletterand/ordesignationofsuchunitwithinthebuilding. Theregisteriskeptcurrentatall
times. Thelicenseehasdesignatedthepersonwhohaspossessionoftheregisterandshall
informtheDirectorofCommunityDevelopmentofthelocationatwhichtheregisteriskept. The
registerisalwaysavailable forreviewbythedirectorortheirauthorized representatives.   

j) Thelicenseeorapplicanthasnodelinquentpropertytaxesorassessmentsontherentaldwelling
andisnotdelinquentonanyfinancialobligationsowingtothecityunlessreasonablepayment
arrangementhasbeenreached.   

k) Thelicenseeorapplicanthasnodirectpersonalorfinancial interestinaregistrationcertificate
thatiscurrentlysuspendedpursuanttothischapter.   

l) Thelicenseeorapplicanthasnolegalorequitable interestinapersonwhoserighttoapplyand
receivearegistrationcertificateiscurrentlysuspendedorrevokedpursuanttothischapter.   
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m) Thelicenseeorapplicanthasnolegalorequitable interestintwoormoreregistrationcertificates
revoked, suspendedoranycombination thereof, pursuanttothischapter, duringthepastfive
years.   

n) Thelicenseeorapplicanthasnothadwithinthepasttwoyearsfourviolationsofsection7-3-2(1)  
allowingadwellingtobeoccupiedorrentedwithoutfirstobtainingaregistrationcertificate).   

o) Thelicensee'sorapplicant'sactionshavenotcreatedathreatordangertothepublic'shealth,  
safetyorwelfareasitrelatestotheproperty.   

p) Thelicenseeorapplicanthasnotallowedthedwellingtobeusedinsuchamannerasto
constituteabreachofthepeace, amenacetothepublic'shealth, safetyorwelfare, oran
unreasonable disturbance tothepeaceandcomfortofthecity'sresidentsasitrelatestothe
property.   

q) Thelicenseeorapplicanthasnotintimidatedorretaliated, ormadeanythreatofevictionor
retaliation, againstatenantsolelyandexclusivelybecausethetenantmadeorfiled, or
threatened tomakeorfile, acomplaintwiththecommunitydevelopment, policeorfire
departments regardingtherentaldwellingunitandanymatterwithinanyofthedepartment's
jurisdiction.   

r) Thelicenseeorapplicanthascompletedthelandlordpublicsafetyseminar. Alicenseeor
applicantsatisfiesthisrequirementbyproofthatitsmanagement companyhascompletedthis
program.   

Sec. 7-3-7. Compliance with zoning requirements.  

Acertificateapprovedbythezoningadministrator indicatingthatthe dwelling'sproposeduseisin
compliancewithallcityzoningrequirements isincludedineveryapplicationforaregistrationcertificate.   

Sec. 7-3-8. Investigation.  

Thedirectorshallinvestigateallapplications fortheregistrationcertificatetoverifythatthedwellings,  
apartments, orroomingunitsthatarenon-owneroccupiedcomplywiththeprovisionsofthisCode, including
anyprovisionofthezoning, building, firesafety, orhealthordinancesapplicable inSections7-1-3and7-1- 
7.   

Sec. 7-3-9. Issuance and posting ofregistration certificate.  

TheDirectorofCommunityDevelopment mustissuearegistrationcertificatewhenevertheinvestigation of
anapplication indicatesthatthedwellings, apartments, orroomingunitsofferedforrentcomplywithall
provisionsofthisCode, includinganyprovisionsofthezoning, building, firesafety, orhealthordinances
applicable inSections7-1-3and7-1-7. Everyregistrantofadwelling, apartmentorroomingunitofferedfor
rentshallposttheregistrationcertificateinavisibleplace.   

Sec. 7-3-10. Notice ofviolation.  

TheDirectorofCommunityDevelopmentmustservenoticetotheapplicant, asrequiredbySection7-6-9,  
wheneverthedirector'sinvestigationofanapplicationforregistrationcertificate indicatesthatthedwelling,  
apartmentorroomingunitthatisnon-owneroccupieddoesnotcomplywiththeprovisionsofthisCode.  
Additionally, ownersofrentalpropertymustgivenoticeofoutstandingviolationsunderSection7-3-20to
purchasersofsuchproperty.   
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Sec. 7-3-11. Rejection ofapplication.  

Whenever theinvestigationofanapplicationforaregistrationcertificate indicatesthatthedwelling,  
apartmentorroomingunitdoesnotcomplywiththeprovisionsofthisCode, andfromthenatureof
theviolations, thedwelling, apartmentorroomingunitcannotbebroughtuptomeettheminimum
requirements, theDirectorofCommunityDevelopment shallreturntheapplication totheapplicantstating
thereasonsfortherejectionoftheapplication.   

Sec. 7-3-12. Appeals.  

Anyapplicantwhoseapplicationforregistration certificatehasbeenrejectedbytheDirectorofCommunity
Development, mayrequestandshallbegrantedahearinginthematterbeforetheboardofappealsunder
theprocedures foundinSection7-6-13.   

Sec. 7-3-13. Failure toregister.  

Everypersonrequiredtoregisteradwelling, apartment, orroomingunitundertheprovisionsofthischapter,  
andwhofailstodoso, orwhoallowsthepropertytobeoccupiedwhentheregistrationcertificateorright
toreceivesuchregistrationcertificateisrevokedorsuspended, shallbeguiltyofaviolationofthisCode.  
Eachdaythatapropertyisrentedoutwithoutavalidrentalregistrationcertificateonfileforthatpropertyis
aseparateviolation. Aviolationofthissectionshallbepenalizedasnotedbelow:   

1. Fornewownersthatdonothaveexistingrentalsorhavenothadrentalsinthepast5years:  
a. FirstWrittenWarning
b. NoticeofViolationwitha $250fee
c. FinalNoticeofViolationwithanadditional $500fee
d. Referralforlegalaction – Misdemeanor punishablebyuptoa $1,000fine, 90daysinjail, or

both.  

2. Forexistingownersthathavehadrentalsinthelast5yearsorhaverentalslistedunderdifferent
LLC’sordifferentmanagement companies:  

a. NoticeofViolationwitha $250fee
b. FinalNoticeofViolationwithanadditional $500fee
c. Referralforlegalaction – Misdemeanor punishablebyuptoa $1,000fine, 90daysinjail, orboth.  

Sec. 7-3-14. Certificate renewal and transferability.  

1) Registrationcertificateswillbeplacedonone-year, two-year, three-year, orfour-yearinspection
cyclependingthelastinspectionscoring, whichisdetermineduponnumberandpriorityof
violations. AllinformationrequiredbySection7-3-3mustbesubmittedatthetimeofrenewal.   

2) Everypersonwhotransfers titletopropertyregisteredunderthischaptershallprovidetheDirector
ofCommunityDevelopment withthename, residenceaddress, telephonenumber, anddateof
thetransferoftitletothenewownerwithintendaysofthedateofsuchtransfer. Within30days
ofthedateofsuchtransfer, thenewownerortheiragentshallmakeapplicationtotransferthe
registrationcertificate tothenewowner. Arentalcertificate transferfeeaslistedinthecity’sfee
schedulemustbepaidatthetimethattheapplicationfortransferissubmittedtothedirector. In
thecaseofanoptioncontract (contractfordeed) wheretheholderoftheoptioniscollectingrents
and/orispayingonthemortgagetothepropertywhiletheoptionremainsunexercised, theholder
oftheoptionshallbedeemedtobetheownerofthepropertyforpurposesofthissectionandshall
berequiredtoapplyforarentalregistrationcertificateintheirname. Thedatetheoptioncontract
iscreatedshallbedeemedtobethedatetheholderoftheoptionbecomestheownerforpurposes
ofthissection.  
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Sec. 7-3-15. Rental certificate transfer.  

1) Within9030days, thenewownerortheiragentwhotransfersthetitletoapropertyregistered
underthischaptershallmakeanapplicationtotransfertheregistrationcertificatetothenew
owner. Arentalcertificate transferfeemustbepaidatthetimethattheapplicationfortransferis
submittedtotheDirectorofCommunityDevelopment. Inthecaseofanoptioncontract (contract
fordeed) wheretheholderoftheoptioniscollectingrentsand/orispayingonthemortgageto
thepropertywhiletheoptionremainsunexercised, theholderoftheoptionshallbedeemedto
betheownerofthepropertyforpurposesofthissectionandshallberequiredtoapplyforarental
registrationcertificate intheirname. Thedatetheoptioncontractiscreatedshallbedeemedto
bethedatetheholderoftheoptionbecomestheownerforpurposesofthissection.   

2) AllfeescollectedunderthischaptershallbepaidtotheCityDirectorofFinance.    
3) SeefeescheduleSection7-5-4.  

Sec. 7-3-16. Transfer ofownership.  

Itshallbeunlawfulfortheownerofanydwellingunitorstructurewhohasreceivedacomplianceorder, to
oweanyoutstanding fees, oruponwhomanoticeofviolationhasbeenservedtosell, transfer, mortgage,  
leaseorotherwisedisposeofsuchdwellingunitorstructuretoanotheruntiltheprovisionsofthecompliance
orderornoticeofviolationhavebeencompliedwith, oruntilsuchownerortheowner'sauthorizedagent
shallfirstfurnishthegrantee, transferee, mortgageeorlesseeatruecopyofanycomplianceorderornotice
ofviolationissuedbythecodeofficial. Theownershallfurnishtothecodeofficialasignedandnotarized
statement fromthegrantee, transferee, mortgageeorlessee, acknowledging thereceiptofsuchcompliance
orderornoticeofviolationandfullyaccepttheresponsibility withoutconditionformakingthecorrectionsor
repairsrequiredbysuchcomplianceorderornoticeofviolation.   

Sec. 7-3-17. Suspension orrevocation ofregistration certificate.  

1. Anyregistrationcertificateissuedbythecitymaybedenied, allowedtoexpirewithoutrenewal,  
suspendedorrevoked, orthelicenseeorapplicantmaybefinedconsistentwithSection7-3-6, upona
finding, baseduponapreponderance oftheevidencepresentedtotheBoardofAppeals, thatthe
certificateholder, duringthetermofthecertificate, failedtocomplywithanyprovisionofthistitleor
Chapter8-2, anyapplicablefederalorstatestatuteoradministrative rule, oranyothercityorcounty
ordinance. Thefailuretoobtainanamendedregistrationcertificateshowingthechangednameor
locationofaresidentagentorpropertymanager, asrequiredbysection7-3-2, andthefailuretocomply
withanyoftheregistrationcertificatestandardsprovidedinsection7-3-6arealsoabasisforanyofthe
actionsprovidedforinthissection. TheBoardofAppeals maypostponeordiscontinueanactionto
deny, notrenew, revokeorsuspendaregistrationcertificate, orfinealicenseeorapplicant, ifitappears
thelicenseeorapplicanthastakenappropriatemeasures, includingafailedevictionprocess, which
willcorrecttheviolation.  

2. Thissectionappliestoindividualunitswithinbuildingsorcomplexescontainingmultipleunitswhenthe
noncompliance occurswithinaunit. Thissectionappliestoapublicareacoveredbyaregistration
certificatewhenthenoncompliance occurswithinapublicarea. Forpurposesofthischapter, theterm
publicarea" shallhavethemeaningprovidedinSection7-14andtheterm "applicable federalorstate

statuteoradministrative rule, oranyothercityorcountyordinance" meansanysuchlaworordinance
thatinvolvestheprotectionandsecurityofthepublic'shealth, welfareorsafety.  

3. Apropertyowner’srighttoapplyandreceivearegistrationcertificatemaybesuspendedorrevoked
uponafinding, baseduponapreponderance oftheevidencepresentedtotheBoardofAppeals, that
theapplicanthasallowedapersontooccupy, orhasrentedorhasofferedtorenttoanotherfor
occupancy, anydwelling, oranyapartmentorroomingunitinanydwelling, withoutfirstobtaininga
registrationcertificateasrequiredbythischapter. TheBoardofAppealsmaypostponeordiscontinue
anactiontodeny, notrenew, revokeorsuspendaregistrationcertificate, ortofinealicenseeor
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applicant, ifitappearsthelicenseeorapplicanthastakenappropriatemeasures, includingafailed
evictionprocess, whichwillcorrecttheviolation.  
4. UpontheCommunityDevelopment Director'sdetermination thatareasonablebasisexiststoseek

thesuspensionorrevocationofaregistrationcertificate, righttoobtainacertificate, ortoseekthe
impositionofafineorothersanction, theDirectorshallcauseahearingtobeheldbeforetheBoard
ofAppeals. Allpartiesmustbegivenanopportunitytoappearatthehearingafterreceiving
reasonablenotice. Thenoticemuststatethetime, placeandissuesinvolved.   

5. Nosuchsuspensionorrevocationshallbeeffectiveuntilthecertificateholderhasbeenaffordedan
opportunity forahearingunderMinn. Stats. §§ 14.57—14.69. Allpartiesmustbegivenan
opportunity toappearatthehearingafterreceivingreasonablenotice. Thenoticemuststatethe
time, placeandissuesinvolved. Thecertificateholdermaypresentevidenceofmitigating
circumstances thatwouldallowthecertificateholdertoretainthecertificateortherighttoobtaina
certificate. TheBoardofAppealsmust, ingoodfaith, hearandconsiderthisevidenceinarrivingat
itsfinalorder.  

6. Uponfindingthatthecertificateholder, licenseeorapplicanthasviolatedanysuchstatute, ruleor
ordinance, theBoardofAppealsmayimposeanyofthefollowingsanctions:  
a. Suspendtheregistrationcertificate, ortherighttoobtainacertificate, foraperiodnottoexceed

twoyears. Fromthetimethesuspensionexpiresuntilthetimethecertificateisscheduledto
expire, ifapplicable, thecertificateholderwillbeonprobationsubjecttocompliance withall
federal, stateandlocallawsandordinances. Ifthecertificateholderviolatesanysuchlawor
ordinanceduringthetimeofprobation, theBoardmustholdanotherhearingtoconsiderthe
revocationofthecertificate.  

b. Revoketherentalregistrationcertificate, ortherighttoobtainacertificate, andestablishatime
afterwhichthecertificateholderorapplicantmayapplyforanewcertificateforthepremisesin
question. Therevocationperiodmaynotexceedfiveyears.  

c. Imposeacivilfinenottoexceed $1,000.00foreachviolationthatoccurred.  
d. Placethecertificateholderorapplicantonprobationforatimenottoexceedoneyear. During

theprobation, thecertificateholderorapplicantmustcomplywithallfederal, stateandlocal
lawsandordinancesaswellasanyotherreasonableconditionimposedbytheBoarddesigned
togaincompliancewithapplicable laws. Ifthecertificateholderorapplicantviolatesanyofthe
termsofprobation, theBoardmustholdahearingtoconsiderthesuspensionorrevocationof
thecertificateortherighttoobtainacertificate.  

7. Uponexpirationofasuspensionorprobationtime, acertificateholdermustpaytothecityare- 
instatement feeforthefirstunitorpublicareatobere-inspectedandre-licensedandafeefor
eachadditionalunitorpublicareatobere-inspectedandre-licensed. Allfeesassociatedwiththis
arelistedinthecity’sfeeschedule.  

Sec. 7-3-18. Legislative intent.  

1. Itisdeclaredtobethepurposeandintentofsections7-3-19through7-3-20toprotectandpreserve
thiscity'sneighborhoods andthepublichealth, safety, welfareandmoralsofthosewholivethere.  
TheBoardofAppealsdetermined that:  

a. Therearepersonsresidinginrentalpropertyinthecityengagingindisorderlyconductwhich
resultsinahostileenvironment forothercitizenslivingclosetotherentalproperty.  

b. Thereiscurrentlynocityordinancewhichprovidesaformalprocedurebywhichthecitycan
notifyarentalpropertyownerormanagerofthedisorderlyconductoccurringontheproperty.  

c. Thereiscurrentlynoprocedurebywhichthecitycanrequirearentalpropertyownerormanager
torespondtoandresolvetheoccurrencesofdisorderlyconductoccurringontheirrental
propertyandtotakeadministrative actionagainst theirrentalregistrationcertificateorrightto
obtainarentalregistrationcertificateshouldtheyfailtodoso.  
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2. Accordingly, itistheintentofsections7-3-19through7-3-20toaddresstheseriousandlife- 
threateningproblemsposedbytheoccurrenceofdisorderlyconducttothehealthandsafetyofall
cityresidentsinallportionsofthecity. Atthesametime, theBoardofAppealsrecognizes,  
acknowledges, andcomplieswithalldueprocessandpropertyrightsenjoyedbythosewhoown
ormanagerentalpropertyaswellasthosewhoresideinsuchproperty. Thistitlerepresents the
city'sgoodfaithefforttobalancethosecompetingandlegitimate interests.  

Sec. 7-3-19. Conduct on licensed premises.  

1) Anyrentalpropertyownershallberesponsible totakeappropriate actionagainstpersonsoccupying
specificunitsinthelicensedpremiseswhoconductthemselves insuchamannerastocausethepremises
tobedisorderlyinviolationofthestatutesorordinanceslistedinsubsection (2) ofthissection. Forpurposes
ofthissection, theterm "personsoccupying thepremises" includestenantsandthosepersons onthe
licensedpremiseswhosepresencethetenanthasinvitedortowhichthetenanthasacquiesced. Violations
ofthissectionapplytoindividualunitswithinbuildingsorcomplexescontainingmultipleunitswhenthe
conductoccurswithinaunit. Violationsofthissectionbypersonsoccupyingspecificunitsthatoccurwithin
acommonareaofthelicensedpremisesshallapplybothtotheindividualunitandtothecommonareaof
thelicensedpremises.  

2) Thefollowingordinancesandstatutesareapplicabletothissection:  

a) Minn. Stats. § 609.324prohibitingprostitution;  
b) Section8-7-6prohibitingparticipation inadisorderlyhouse;  
c) Minn. Stats. §§ 617.23prohibiting indecentexposure;  
d) Section8-7-8noisesprohibited;   
e) Chapter7-15-5prohibitingovercrowding;  
f) Minn. Stats. §§ 609.75—609.76, whichprohibitgambling;  
g) Minn. Stats. §§ 152.01; 152.022-152.025, whichprohibitunlawfulpossessionorunlawfulsaleof

controlledsubstances;  
h) Minn. Stats. Ch. 340A.503, whichprohibitstheunlawfulsale, useorpossessionofalcoholic

beveragesforpersonsundertheageof21;  
i) Minn. Stats. §§ 97B.021, 609.66and624-713, whichprohibittheunlawfulpossession, oruseofa

weapon;  
j) Minn. Stats. § 609.72, whichprohibitsdisorderlyconduct; or
k) Minn. Stats. §§ 609.221, 609.222, 609.223, 609.2231, and609.224, whichprohibitassaults.  

3) LawenforcementortheDirectorofCommunityDevelopment shallbechargedwiththeresponsibilityof
enforcingsubsection (2) ofthissection.   

4) Upondetermination bylawenforcementortheDirectorofCommunityDevelopment thatthelicensed
premiseswereinvolvedindisorderlyuse, lawenforcementshallnotifythelicenseholderbydelivering
electronicallyorbyregularmailofsuchviolationanddirectthelicenseholdertotakeappropriateactionto
preventfurtherviolations. Noticeshallbeeffectiveifmailedtothelicenseholderatthatperson'slast-known
address. Thisandsubsequentnoticesarecollectively referredtoasdisorderlyusenotices.   

5) Ifanother instanceofdisorderlyuseonthepremisesoccurswithin12monthsofanincidentforwhicha
priordisorderlyusenoticewasgiven, thelicenseholdershallbenotifiedoftheinstanceofdisorderlyuse
andshallalsoberequiredtosubmitawrittenreportofappropriateactionstakenbytherentalproperty
ownertopreventfurtherdisorderlyuseofthepremises. Thiswrittenreportshallbesubmittedtolaw
enforcementwithin10businessdaysofthenoticeofdisorderlyuseofthepremisesandshall, inaddition
tothereportofappropriateactionstobetaken, detailallactionstakenbytherentalpropertyownerin
responsetoallnoticesofdisorderlyuseofthepremiseswithinthepreceding12months. Failuretosubmit
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thewrittenreportasrequiredshallbeabasisfortheimpositionofafineandtherevocationorsuspension
ofthelicenseorrighttoreceivethelicenseforthespecificunitslocatedonthelicensedpremisesas
otherwiseprovidedforinthischapter.   

6) Ifanotherinstanceofdisorderlyuseofthepremisesoccurswithin12monthsoftwoormoreprior
disorderlyusenotices, thelicenseorrighttoobtainsuchlicensemayberevokedorsuspendedforaspecific
unitlocatedonthelicensedpremises. Ifthenoticeofviolationhasbeenissuedwithrespecttoacommon
areaofabuildingorcomplexofbuildings, thenthelicenseorrighttoobtainsuchlicenseastoallunitsin
suchbuildingorcomplexmaybesuspendedorrevoked.   

7) Ifanotherinstanceofdisorderlyuseofthepremisesoccurswithin12monthsoftheexpirationofaprior
suspension issuedpursuanttotheprovisionsofthissection, thelicenseorrighttoobtainsuchlicensemay
berevokedorsuspendedforthespecificunitslocatedonthelicensedpremises. Ifthenoticeofviolation
hasbeenissuedwithrespecttoacommonareaofabuildingorcomplexofbuildings, thenthelicenseor
righttoobtainsuchlicenseastoallunitsinsuchbuildingorcomplexmaybesuspendedorrevoked.   

8) Nosuspensionorrevocationorothersanctionsshallbeimposedwhereoneormoreofthethree
requireddisorderlyusenoticeswereemailed, mailedordeliveredtothelandlordaftertherentalproperty
ownerhasfiledanunlawfuldetaineractionwiththedistrictcourtfortheunitidentifiedinthedisorderlyuse
notice. Callstolawenforcementmadebyrentalpropertyownersshallnotbeconsideredincidentsof
disorderlyuseintheimplementationofsubsections4through7ofthissection. Theinitiationofanunlawful
detaineractionshallnotbeabartosanctions, however, unlesstheactionisdiligentlypursuedbytherental
propertyowner. Noticeofandacopyoftheunlawfuldetaineractionshallbedeliveredtothepolice
department. Adetermination thatthelicensedpremiseshavebeeninvolvedinadisorderlyuseasdescribed
insubsection2ofthissectionshallbemadeuponapreponderance oftheevidence. Itshallnotbe
necessarythatcriminalchargesbebroughttosupportadeterminationofdisorderlyuse, norshallthefact
ofdismissaloracquittalofsuchacriminalchargeoperateasabartoadverselicenseactionunder this
section.   

9) Thissectionappliestoallleases, whetherwrittenororal, andalandlordmayconsideranytenant's
conductlistedinsubsection2ofthissectiontobebothamaterialbreachoftheleaseandgroundsfor
termination inanyunlawfuldetaineraction. Additionally, allwrittenleasesexecutedshallcontainaclause
providingthatconductthatviolatessubsection2ofthissectionconstitutesbothamaterialbreachofthe
leaseandgroundsforterminationofsuchlease.   

10) Thissectionisnotintendedtosupersedecriminalsanctionsthatmaybeappliedtotheindividualwho
violatesthestatutesandordinances listedinsubsection2ofthissection.   

11) Apurchaserofrentalpropertyagainstwhichthereisanoutstanding firstorseconddisorderlyuse
noticetakesthepropertysubjecttothatnotice. ThepurchasermaypetitiontheBoardofAppealstohave
oneorbothofthosenoticesstricken. Inconsidering thepetition, theBoardofAppealsshallconsiderthe
recommendations oftheCrimePreventionunitandCommunityDevelopment Department andshallstrike
oneorbothofthepreviousdisorderlyusenoticesifsuchactionpromotesthepublic'shealth, welfareand
safetyinterests. Examplesofactionsthatpromotethepublic'shealth, welfareandsafetyinclude, butare
notlimitedto:   

a) Theneedforachangeinownershipofrentalpropertythathasahistoryofordinanceor
statelawviolations;   

b) Theimplementation ofnewandpositiverentalpractices, operationsorpolicies;   
c) Theattendanceatthepublicsafetyseminar; and
d) Theuseofbeneficial leaseagreement terms (suchasrequiringbackgroundchecksand

allowingforevictionupontheoccurrenceofadisorderlyuse).   
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12) ConsistentwithMinn. Stats. 504B.205, subd. 3, nothinginthissection:  

a) Requiresanevictionafteraspecifiednumberofcallsbyaresidential tenantforpoliceor
emergencyassistanceinresponsetodomesticabuseoranyotherconduct; or

b) Providesthatcallsbyaresidential tenantforpoliceoremergencyassistanceinresponse
todomesticabuseoranyotherconductmaybeusedtopenalizeorassessafinetoa
landlord.   

Sec. 7-3-20. Appeals ofrental certificate suspension and revocation.  

1) Uponadetermination thatalicenseorrighttoobtainsuchalicensemaybesuspendedorrevoked, or
thatafineorothersanctionsmaybeimposed, ahearingshallbeheldbeforetheBoardofAppealsatthe
requestofthepropertyownerAllpartiesshallbeaffordedanopportunity toappearatsuchhearingafter
receivingreasonablenotice. Thenoticeshallstatethetime, place, andissuesinvolved. Atthishearing,  
rentalpropertyownersmaypresentevidenceofmitigatingcircumstances showingtheabsenceofanyneed
forahearingbeforetheBoardofAppealstoconsidertherevocationorsuspensionofthelicenseorright
toreceivesuchalicense, ortheimpositionoffinesorothersanctions.  

a) Mitigatingcircumstances mayinclude, butarenotlimitedto, thefollowing:  

1. Thelicenseholderhasinitiatedactiontoremoveorevictthetenant;  
2. Thelicenseholderhasparticipated inthepolicedepartment'scrimefreemulti-housing

program;  
3. Thelicenseholderwasnotthepropertyowneratthetimethedisorderlyusenoticeswere

issued;  
4. Thelicenseholderhastakenactiontoupdatetheleaseconsistentwiththischapter's

requirements;  
5. Thelicenseholderhasinitiatedbackgroundchecksofpotential tenants; or
6. Thelicenseholderhastakenotheractiontomonitororpositivelyimpactthetenant's

conduct.  

2) TheBoardshall, ingoodfaith, hearandconsiderthisevidenceindecidingtoholdahearing.   

3) Nosuspensionorrevocationshallbeeffectiveuntiltherentalpropertyownerhasbeenaffordedan
opportunity forahearingunderMinn. Stats. §§ 14.57—14.69. ShouldtheBoardofAppealsallpartiesshall
beaffordedanopportunity toappearatsuchhearingafterreceiving reasonablenotice. Thenoticeshall
statethetime, place, andissuesinvolved. Atthishearing, licenseholdersmaypresentevidenceof
mitigatingcircumstances thatwouldallowarentalpropertytoretainitslicenseortherighttoobtainsucha
license. TheAppealsBoardshall, ingoodfaith, hearandconsiderthisevidenceindecidingtorevokeor
suspendthelicenseorrighttoreceivealicense, imposecivilpenalties, orimposeotherreasonable
conditionsbaseduponviolationsofthischapter. TheBoardofAppealsmaypostponeordiscontinuesuch
proceedingsifitappearsthatthelicenseehastakenappropriatemeasuresthatwillpreventfurther
instancesofdisorderlyuse.   

4) TheBoardofAppealsreservestherighttoimposeanyofthefollowingsanctionsforviolationsofsection
7-3-19:   

a) Suspendthelicenseorrighttoreceivealicenseforupto60days;   
b) Revokethelicenseorrighttoreceivealicenseandestablishthetimeframeafterwhichan

applicationforanewcertificateforthepremisesmaybemade;   
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c) Imposeacivilfinenottoexceedanamountequaltoonemonth’srentforeachviolationfound
becauseofthehearings; or

d) Imposeotherreasonableconditionsintendedtolimitfutureincidentsofdisorderlyuse.   
i. TheBoardmayalsostaythesuspensionorrevocationofalicenseorrighttoreceivea

licenseuponthelicenseholder'scompliancewiththetermsofthecouncil'sorder.  

5) Uponexpirationofthesuspensionorrevocationperiod, alicenseholdershallpaytothecitya
reinstatement feeforthefirstunitre-licensedandafeeforeachadditionalunit. Allfeesassociatedwiththis
arelistedinthecity’sfeeschedule.  

6) Upontheexpirationofthesuspensionorrevocationperiodandthelicenseholder'scompliancewith
suchothersanctionsimposed, thedisorderlyusenoticesthatformedthebasisforthesanctionsshallbe
strickenandnotconsidered inanysubsequentproceedingunderthissection.  

Sec. 7-3-21. Prospective tenant background investigations.  

1) Thecommoncouncilhasdetermined thattherearepersons residinginrentalpropertyinthecity
engagingindisorderlyconductwhichresultsinahostileenvironment forothercitizenslivinginorclose
totherentalproperty. Itisthedeclaredpurposeandintentofthissectiontoprotectandpreservethe
city'sneighborhoods andthepublichealth, safety, welfareandmoralsofitscitizensbyprovidinga
systematthelocallevelforcriminalhistory/background investigationsofprospective tenants.  

2) Anyownerofrentalpropertymayrequestthatthepolicedepartmentconductacriminal
history/background investigationofaprospective tenantasprovidedunderSection2-12-3. Such
requestshallbeonaformapprovedorprovidedbythepolicedepartment. Theapplicantshallpayan
investigation feeasestablishedbyresolutionofthecommoncouncil.  

Sec. 7-3-22. Declaration ofnuisance.  

1) Minn. Stats. § 412.221, subd. 23statesthatacitycouncilhasthepower, byordinance, todefine
nuisancesandtoprovidefortheirpreventionorabatement. Minn. Stats. § 410.33extendsthisauthority
toahomerulecity, includingtheCityofRochester. Inaddition, Section1.00, subd. 3oftheCityof
RochesterHomeRuleCharterallowsthecitytoutilizetheauthorityfoundatMinn. Stats. § 412.221,  
subd. 23.  

2) Thecitycouncil invokestheauthoritydescribedinsubsection (1) ofthissectionandherebydeclares
therepeatedviolationofthistitleandchapter8-3tobeanuisance.  

3) Forpurposesofthissection, theterm "repeatedviolation" meansthreeormoreconvictionsforone
propertyaddress, orsixormoreconvictions formultiplepropertyaddresses, involving thistitleand
chapter8-3, occurringwithina24-monthperiod.  

4) Inadditiontoanyotherreliefprovidedbythischapter, thecityattorneymayapplytoacourtof
competent jurisdictionforinjunctiverelieftoprohibit thecontinuationofanynuisanceasdeclaredby
thissection. Suchapplication forreliefmayincludeseekingatemporaryrestrainingorder, temporary
injunctionorpermanent injunction.  

Sec. 7-3-23. Temporary rental registration certificates.  

TheCity, atitsdiscretion, mayissueatemporary rentalregistrationcertificatewhencorrections required
followinginspectiondonotconstituteafire, safetyorhealthhazardtotheoccupantsorthegeneralpublic,  
andtherepairsarenotpractically feasibleasaresultoffactorsbeyondtherentalpropertyowner'scontrol.  
Suchfactorsmayincludeclimaticconditionsortheunavailabilityofcontractors, suppliesormaterials
neededtomakecorrections. Atemporaryrentalregistrationcertificateshallbeconditionedupontherental
propertyowner'smakingtheneededcorrectionswithtimelinesdeterminedbytheCityandidentifiedonthe
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temporarycertificate. Thetemporarycertificateshallexpireiftheworkisnotcompleted, inspectedand
approvedbytheCitybythedatelistedthereon.  

Section 4.       Chapter 7-4ofTitle7oftheRochester CodeofOrdinances ishereby
repealed andreplaced toreadasfollows:  

CHAPTER 7-4. SHORT TERM RENTALS

Sec. 7-4-1. Definitions.  

Wheneverusedinthischapterthefollowingwordsshallhavethemeaningsindicated.   

Building inspectormeanstheDirectorofCommunityDevelopmentoranyoftheirauthorized representatives
andassistants.   

License meansashort-termrentalhousingplatformlicense

Short-termrentalmeansapersonorentitythatparticipatesintheshort-termrentalbusinessbyproviding,  
andcollectingorreceivingafeefor, bookingservicesthroughwhichanownermayofferadwellingunit, or
aportionthereof, fortouristortransientuse. Hostingplatformsusually, thoughnotnecessarily, provide
bookingservicesthroughanonlineplatformthatallowsanownertoadvertise thedwellingunitthrougha
websiteprovidedbythehostingplatformandthehostingplatformconductsatransactionbywhichpotential
touristortransientusersarrangetouristortransientuseandpayment, whetherthetouristortransientpays
rentdirectlytotheownerortothehostingplatform.  

Short termrental-owneroccupied meansadwellingunit, oraportionofadwellingunit, rentedforlessthan
30days, inwhichatleastoneoftheowners, isoccupyingthesiteduringtherentalperiod, andisregistered
asanowner-occupiedshort-termrentalwiththeCityofRochester.   

Short termrental-non-owneroccupied meansadwellingunit, oraportionofadwellingunit, rentedforless
than30days, inwhichtheownerisnotpresentduringtherentalperiod, andholdsashort- termrental
certificatewiththeCityofRochester.   

Sec. 7-4-2. License required.  

1) Nopersonshallengageintheactivityofashort-termrentalinthecitywithoutobtainingaregistration
certificateasprovidedinchapter7-3. Single-householdowner-occupiedshort-termrentalsarerequired
toberegisteredonly. Allothershort-termrentalsarerequiredtoberegisteredandinspectedperSection
7-3-13.  

2) Shorttermrentalsinmulti-familybuildingswiththreeormore (3+) unitswouldbeprohibitedasaprimary
use (thesewouldbeconsideredhotels). Structureswiththreeormore (3+) unitsrequirebuildingcode
classification changefroman “apartmentbuilding” whereoccupantsareprimarilypermanent innatureto
hotel/transienthousing”. Structureswithfiveormore (5+) bedswouldbeclassifiedbythedepartmentof

healthas “lodging” or “hotel” andrequirealodginglicense.   
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Rental State Building Building or 2020 State
ofSTR Registration Property Code portion thereof AccessibilityProperty Type Dwelling Units Required?   Inspection Occupancy Reclassification Code

Allowed
Required?  Classification Required Requirements

SingleHousehold
BuildingorUnit – attached IRC-1, IRC-3,   1 Yes No No Nonetownhome) ordetached

orR-3OwnerOccupied,   
includescondominium)  

SingleHousehold IRC-1, IRC-3,   1 Yes Yes No NoneBuildingOrUnit – attached
orR-3townhome) ordetached

22 Yes Yes No NoneDuplex Building IRC-2orR-3

1,22Yes Yes No NoneTriplex Building R-2

1,22 Yes Yes No NoneFour-Plex Building R-2

1,2Building with Four or 2Yes Yes No NoneR-2
More Units

Building with more than 25% of 2% AccessibleYes Yes Yes, R-1R-21Four Units dwelling units Units

1 IfarequestismadeformorethantwoSTRunits, reclassificationofunitswouldberequiredthroughachangeofoccupancyreview
process, whichincludestheapplicationofStateAccessibilityregulations. Inaddition, ifarequestismadetousemorethan25% of
theunitsasSTRunits, CommunityDevelopmentwouldconsiderthistobeachangeofuseandwouldrequiretheprojecttogo
throughachangeofusereviewprocess. Eachoftheseprocessesrequirespaymentofaprocessingfee.   

2 Forthepurposesofthistableitisassumedthatthenumberofoccupantswithinthetwodwellingunitsdoesnotexceed10total.   

Sec. 7-4-3. Short-term rental and short-term rental hosting platform license fee.  

1) Allothershort-termrentalsarerequiredtoberegisteredandinspectedperChapter7-3.  

2) Theannualfeefortheissuanceorrenewalofashort-termrentalhostingplatformlicenseshallbeasislistedin
thefeeschedule. Thebuildinginspectormay, throughthefeeschedule, imposealesserannualfeeforashort- 
termrentalhostingplatformthatlistsorwilllistnomorethanone-hundredfifty (150) dwellingunitsatanygiven
time. Thelicensefeeshallbepaidasapreconditiontoissuanceorrenewalofthelicense.   

Sec. 7-4-4. Short-term rental application.  

Allshort-termrentalapplicantsarerequiredtoadheretorequirementsofSection7-3-5.   

Sec. 7-4-5. Short-term rental qualifications for license.  

Allshort-termrentalapplicantsarerequiredtoadheretorequirementsofSection7-3-6.  

Sec. 7-4-6. Short-term rental, investigation and issuance.  

Allshort-termrentalsarerequiredtoadheretorequirements ofSection7-3-7.   
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Sec. 7-4-7. Adverse license action.  

Allshort-termrentalsarerequiredtoadheretorequirements ofSection7-3-2.  

Section 5.       Chapter 7-5ofTitle7oftheRochester CodeofOrdinances ishereby
repealed andreplaced toreadasfollows:  

CHAPTER 7-5. ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Sec. 7-5-1. General.  

Housingandneighborhood servicesisherebycreatedandtheexecutiveofficialinchargethereofshallbe
knownasthecodeofficial.   

Sec. 7-5-2. Appointment.  

Thecodeofficialshallbeappointedbythechiefappointingauthorityofthejurisdiction.   

Sec. 7-5-3. Deputies.  

Suchemployeesshallhavepowersasdelegatedbythecodeofficial. TheDirectorofCommunity
Development shallenforcetheprovisionsofthehousingcode. Thisshallnotbeconstruedtoprohibitany
othercityofficerortheirauthorizedrepresentative fromenforcingtheprovisionsofthehousingcodein
aspectsrelatedtotheirspecificfunctions. Allnoticesservedforviolationsofthehousingcodeshallbefiled
withtheDirectorofCommunityDevelopment.   

Sec. 7-5-4. Fees.  

Staffshallmaintainanofficialfeescheduleonthecity'swebsiteforactivitiesandservicesperformedby
thedepartment incarryingouttheirresponsibilities underthisCode. Theapplicablechargesorfeesshall
besetforthinthecity’sscheduleofchargesandfeeswhichwillbeadoptedbyresolutionandmodifiedfrom
timetotime. TheofficialfeescheduleshallbeavailabletothepublicintheCommunityDevelopment
DepartmentOfficeaswellasonlineatwww.rochestermn.gov.  

1)  Inadditiontosuch otherfeesthat as maybeimposedbythisCode, anonrefundable rental
propertyregistrationcertificatefeeforeachbuildingandrentalpropertyregistrationcertificatefeeoffor
eachapartmentunitandthefirstfourroomingunitsnotoccupiedbytheownershallbepaidwhenan
application isfiledforaregistrationcertificateandannuallythereafteronthefirstofthemonthoftheir
renewaldate.  

OneYear Inspection Score Fee

2) Rentalcertificatesplacedonaone-yearinspectioncycleforscoringhighlyuponrenewal, willbe
chargedapenaltyfeedependentonthenumberofunitsandupondeterminationoftheinspectioncycle.  

a. Propertieswith1-4units - $75.00penaltyfee
b. Propertieswith5-12units - $100.00penaltyfee
c. Propertieswith13ormoreunits - $125.00penaltyfee
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Late Renewal Payment Fee

3) Ifarentalregistration renewalfeeisnotreceivedbytheDirectorofCommunity Developmentprior
totheexpirationdateofthecertificate, additional feeswillbeincreasinglyassessed. Detailsoffeescan
befoundinthecityfeeschedule.   

Missed Appointment Fees

4) Inadditiontoanyotherfeeprovidedbythissection, anownershallpayanadditional fee, ifthe
ownerormanagerfailstokeepascheduledappointment, reschedulesaninspectionmorethanonce,  
cancelswithinfivebusinessdaysifanentirebusinessdayisreservedforinspection(s) or24hoursifthe
scheduled inspection(s) arelessthananentirebusinessday.  

Re-inspection Fees

5) Thereshallbenoadditional feechargedforaninitial/routineinspectiontodeterminetheexistence
ofahousingcodeviolation(s), noranyfeeforthefirstreinspection todeterminecompliancewithanorder
tocorrectahousingcodeviolation(s). Anadditional feeshallbechargedforeachsubsequent reinspection,  
includingphotoorvideosubmissions. Thereinspection feeshallbeaflatratedetermineddependingon
thenumberofunitsapropertyhas: andcanbefoundinthecityfeeschedule

Exception: Maximumre-inspectionfeeamountsareassessedforrentalcommunities, whichholdmultiple
rentallicensesforeachbuilding, butareallownedandmanagedbythesameagency. Rentalcommunities
fittingthisdescriptionwithfiveormoreseparaterentallicenseswillnotbeassessedmorethanthetotal
of $45.00perlicense. Forexample, arentalcommunitywith20buildingshasamaximumre-inspection
feeassessmentof $900.00.  

AllfeescollectedunderthischaptershallbepaidtotheCityDirectorofFinance.  

6) Anywrittenextensionapprovalthatisgrantedtotheowner/agentwithacompletiondatethatisnot
kept, issubjecttolatecompliance feesforfailuretokeep theextensionappointment thattheowner
requestedwhilethecertificateisexpired.   

LateCompliance Fees

7) Penaltyfeeswillbeassessedwhenacertificatehasbeennon-compliantandexpiredbeyond90
days. Thiswouldbeappliedforrentalcertificatesbeyond90daysfromtheexpiration dateofthe
certificate. New-userentalsaresubjecttolatecompliance feesifarentalcertificate isnotissuedbeyond
180daysfromtheapplication. Afterthethird (3) andfinalnoticeisissued, thepropertyownerorowner’s
agenthasthirty (30) daystocontacttheofficeofCommunityDevelopment. Ifthelicenseisnotbroughtinto
compliancewithinthosethirty (30) days, therentallicensecanbeterminated. Thiswouldresultinalossof
anyandallgrandfathered rightsandpreviouslyapprovedmodifications. Ifthepropertyisrentedwithoutan
activerentallicense, thepropertyownerisresponsible forallpreviousunpaidfees.     

8) Additional feeswillbeassessedbasedonthenumberofunits, increasingly perthefeeschedule
untilthecertificateisincompliance:  

9) SeetheofficialFeeScheduleonwww.rochestermn.gov

Additional feeswillbeassessedbasedonthenumberofunitsaccumulatively perthefeescheduleuntil
thecertificatecomplies:   

22



Expiredrental New-userental 1-4units 5-12units 12+ units
certificate

91-120days 181-210days  $ 100  $ 150  $ 250

121-150days 211-240days  $ 125  $ 250  $ 500

151-180days 241-270days  $ 150  $ 500  $ 750

181daysor 271daysor ReferredtoCityattorneyforlegalaction
more more

Feeswillnotbeappliedifanextensionoftimeisgrantedforcompliance.   

Administrative Fees

10)  Anadministration feewillbechargedforallcontractworkarrangedbytheDepartmentof
CommunityDevelopment fortheabatementofapublichealthorsafetyhazard, including, butnotlimitedto
provisionsofSection7-5-16through7-5-22. Theadministration feewillbechargedtothepropertyowner
inadditiontoallothercostsincurredbytheDepartment, abatingthepublichealthandsafetyhazard.  

Renting without aRental Certificate

11)  Everypersonrequiredtoregisteradwelling, apartment, orroomingunitundertheprovisionsof
chapter7-3, andwhofailstodoso, orwhoallowsthepropertytobeoccupiedwhentheregistration
certificateorrighttoreceivesuchregistrationcertificateisrevokedorsuspended, shallbeguiltyofa
violationofthisCode. Eachdaythatapropertyisrentedoutwithoutavalidrentalregistrationcertificateon
fileforthatpropertyisaseparateviolation.   

Renting more units than approved

12)  Anypersonfoundinviolationofrentingmoreunitsthanwhatisapproved, anoticeofviolationor
orderwillbeservedandshallbedeemedguiltyofamisdemeanor, punishablebyafineupto $1,000.00
and/or90daysinjailorcivilinfractionasdeterminedbythecity.  

Section 6.       Chapter 7-6ofTitle7oftheRochester CodeofOrdinances ishereby
repealed andreplaced toreadasfollows:  

CHAPTER 7-6. COMPLIANCE

Sec. 7-6-1. General.  

Thecodeofficialisherebyauthorizedanddirectedtoenforcetheprovisionsofthiscode.   

Thecodeofficialshallhavetheauthoritytorenderinterpretationsofthiscodeandtoadoptpoliciesand
procedurestoclarifytheapplicationofitsprovisions. Interpretations, policiesandproceduresshallcomply
withtheintentandpurposeofthiscode. Suchpoliciesandproceduresshallnothavetheeffectofwaiving
requirements specificallyprovidedforinthiscode.   

Sec. 7-6-2. Determination ofcompliance.  

23



ThecodeofficialshallhavetheauthoritytodeterminecompliancewiththisCode, torenderinterpretations
ofthisCodeandtoadoptpoliciesandprocedures inordertoclarifytheapplicationofthisCode’sprovisions.  
Suchinterpretations, policiesandprocedures:  

1. ShallbeincompliancewiththeintentandpurposeofthisCode.  
2.   Shallnothavetheeffectofwaivingrequirements specificallyprovidedforinthisCodeorother

applicablecodes andordinances.  

A\] Technical assistance. TodeterminecompliancewiththisCode, thecodeofficial isauthorized to

requiretheownerorowner’sauthorizedagenttoprovideatechnicalopinionandreport.  

B\] Cost. Atechnicalopinionandreportshallbeprovidedwithoutchargetothecity.  

C\] Preparer qualifications. Thetechnicalopinionandreportshallbepreparedbyaqualifiedengineer,  
specialist, laboratoryorspecialtyorganization acceptabletothecodeofficial. Thecodeofficialisauthorized
torequiredesignsubmittalstobepreparedby, andbearthestampof, aregistereddesignprofessional.  

D\] Content. Thetechnicalopinionandreportshallanalyzetheproperties design, operationoruseofthe
buildingorpremisesandthefacilitiesandappurtenances situatedthereontoidentifyandpropose
necessaryrecommendations.  

E\] Testmethods. Wherethereisinsufficientevidenceofcompliancewiththeprovisionsofthiscode, the
codeofficialshallhavetheauthoritytorequiretestsasevidenceofcompliance. Testmethodsshallbeas
specifiedinthisCodeorbyotherrecognizedteststandards. Intheabsenceofrecognizedteststandards,  
thecodeofficialshallapprovethetestingprocedures. Suchtestsshallbeperformedbyapartyacceptable
tothecodeofficial.  

F\] Alternative materials, design andmethods ofconstruction andequipment. Theprovisionsofthis
Codearenotintendedtopreventtheinstallationofanymaterialortoprohibitanydesignormethodof
constructionnotspecificallyprescribedbythisCode, providedthatanysuchalternativeisnotspecifically
prohibitedbythisCodeandhasbeenapproved.  

Exception: Performance-basedalternativematerials, designsormethodsofconstructionandequipment
complyingwiththeInternationalCodeCouncilPerformance Code.  

G\] Approval authority. Analternativematerial, designormethodofconstructionshallbeapprovedwhen
the

codeofficialfindsthattheproposedalternative issatisfactory andcomplieswithSections7-6-2(f) through
7-6-4, asapplicable.  

H\] Application anddisposition. Whererequired, arequesttousealternative material, designormethod
ofconstructionshallbesubmittedinwritingtotheofficialcodeforapproval. Wherethealternativematerial,  
designormethodofconstruction isnotapproved, thecodeofficialshallrespondinwriting, statingthe
reasonsthealternativewasnotapproved.  

I\] Compliance withcode intent. Analternativematerial, designormethodofconstructionshallcomply
withtheintentoftheprovisionsofthisCode.  
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J\] Equivalency criteria. Analternativematerial, designormethodofconstructionshall, forthepurpose
intended, benotlessthantheequivalentofthatprescribedinthisCodewithrespecttoallofthefollowing,  
asapplicable:  

1. Quality.  

2. Strength.  

3. Effectiveness.  

4. Durability.  

5. Safety, otherthanfiresafety.  

6. Firesafety.  

Sec. 7-6-3. Used material and equipment.  

TheuseofusedmaterialsthatmeettherequirementsofthisCodefornewmaterialsispermitted. Materials,  
equipmentanddevicesshallnotbereusedunlesssuchelementsareingoodrepairorhavebeen
reconditioned andtestedwherenecessary, placedingoodandproperworkingconditionandapprovedby
thecodeofficial.   

A\] Tests. Testsconductedtodemonstrateequivalency ofanalternativematerial, designormethodof
constructionapplicationsshallbeofascalethatissufficient topredictperformanceoftheenduse
configuration. Testsshallbeperformedbyapartyacceptable tothecodeofficial.  

B\] Fire tests. Testsconductedtodemonstrate equivalentfiresafetyofanalternativematerial,  

designormethodofconstructionapplication, shallbeofascalethatissufficienttopredictfiresafety
performanceoftheenduseconfiguration. Testsshallbeperformedbyapartyacceptable tothebuilding
official.  

C\] Reports. Supportingdocumentation, wherenecessarytoassistintheapprovalofmaterialsor
assembliesnotspecifically providedforinthisCode, shallcomplywithSections105.2.2.6.1and
105.2.2.6.2.  

D\] Evaluation reports. Evaluationreportsshallbeissuedbyanapprovedagencyanduseofthe
evaluationreportshallrequireapprovalbythecodeofficialfortheinstallation. Thealternatematerial, design
ormethodofconstructionandproductevaluatedshallbewithinthescopeofthecodeofficial’srecognition
oftheapprovedagency. Criteriausedfortheevaluationshallbeidentifiedwithinthereport, and,  where
required, providedtothecodeofficial.  

E\] Other reports. ReportsnotcomplyingwithSection105.2.2.6.1shalldescribecriteria, includingbutnot
limitedtoanyreferencedtestingoranalysis, usedtodeterminecompliancewithCcodeintentandjustify
codeequivalence. Thereportshallbepreparedbyaqualifiedengineer, specialist, laboratoryorspecialty
organizationacceptable tothecode official. Thecodeofficialisauthorizedtorequiredesignsubmittalsto
bepreparedby, andbearthestampof, aregistereddesignprofessional.  

F\] Peer review. Thecodeofficialisauthorizedtorequiresubmittalofapeerreviewreportinconjunction
witharequesttouseanalternativematerial, designormethodofconstruction, preparedbyapeerreviewer
thatisapprovedbythecodeofficial.  
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Sec. 7-6-4. Test reports.   

Thecodeofficialshallretainreportsoftestsfortheperiodrequiredforretentionofpublicrecords.   

Sec. 7-6-5. Modifications.  

Whenpracticaldifficultiespreventcompliance withthisCode, thecodeofficialshallhavetheauthorityto
grantmodifications foranindividualcase(s) uponapplicationoftheownerorowner’sauthorizedagent. A
modificationmaybegrantedonlyifthecodeofficialdetermines thataspecialandindividual reasonmakes
strictcompliance impractical, themodification isconsistentwiththeintentandpurposeofthisCodeandthe
modificationdoesnotlessenhealth, accessibility, lifeandfiresafetyorstructural requirements. Thedetails
ofthewrittenrequestforandtheactiongrantingmodifications shallberecordedandenteredinthefilesof
theHousingandNeighborhood ServicesDepartment.  

Sec. 7-6-6. Extensions.  

Whenever therearepracticaldifficulties involvedincarryingoutthecorrections thatwerecitedinthenotice,  
anextensioncanberequestedwithinareasonable timeframetocompletesuchcorrections.   

Sec. 7-6-7. Inspection ofdwellings and right ofentry.  

TheDirectorofCommunityDevelopment shallmakeinspectionsatreasonable timesas providedto
determine theconditionofdwellings, andpremiseslocatedwithinthecity, toperformthedutyof
safeguarding thehealthandsafetyoftheoccupantsofdwellingsandofthepublic. Formakingsuch
inspections, theDirectorofCommunityDevelopment isherebyauthorizedtoenter, examine, andsurvey,  
atallreasonable times, alldwellingsandpremises, exceptthatinspectionofowner-occupied, single- 
household dwellings. Inspectionsofowner-occupiedandsinglehousehold dwellingsshallonlybemade
whenpermittedbytheowner, orinanemergencyendangering lifeorproperty, orwhenauthorizedbycourt
order, warrant, orotherjudicialprocess. Inspectionofdwellings, otherthanowner- occupiedsingle- 
householddwellings, shallbeaconditionofthebusinessofleasingorrentingsuchdwellingstoothers, and
theowner, occupant, orthepersoninchargeofsuchdwellingsshallgivetheDirectorofCommunity
Development freeaccesstosuchdwellingsanditspremises, atallreasonable times, forthepurposeof
suchinspection, examination, andsurvey. NoregistrationcertificaterequiredbytheCodeshallbeissued
ifadmittanceforinspectingthepremisesisrefusedbytheowner, occupant, orpersonincharge. The
Minnesota DepartmentofHealthandactingagency, OlmstedCounty, shalldeferAdultFosterCareHomes
orCommunityResidential Settinglicenseinspections totheCommunityDevelopment Department for
verificationofcompliance withChapter7oftheR.C.O. OlmstedCountyreservestherighttodeferthe
inspectiontoCommunityDevelopment whenasitedoesnotsuccessfullypassthereviewof245D.22Subd.  
1ofMinnesotaStatue. TheCommunityDevelopment Department willassessa $45inspectionfeeforthe
referral. TheAdultFosterCareproviderwillberequiredtocorrectissueswithin30daysofnoticeorbe
assessedanadditional $45fee. Correctionsnotresolvedinatimelymattercouldimpactthefacility’slicense
withtheMinnesotaDepartmentofHealth.  

Whenastructureorequipment isfoundbythecodeofficialtobeunsafe, orwhenastructureisfoundtobe
unfitforhumanoccupancy, orisfoundunlawful, suchstructureshallbecondemnedpursuanttothe
provisionsonthisCode.   

Whenaremodelistakingplaceofaunitduringtherenewalperiod, inordertoremaincomplianteitheran
inspectionneedstotakeplaceorpermitsforthatworkwillneedtobestarted.   

Sec. 7-6-8. Access byowner.  
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Everyoccupantofadwelling, roomingunitorapartmentshallgivetheownerthereof, orowner'sagentor
employee, accesstoanypartofsuchdwelling, roomingunitorapartment, oritspremises, atallreasonable
timesforthepurposeofmakingsuchrepairsorcorrectionsasarenecessarytoeffectcompliancewiththe
provisionsoftheCodeoranylawfulorderissuedpursuanttotheprovisionsoftheCode.  

Administrative Warrant. Wherethecodeofficialhasfirstobtainedaproperinspectionwarrantorother
remedyprovidedbylawtosecureentry, anowner, theowner’sauthorizedagent, occupantorpersonhaving
charge, careorcontrolofthestructureorpremisesshallnotfailorneglect, afterproperarequestismade
topermitentrytherebythecodeofficialforthepurposesofinspectionandexaminationpursuanttothis
Code.  

Sec. 7-6-8. Identification.  

Thecodeofficialshallcarryproperidentification wheninspectingstructuresorpremisesintheperformance
ofdutiesunderthisCode.   

Sec. 7-6-9. Notices and orders.  

WhentheDirectorofCommunityDevelopmentordesigneedetermines thattherehasbeenaviolationof
thisCodeorhasgroundstobelievethataviolationofanyprovisionsoftheCode, theDirectorordesignee
shallgivenoticeofsuchallegedviolationtothepersonresponsible. Notices forcondemnation
procedures shall comply with thissection.  

Suchnoticeshallbeinaccordancewithallofthefollowing:  

1) Bedocumentedonpaperorelectronically.   
2) Includeadescriptionoftherealestatesufficientforidentification.   
3) Includeastatementoftheviolationforwhichthenoticeisbeingissued.   
4) Includeacorrectionorderallowingareasonabletimetomaketherepairsandimprovements

requiredtobringthedwellingunitorstructureintocompliancewiththeprovisionsofthisCode.  
5) Beservedupontheowner, ortheoperator, ortheoccupantasthecasemayrequire. Such

noticesshallbedeemedtobeproperlyserveduponsuchowner, operator, oroccupantif
personallyservedonanyofthem, orbydeliveringelectronically toaconfirmedcontactsuch
astheowner, operator, oroccupant, orifacopyisleftattheowner'susualplaceofresidence
withapersonofsuitableageanddiscretion, theresident therein, orbydepositingintheUnited
StatesPostOffice, thenoticeaddressedtotheownerattheowner'slastknownaddresswith
postageprepaidthereon, orifservicecannotbemadebyanyoneoftheabovemeans, then
suchnoticeshallbedeemedservedifacopyofsuchnoticebepostedandkeptpostedfor48
hoursinavisibleplaceonthepremisesaffectedbysuchnotice. Suchnoticemaycontainan
outlineofremedialactionswhich, iftaken, willaffectcompliancewiththeprovisionsofthistitle.  

6) Informthepropertyownerorowner'sauthorizedagentoftherighttoappeal.   
7) IncludeastatementoftherighttofilealieninaccordancewithSection7-6-21.   

Sec. 7-6-10. Method ofservice.  

Suchnoticeshallbedeemedtobeproperlyservedwhereacopythereofisservedinaccordancewith
oneofthefollowingmethods:  

1. Acopyisdeliveredpersonally.   

2. Acopyissentbycertifiedorregisteredmailaddressedtotheowneratthelastknownaddresswitha
returnreceiptrequested.  

3. Acopyisdeliveredinanyothermannerasprescribedbylocallaw.  
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Ifthecertifiedorregisteredletterisreturnedshowingthattheletterwasnotdelivered, acopythereofshall
bepostedinavisibleplaceinoraboutthestructureaffectedbysuchnotice. Serviceofsuchnoticeinthe
foregoingmannerupontheowner’sagentoruponthepersonresponsible forthestructureshallconstitute
serviceofnoticeupontheowner.  

Sec. 7-6-11. Unauthorized tampering.  

Signs, tagsorsealspostedoraffixedbythecodeofficialshallnotbemutilated, destroyedortampered
with, orremovedwithoutauthorization fromthecodeofficial.  

Sec. 7-6-12. Transfer ofownership.  

Intheeventofatransferorownership, pleasereferenceSection7-3-16.  

Sec. 7-6-13. Appeals.  

Inordertohearanddecideappealsoforders, decisionsordeterminations madebythecodeofficialrelative
totheapplicationandinterpretationofthisCode, thereshallbeandisherebycreatedaBoardofAppeals.  
TheBoardofAppealsshallbeappointedbytheapplicablegoverningauthorityandshallholdofficeatits
pleasure. TheBoardshalladoptrulesofprocedureforconducting itsbusinessandshallrenderalldecisions
andfindingsinwritingtotheappellantwithaduplicatecopytothecodeofficial.  

1. Limitations ofauthority. Anapplication forappealshallbebasedonaclaimthatthetrueintentof
thisCodeortheruleslegallyadoptedhavebeenincorrectly interpreted, theprovisionsofthisCode
donotfullyapplyoranequivalentorbetterformofconstruction isproposed. TheBoardshallnothave
authoritytowaiverequirementsofthisCode.  

2. Qualifications. TheBoardofAppealsshallconsistofmemberswhoarequalifiedbyexperienceand
trainingonmatterspertainingtotheprovisionsofthisCodeandarenotemployeesofthecity.  

3. Administration. Thecodeofficialshalltakeactionwithoutdelayinaccordancewiththedecisionof
theBoard.  

Sec. 7-6-14. Department records.  

Thecodeofficialshallkeepofficialrecordsofallbusinessandactivitiesofthedepartmentspecifiedinthe
provisionsofthisCode. Suchrecordsshallberetainedintheofficialrecordsfortheperiodrequiredfor
retentionofpublicrecords.  

Sec. 7-6-15. Emergency Orders.  

Whenever thecodeofficialdetermines thattherehasbeenaviolationofthisCodeorhasgroundstobelieve
thataviolationhasoccurred, noticeshallbegiveninthemannerprescribed inSection7-3-10totheperson
responsible fortheviolationasspecifiedinthisCode. Noticesforcondemnationproceduresshallalso
complywithSectionSec7-14-11.   

1.  Whenever theDirectorofCommunityDevelopment findsthatanemergencyexistswhichrequires
immediateactiontoprotectthepublichealthorandsafety, theDirectormay, withoutnoticeor
hearing, issuetotheowneroftheproperty, anorderrecitingtheexistenceofsuchanemergency and
requiringtheownertotakesuchactionastheDirectordeemsnecessarytomeettheemergency.  
Notwithstanding theotherprovisionsoftheCode, suchordershallbeeffectiveimmediatelyandany
persontowhomsuchorderisdirectedshallcomplyimmediately, butuponpetitiontotheDirectorof
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CommunityDevelopment shallbeaffordedahearinginthemannerprescribed inSections7-6-9
through7-6-10. Aftersuchahearing, theBoardshallcontinuesuchorderineffect, ormodifyit, or
revokeit.   

2.  TheabatementprocedureinSection7-6-22shallapplyifthepropertyownerfailstocomplywiththe
emergencyorderwithinthetimelinesestablishedabove.   

Sec. 7-6-16. Emergency Notices.  

SuchnoticeprescribedinSection7-6-15shallbeinaccordancewiththefollowingSection7-6-9.  

Sec. 7-6-17. Liability.  

Thecodeofficial, memberoftheBoardofAppealsoremployeechargedwiththeenforcement ofthisCode,  
whileactingforthecity, ingoodfaithandwithoutmaliceinthedischargeofthedutiesrequiredbythisCode
orotherpertinent laworordinance, shallnotberenderedcivillyorcriminallyliablepersonally, andisrelieved
fromallpersonal liabilityforanydamageaccruingtopersonsorpropertyasaresultofanactorbyreason
ofanactoromissioninthedischargeofofficialduties.   

Sec. 7-6-18. Legal defense.  

Anysuitorcriminalcomplaint institutedagainstanyofficeroremployeebecauseofanactperformedby
thatofficeroremployeeinthelawfuldischargeofdutiesandundertheprovisionsofthisCodeshallbe
defendedbythelegalrepresentative ofthecityuntilthefinalterminationoftheproceedings. Thecode
officialoranysubordinate shallnotbeliableforcostsinanaction, suitorproceeding thatisinstitutedin
pursuanceoftheprovisionsofthisCode.   

Sec. 7-6-19. Unlawful acts.  

Itshallbeunlawfulforaperson, firmorcorporation tobeinconflictwithorinviolationofanyoftheprovisions
ofthisCode.   

Furthermore, anycodeenforcement issuesnotresolvedorarerepeatedlynon-compliant, theproperty
stndrdownerissubjecttocitationsasfollows: 1 occurrence-$60, 2 occurrence-$90, 3 occurrence-$120.  

Failuretocomplyiscommittingamisdemeanor thatispunishablebyfineupto $1,000.00and/or90days
injail.  

Sec. 7-6-20. Violation penalties.  

AnypersonwhoshallviolateaprovisionofthisCodeorfailtocomplywithanyoftherequirements thereof,  
shallbeprosecuted withinthelimitsprovidedbystateorlocallaws. Eachdaythataviolationcontinues
afterduenoticehasbeenservedshallbedeemedaseparateoffense.   

Sec. 7-6-21. Prosecution ofviolation.  

AnypersonfailingtocomplywithanoticeofviolationororderservedinaccordancewithSections7-3-14,  
and7-3-15, 7-6-9, and7-14-6 shallbedeemedguiltyofamisdemeanor, punishablebyafineupto
1,000.00and/or90daysinjailorcivilinfractionasdeterminedbythecity, andtheviolationshallbe

deemedastrictliabilityoffense. Ifthenoticeofviolationisnotcompliedwith, thecodeofficialshallinstitute
theappropriateproceedingoflaworinequitytorestrain, correctorabatesuchviolation, ortorequirethe
removalorterminationoftheunlawfuloccupancyofthestructureinviolationoftheprovisionsofthisCode
oroftheorderordirectionmade.   
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Anyactiontakenbythecityonsuchpremisesshallbechargedagainstthepropertyuponwhichthe
structureislocatedandshallbealienuponsuchproperty.   

Sec. 7-6-22. Abatement ofviolation.  

Theimpositionofthepenaltieshereinprescribedshallnotprecludethelegalofficerofthejurisdiction from
institutingappropriateactiontorestrain, correctorabateaviolation, ortopreventillegaloccupancyofa
building, structureorpremises, ortostopanillegalact, conduct, businessorutilizationofthebuilding,  
structureorpremises.    

Sec. 7-6-23. Stop work order.  

Wherethecodeofficial findsanyworkregulatedbythisCodebeingperformedinamannercontrarytothe
provisionsofthisCodeorinanunsafemanner, thecodeofficialisauthorizedtoissueastopworkorder.  

1) Issuance. Thestopworkordershallbeinwritingandshallbegiventotheowneroftheproperty, tothe
owner’sauthorizedagent, ortothepersonperforming thework. Uponissuanceofastopworkorder, the
citedworkshallimmediatelycease. Thestopworkordershallstatethereasonfortheorderandthe
conditionsunderwhichthecitedworkisauthorized toresume.  

2) Emergencies. Whereanemergency exists, thecodeofficialshallnotberequiredtogiveawrittennotice
priortostoppingthework.  

3) Failure tocomply. Anypersonwhoshallcontinueanyworkafterhavingbeenservedwithastopwork
order, exceptsuchworkasthatpersonisdirectedtoperformtoremoveaviolationorunsafecondition,  
shallbesubjecttofinesestablishedbythecity .  

Section 7.       Chapter 7-7ofTitle7oftheRochester CodeofOrdinances ishereby
repealed andreplaced toreadasfollows:  

CHAPTER 7-7. EXTERIOR
Sec. 7-7-1. General.  

Theexteriorofastructureshallbemaintainedingoodrepair, structurallysoundandsanitarysoasnotto
poseathreattothepublichealth, safetyorwelfare.   

Sec. 7-7-2. Exterior premises.  

Exteriorpropertyandpremisesshallbemaintained inaclean, safe, andsanitaryconditionatalltimes.  
Occupantsshallensurethattheportionofexteriorpropertytheyoccupy, orcontroliskeptfreefromhazards
andunsanitaryconditions. Thisincludes, butisnotlimitedto, thepromptremovalofdeadtrees, brush,  
inoperablemachinery, appliances, and anyotheritemssusceptible todeteriorationwhenexposedto
outdoorclimate conditions.   

Occupantsmustalsopromptlyremovedebrissuchastincans, brokenglass, furniture, mattresses, tires,  
andotherrefusefromtheirpremises. Additionally, lumberpiles, buildingmaterialsnotactivelyusedin
constructiononthepremises, anditemsnotdesignedorintendedtowithstandoutdoorclimateconditions
arenotpermittedforoutdoorstorage.   

Sec. 7-7-3. Defacement ofproperty.  

30



Nopersonshallwillfullyorwantonlydamage, mutilateordefaceanyexteriorsurfaceofanystructureor
buildingonanyprivateorpublicpropertybyplacingthereonanymarking, carvingorgraffiti.   

Itshallbetheresponsibilityoftheownertorestoresaidsurfacetoanapprovedstateofmaintenanceand
repair.  

Sec. 7-7-4. Protective treatment.   

Exteriorsurfaces, includingbutnotlimitedto, doors, doorandwindowframes, cornices, porches, trim,  
balconies, decksandfences, shallbemaintained ingoodcondition. Exteriorwoodsurfaces, otherthan
decay-resistantwoods, shallbeprotectedfromtheelementsanddecaybypaintingorotherprotective
coveringortreatment. Peeling, flakingandchippedpaintshallbeeliminatedandsurfacesrepainted. Siding
andmasonry joints, aswellasthosebetweenthebuildingenvelopeandtheperimeterofwindows, doors
andskylights, shallbemaintainedweatherresistantandwatertight. Metalsurfacessubjectto rustor
corrosionshallbecoatedtoinhibitsuchrustandcorrosion, andsurfaceswithrustorcorrosionshallbe
stabilizedandcoatedtoinhibit futurerustandcorrosion. Oxidationstainsshallberemovedfromexterior
surfaces. Surfacesdesignedforstabilizationbyoxidationareexemptfromthisrequirement.  

Sec. 7-7-5. Premises identification.   

Buildingsshallhaveapprovedaddressnumbersplacedinapositiontobeplainlylegibleandvisiblefrom
thestreetorroadfrontingtheproperty. Thesenumbersshallcontrastwiththeirbackground. Address
numbersshallbeArabicnumeralsoralphabet letters. Numbersshallbenotlessthan4inches (102mm)  
inheightwithaminimumstrokewidthof0.5inch (12.7mm).  

Sec. 7-7-6. Structural members.   

Structuralmembersshallbemaintainedfreefromdeteriorationandshallbecapableofsafelysupporting
theimposeddeadandliveloads.  

Sec. 7-7-7. Foundation walls.  

Foundationwallsshallbemaintainedplumbandfreefromopencracksandbreaksandshallbekeptin
suchconditionsoastopreventtheentryofrodentsandotherpests.  

Sec. 7-7-8. Exterior walls.  

Exteriorwallsshallbefreefromholes, breaks, andlooseorrottingmaterials; andmaintained weatherproof
andproperlysurfacecoatedwhererequiredtopreventdeterioration.  

1) Peeling, flakingandchippedpaintconditionswhichextendmorethan25percentofthesurface
areaofanyplaneorwall, orotherareashallbeeliminated, andsurfacesrepainted.   

2) Siding, andmasonryjoints, aswellasthosebetweenthebuildingenvelopeandtheperimeterof
windows, doors, andskylights, shallbemaintainedweatherresistantandwatertight.   

3) Metalsurfacessubjecttorustorcorrosionshallbecoatedtoinhibitsuchrustandcorrosion, and
surfaceswithrustorcorrosionshallbestabilizedandcoatedtoinhibitfuturerustandcorrosion.  
Oxidationstainsshallberemovedfromexteriorsurfaces. Surfacesdesignedforstabilizationby
oxidationareexemptfromthisrequirement.  
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Sec. 7-7-9. Roofs and drainage.  

Theroofandflashingshallbesound, tightandnothavedefectsthatadmitrain. Roofdrainageshallbe
adequatetopreventdampnessordeterioration inthewallsorinteriorportionofthestructure. Roofdrains,  
guttersanddownspoutsshallbemaintainedingoodrepairandfreefromobstructions. Roofwatershallnot
bedischargedinamannerthatcreatesapublicnuisance.  

Sec. 7-7-10. Decorative features.   

Cornices, beltcourses, corbels, terracottatrim, wallfacingsandsimilardecorative featuresshallbe
maintained ingoodrepairwithproperanchorageandinasafecondition.  

Sec. 7-7-11. Overhang extensions.   

Overhangextensions including, butnotlimitedto, canopies, marquees, signs, metalawnings, fireescapes,  
standpipesandexhaustductsshallbemaintained ingoodrepairandbeproperlyanchoredtobekeptina
soundcondition. Whererequired, allexposed surfacesofmetalorwoodshallbeprotected fromthe
elementsandagainstdecayorrustbyperiodicapplicationofweather-coatingmaterials, suchaspaintor
similarsurfacetreatment.  

Sec. 7-7-12. Stairways, decks, porches andbalconies.  

Everyexteriorstairway, deck, porchandbalcony, andallappurtenances attachedthereto, shallbe
maintainedstructurallysound, ingoodrepair, withproperanchorageandcapableofsupporting the
imposedloads.  

Sec. 7-7-13. Sidewalks anddriveways.  

Sidewalks, walkways, stairs, driveways, parkingspacesandsimilarareasshallbelevelwithasmooth
transitionbetweensurfaces, inaproperstateofrepair, andmaintainedfreefrompotholes, settlements,  
gaps, triphazardsgreaterthanoneinch, orotherhazardousconditions.   

Sec. 7-7-14. Chimneys and towers.  

Chimneys, coolingtowers, smokestacks, andsimilarappurtenances shallbemaintained structurallysafe
andsound, andingoodrepair. Exposedsurfacesofmetalorwoodshallbeprotected fromtheelements
andagainstdecayorrustbyperiodicapplicationofweather-coatingmaterials, suchaspaintorsimilar
surfacetreatment.  

Sec. 7-7-15. Handrails and guards.   

Everyhandrailandguardshallbefirmlyfastenedandcapableofsupportingnormally imposedloadsand
shallbemaintained ingoodcondition.  

1) Everyexteriorflightofstairshavingfourormorerisersshallhaveahandrailonatleastonesideof
thestairandeveryopenportionofastair, landing, balcony, porch, deck, ramporotherwalking
surfacethatismorethan30inches (762mm) abovethefloororgradebelowshallhaveguards.  
Existinghandrailsshallbenotlessthan30inchesinheightormorethan42inchesinheight
measuredverticallyabovethenosingofthetreadorabovethefinishedfloorofthelandingor
walkingsurfaces.    

2) Guardsshallbeprovidedalongopen-sidedwalkingsurfaces, includingbalconies, porches, decks,  
stairs, rampsandlandingsthataremorethan30inchesabovethefloororgradebelow. Existingguards
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shallnotbelessthan30inchesinheightabovethefloorofthelanding, balcony, porch, deck, orramp
orotherwalkingsurface.   
3) Everyrailandbalustradeshallbefastenedandmaintained inaworkmanlike condition.     
4) Thetreadsofeveryflightofstairsshallbeuniforminheightandbestrongenoughtobeartheload

requiredbytheBuildingCode. Everystairtreadshallbesoundandsecurelyfastenedinposition.   
5) Alloutsidestairways, fireescapesandexitwaysshallbemaintainedunobstructed, andfreeofice

andsnow.     

Sect 7-7-16. Window, skylight and door frames.  

Everywindow, skylight, doorandframeshallbekeptinsoundcondition, goodrepairandweathertight.  

Sec. 7-7-17. Windows.   

Operablewindowslocatedinwholeorinpartwithin6feet (1828mm) abovegroundlevelorawalking
surfacebelow, thatprovideaccesstoadwellingunit, roomingunit, orhousekeeping unitthatisrented,  
leasedorletshallbeequippedwithawindowsashlockingdevicethatisinstalledtomanufacturers
specifications. Iftheoriginalwindowisequippedwithalockingmechanism, itmustremainintact.  Allother
windowsfordwellingunits, roomingunitsorhousekeeping unitsshallmaintainthewindowsmanufactured
lockingmechanismtoprovidesecurity fortheoccupants.  

Sec. 7-7-18. Glazing.   

Glazingmaterialsshallbemaintainedfreefromcracksandholes.  

Sec. 7-7-19. Openable windows.   

Everywindow, otherthanafixedwindow, shallbeeasilyopenableandcapableofbeingheldinposition
bywindowhardware.  

Sec. 7-7-20. Insect screens.  

DuringtheperiodfromJune1toOctober 15th, everydoor, windowandotheroutsideopeningrequired
forventilationofhabitablerooms, foodpreparationareas, foodserviceareasoranyareaswhereproducts
tobeincludedorutilizedinfoodforhumanconsumptionareprocessed, manufactured, packagedorstored
shallbesuppliedwithapprovedtightlyfittingscreensofminimum16meshperinch (16meshper25mm),  
andeveryscreendoorusedforinsectcontrolshallhaveaself-closingdeviceingoodworkingcondition.  

Exception: Screensshallnotberequiredwhereotherapprovedmeans, suchasaircurtainsorinsect
repellentfans, areemployed.  

Sec. 7-7-21. Guards and screens forbasement windows.   

Everybasementwindowthatisopenableshallbesuppliedwithrodentshields, stormwindowsorother
approvedprotectionagainst theentryofrodents.  

Everybasementorgrade-levelwindowusedorintendedtobeusedforventilation, andeveryother
openingtoabasementorgrade-levelthatmightprovideanentryforrodents, mustbesuppliedwitha
screenorsuchotherdeviceaswilleffectivelypreventtheirentranceallyearlong.  
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Sec. 7-7-22. Basement hatchways.   

Everybasementhatchwayshallbemaintainedtopreventtheentranceofrodents, rainandsurfacedrainage
water.   

Basementhatchwaysthatprovideaccesstoadwellingunit, roomingunitorhousekeeping unitthatis
rented, leasedorletshallbeequippedwithdevicesthatsecuretheunitsfromunauthorized entry.  

Sec. 7-7-23. Building security.   

Doors, windowsorhatchwaysfordwellingunits, roomunitsorhousekeeping unitsshallbeprovidedwith
devicesdesignedtoprovidesecurityfortheoccupantsandpropertywithin.  

Sec. 7-7-24. Doors.   

Allbuildingexitdoorsmustbeoperablefromtheinsidewithouttheuseofakey, orspecialknowledgeor
effort. Exitdoorsmustnotbelocked, chained, bolted, barred, latchedorotherwiserenderedunusable. All
lockingdevicesmustbeofanapprovedtype.  

Doorsprovidingaccesstoanindividualdwellingunit, roomingunitorhousekeeping unitthatisrented,  
leasedorletwhereequippedwithadeadbolt lock, thedeadboltshallbedesignedtobereadilyopenable
fromthesidefromwhichegressistobemadewithouttheneedforkeys, specialknowledgeoreffortand
shallhaveaminimumlockthrowof1inch (25mm). Suchdeadbolt locksshallbeinstalledaccordingtothe
manufacturer’sspecifications andmaintained ingoodworkingorder. Forthepurposeof thissection, a
slidingboltshallnotbeconsideredanacceptabledeadbolt lock.   

Locksatallentrancestodwellingunitsandsleepingunitsshalltightlysecurethedoor.   

Locksonmeansofegressdoorsshallbeinaccordancewithsection7-13-4.  

Notwithstanding anything insections7-8-3through7-8-7, exitdoorsfromindividualdwellingunitshaving
anoccupantloadoftenorlessmaybeprovidedwithanightlatch, deadboltorsecuritychain, provided
suchdevicesareoperablefromtheinsidewithouttheuseofakeyortool, andmountedataheightnotto
exceed48inchesabovethefinishedfloor.  

Sec. 7-7-25. Gates.  

Exteriorgates, gateassemblies, operatorsystemsifprovided, andhardwareshallbemaintained ingood
condition. Latchesatallentrancesshalltightlysecurethegates.  

Sec. 7-7-26. Accessory structures.  

Accessorystructures, includingdetachedgarages, fences, retainingwalls, andwalls, shallbemaintained
structurallysoundandingoodrepair.   

Sec. 7-7-27. Accumulation ofrubbish orgarbage.  

Exteriorpropertyandpremisesshallbefreefromanyaccumulationofrubbishorgarbage.   

Sec. 7-7-28. Disposal ofrubbish.  
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Everyoccupantofastructureshalldisposeofallrubbishinacleanandsanitarymannerbyplacingsuch
rubbishinapprovedcontainers.   

Sec. 7-7-29. Rubbish storage facilities.  

Theownerofeveryoccupiedpremisesshallsupplyapprovedcoveredcontainersforrubbish, andtheowner
ofthepremisesshallensurerubbishserviceisprovidedandshallberesponsible fortheremovalofrubbish.  
Whilebeingaccumulated andstoredforcollectionandtransportation toapermitteddisposal facility, solid
wastemustbestoredinreusable, coveredcontainers (e.g., cans, dumpsters, compactors, rolloffcontainers)  
thatarerust, impact, verminandleakresistant. Solidwastemaybestoredno longerthanoneweek.  
Occupantsutilizingtheservicesofacommercialhaulermayplaceacceptablecontainersofsolidwaste,  
recyclablematerialsoryardwasteatthecurborcollectionsitenosoonerthantheeveningpriortoscheduled
collectionandmustremovetheemptycontainers thesamedayascollection.   

Sec. 7-7-30. Refrigerators.  

Refrigeratorsandsimilarequipmentnotinoperationshallnotbediscarded, abandonedorstoredon
premiseswithoutfirstremovingthedoors.   

Sec. 7-7-31. Disposal ofgarbage.  

Everyoccupantofastructureshalldisposeofgarbageinacleanandsanitarymannerbyplacingsuch
garbageinanapprovedgarbagedisposalfacilityorapprovedgarbagecontainers.   

Sec. 7-7-32. Garbage facilities.  

Theownershallsupplysuchfacilitiesorcontainersforallapartmentsinadwellingcontainingmorethan
threeapartmentsandforallapartments locatedonpremiseswherethreeormoreapartmentssharethe
samepremises. Inallothercases, itshallbetheresponsibilityoftheoccupanttofurnishsuchfacilitiesor
containersunlesstheownerfurnishessuchfacilitiesorcontainersorhasagreedtofurnishthem. The
responsiblepartyofeverydwellingshallsupplyanapprovedleak-proof, covered, outsidegarbagecontainer
intendedforrubbishremoval.   

Sec. 7-7-33. Containers.  

Theoperatorofeveryestablishment producinggarbageshallprovide, andatalltimescausetobeutilized,  
approvedleak, rust, impact, andverminresistantcontainers intendedforrubbishremovalandprovidedwith
close-fittingcoversforthestorageofsuchmaterialsuntilremovedfromthepremisesfordisposal. Occupants
utilizingtheservicesofacommercialhaulermayplaceacceptable containersofsolidwaste, recyclable
materialsoryardwasteatthecurborcollectionsitenosoonerthantheeveningpriortoscheduledcollection
andmustremovetheemptycontainers thesamedayascollection.  Allsolidwastecontainersshallbekept
asneartotherearofthepremisesaspracticable, atthealleyifoneexists, andshallbelocated tobeeasily
accessibletothecollector.  Suchcontainersmustbekeptonannonporous surface.   

Sec. 7-7-34. Rodent harborage.  

Structuresandexteriorpropertyshallbekeptfreefromrodentharborageandinfestation. Whererodentsare
found, theyshallbepromptlyexterminatedbyapprovedprocessesthatwillnotbeinjurioustohumanhealth.  
Afterpestelimination, properprecautionsshallbetakentoeliminate rodentharborageandpreventre- 
infestation.   

Sec. 7-7-35. Motor vehicles.  
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Exceptasprovidedforinotherregulations, noinoperativeorunlicensedmotorvehicleshallbeparked, kept
orstoredonanypremises, andnovehicleshallatanytimebeinastateofmajordisassembly, disrepair,  
orintheprocessofbeingstrippedordismantled. Paintingofvehiclesisprohibitedunlessconducted inside
anapprovedspraybooth.  Afterformalandpropernoticetothepropertyownerandvehicleowner, andthe
vehiclestillremains unlicensedorinoperable, thevehiclewillbetowedatthepropertyowner’sexpense
duetoitbeingapublicnuisance.  

Exception: Avehicleofanytypeispermittedtoundergomajoroverhaul, includingbodywork, providedthat
suchworkisperformedinsideastructureorsimilarlyenclosedareadesignedandapprovedforsuch
purposes.  

Section 8.       Chapter 7-8ofTitle7oftheRochester CodeofOrdinances ishereby
repealed andreplaced toreadasfollows:  

CHAPTER 7-8. INTERIOR

Sec. 7-8-1. General.  

Theinteriorofastructureandequipment thereinshallbemaintained ingoodrepair, structurallysoundand
inasanitarycondition. Occupantsshallkeepthatpartofthestructurethattheyoccupyorcontrol, inaclean
andsanitarycondition. Everyownerofastructurecontainingaroominghouse, housekeeping units, twoor
moredwellingunits, ortwoormorenon-residentialoccupancies, shallmaintain, inacleanandsanitary
condition, thesharedorpublicareasofthestructureandexteriorproperty.   

Sec. 7-8-2. Item overcrowding.  

Overcrowding occurswhenaroomorportionofadwelling isusedforlong-termstorageofitems, goods,  
oranymaterialsoastopreventupkeep, maintenance, orregularhousekeeping. Aroommaybeconsidered
overcrowded whenstoragecoversanexcessiveamountofthefloorareaofaroom, constitutesapotential
excessivefireload, preventsaccesstowindowsordoors, preventsaccesstoorobstructsmechanical
systemsorairmovement, effectivelyeliminatesuseandaccesstorequiredelectricaldevices, impedes
accessandmovementofemergencypersonnel, blockshallways, limitstheoperationofdoorsorprovides
pestharborage.    

Sec. 7-8-3. Interior walls, floors, doors, and ceilings.  

Interiorsurfaces, includingwindows, floors, walls, anddoors, shallbemaintained in good, cleanand
sanitarycondition. Peeling, chipping, flakingorabradedpaintshallberepaired, removedorcovered.  
Crackedorlooseplaster, decayedwoodandotherdefectivesurfaceconditionsshallbecorrected.   

Everycommonhallandstairwayineveryapartmenthousecontaining fiveormoreapartmentsmustbe
lightedatalltimes toprovideilluminationofatleasttwofootcandles oneverypartofsuchareas. Inother
thanresidential occupancies, allinteriorandexteriormeansofegress, includingstairways, shallbe
illuminatedatalltimeswhentheareaservedbysuch meansofegressisoccupiedatfloors, landingsand
stairways.  Insteadoffull-timelighting, apublichallandstairwayinstructuresdevotedsolelytodwelling
occupancy,  containing notmorethanfourapartments maybesuppliedwithconveniently locatedlight
switchescontrollinganadequatelightingsystemthatmaybeturnedonwhenneeded.    
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Sec. 7-8-4. Handrails, headroom andguards.  

Everyhandrailandguardshallbefirmlyfastenedandcapableofsupportingnormally imposedloadsand
shallbemaintained ingoodcondition.  

Everyinteriorflightofstairshavingfourormorerisersshallhaveahandrailonatleastonesideofthestair
andeveryopenportionofastair, landing, balcony, porch, deck, ramporotherwalkingsurfacethatismore
than30inches (762mm) abovethefloororgradebelowshallhaveguards. Existinghandrailsshallbenot
lessthan3034inchesinheightormorethan42 inchesinheightmeasuredverticallyabovethenosingof
thetreadorabovethefinishedfloorofthelandingorwalkingsurfaces.    

Guardsshallbeprovidedalongopen-sidedwalkingsurfaces, includingbalconies, porches, decks, stairs,  
rampsandlandingsthataremorethan30inchesabovethefloororgradebelow. Existingguardsshallnot
belessthan30inchesinheightabovethefloorofthelanding, balcony, porch, deck, orramporother
walkingsurface.   

Everyrailandbalustradeshallbefastenedandmaintained inaworkmanlike condition.     

Thetreadsofeveryflightofstairsshallbeuniforminriseandrunheightandbestrongenoughtobearthe
loadrequiredbytheBuildingCode. Everystairtreadshallbesoundandsecurelyfastenedinposition.   

Theminimumexistingstairheadroomforarentaldwellingissixfeetfourinchesservingalllevelscontaining
habitable/occupiedspace.   

Sec. 7-8-5. Flooring.  

Flooringandflooringcomponentswithdefectsthataffectserviceabilityorflooringcomponents thatshow
signsofdeteriorationorfatigue, arenotproperlyanchoredorareincapableofsupportingallnominalloads
andresistingallloadeffectsshallbecorrected.   

Indwellingunits, everytoiletroomfloorshallbemaintainedtobeasmooth, hard, nonabsorbent surfaceto
permitsuchfloortobeeasilykeptinacleanandsanitarycondition.   

Sec. 7-8-6. Doors.  

Everyinteriordoorshallfitwithinitsframeandshallbecapableofbeingopenedandclosedbybeing
properlyandsecurelyattachedtojambs, headers, ortracksasintendedbythemanufacturerofthe
attachmenthardware.   

Sec. 7-8-7. Building security.  

Allbuildingexitdoorsmustbeoperablefromtheinsidewithouttheuseofakey, orspecialknowledgeor
effort. Exitdoorsmustnotbelocked, chained, bolted, barred, latchedorotherwiserenderedunusable. All
lockingdevicesmustbeofanapprovedtype.   

1) Notwithstanding anythinginSections7-13-1through7-13-8tothecontrary, exitdoorsfromindividual
dwellingunitshavinganoccupant loadoftenorlessmaybeprovidedwithanightlatch, deadboltor
securitychain, providedsuchdevicesareoperable fromtheinsidewithouttheuseofakeyortool,  
andmountedataheightnottoexceed48inchesabovethefinishedfloor.  

Doors, windowsorhatchwaysfordwellingunits, roomunitsorhousekeeping unitsshallbeprovidedwith
devicesdesignedtoprovidesecurityfortheoccupantsandpropertywithin.   

37



Sect. 7-8-8. Locked doors.  

Anylockingmechanism cannotbehigherthan48inchesfromthefinishedfloor. Meansofegressdoors
shallbereadilyopenablefromthesidefromwhichegressistobemadewithouttheneedforkeys, special
knowledge, oreffort, exceptwherethedoorhardwareconformstothatpermittedbytheInternational
BuildingCode.  

Sec. 7-8-9. Accumulation ofrubbish orgarbage.  

Theinteriorofeverystructureshallbefreefromanyaccumulationofrubbishorgarbage.   

Sec. 7-8-10. Infestation.  

Structuresshallbekeptfreefrominsectandrodentinfestation. Structuresinwhichinsectsorrodentsare
foundshallbepromptlyexterminatedbyapprovedprocessesthatwillnotbeinjurioustohumanhealth.  
Afterpestelimination, properprecautionsshallbetakentopreventre-infestation.  Aprofessional
exterminatormayberequireddependentontheinfestation.  

Sec. 7-8-11. Infestation prior totenant occupancy.  

Theownerofanystructureshallberesponsible forpesteliminationwithinthestructurepriortorentingor
leasingthestructure.   

Sec. 7-8-12. Single occupancy infestation.  

Theoccupantofaone-householddwellingorofasingle-tenantnon-residentialstructureshallbe
responsible forpesteliminationonthepremises.   

Sec. 7-8-13. Multiple occupancy infestation.  

Theownerofastructurecontaining twoormoredwellingunits, amultipleoccupancy, aroominghouseor
anon-residentialstructureshallberesponsible forpestelimination inthepublicorsharedareasofthe
structureandexteriorproperty. Ifinfestationiscausedbyfailureofanoccupanttopreventsuchinfestation
intheareaoccupied, theoccupantandownershallberesponsible forpestelimination.     

Sec. 7-8-14. Occupant responsibilities.  

Theoccupantofanystructureshallberesponsible forthecontinuedrodentandpest-freeconditionofthe
structure.   

Exception:  
Wheretheinfestationsarecausedbydefectsinthestructure, theownershallberesponsible forpest
elimination.   

Sec. 7-8-15. Accessibility.  

Afacilitythatisrequiredtobeaccessibleshallbemaintained accessibleduringoccupancy. Theaccessible
featuresofafacilityshallbemaintained ingoodrepair, inaclean, structurallysoundandsanitarycondition,  
andfreefromimpediments toaccessibility.  
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Section 9.       Chapter 7-9ofTitle7oftheRochester CodeofOrdinances ishereby
repealed andreplaced toreadasfollows:  

CHAPTER 7-9. OCCUPANCY

Sec. 7-9-1. Room area.  

Everysingledwellingorapartmentmustcontainatleast150squarefeetofnetfloorareaforthefirst
occupantandatleast100additionalsquarefeetoffloorareaforeveryadditionaloccupant. Floorspace
mustbecalculatedbasedontotalhabitableroomarea.   

Sec. 7-9-2. Minimum room dimensions.  

Ahabitableroom, otherthanakitchen, shallhaveafloorareaofnotlessthan70squarefeetandnotbe
lessthan7feetinanyplandirection.   

Sec. 7-9-3. Sleeping area.  

Ineveryapartmentoftwoormorerooms, everyroomoccupiedforsleepingpurposesbyoneoccupant
mustcontainatleast70squarefeetoffloorarea. Everyroomoccupiedforsleepingpurposesbymorethan
oneoccupantmustcontainanadditional50squarefeetoffloorareaforeachoccupant.  

Sec. 7-9-4. Prohibited occupancy.  

Kitchensandnon-habitablespacesshallnotbeusedforsleepingpurposes.  

Sec. 7-9-5. Other requirements.  

BedroomsshallcomplywiththeapplicableprovisionsofthisCodeincluding, butnotlimitedto, thelight,  
ventilation, roomarea, ceilingheightandroomwidthrequirementsofthischapter; theplumbingandwater- 
heatingfacilitiesrequirementsofChapter7-11; theheatingfacilitiesandelectricalreceptaclerequirements
ofChapter7-12; andthesmokedetectorandemergency escaperequirementsofChapter7-13.  

Sec. 7-9-6. Access from bedrooms.  

Bedroomsshallnotconstitutetheonlymeansofaccesstootherbedroomsorhabitablespacesandshall
notserveastheonlymeansofegressfromotherhabitablespaces.   

Exception: Unitsthatcontainfewerthantwobedrooms.  

Sec. 7-9-7. Water closet accessibility.  

Everybedroomshallhaveaccesstonotlessthanonewaterclosetandonelavatorywithoutpassing
throughanotherbedroom. Everybedroominadwellingunitshallhaveaccesstonotlessthanonewater
closetandlavatorylocatedinthesamestoryasthebedroomoranadjacentstory.   

Sec. 7-9-8. Privacy.  

Dwellingunits, housekeeping units, androomingunitsshallbearrangedtoprovideprivacyandbeseparate
fromotheradjoiningspaces.   
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Toiletroomsandbathroomsshallprovideprivacyandshallnotconstitutetheonlypassageway toahallor
otherspace, ortotheexterior. Adoorandinteriorlockingdeviceshallbeprovidedforallcommonorshared
bathroomsandtoiletroomsinamultipledwelling.   

Sec. 7-9-9. Location.  

Toiletroomsandbathroomsservingroomingunitsordormitoryunitsorhousekeeping units, shallbe
accessiblewithouttraversingmorethanoneflightofstairsandshallbeaccessedfromacommonhallor
passageway.   

Sec. 7-9-10. Minimum ceiling heights.  

Habitablespaces, hallways, corridors, laundryareas, bathrooms, toiletroomsandhabitablebasement
areasshallhaveaminimumclearceilingheightof7feet (2134mm).   

Exceptions:   

1. Inone- andtwo-householddwellings, beamsorgirdersspacednotlessthan4feet (1219mm) on
centerandprojectingamaximumof6inches (152mm) belowtherequiredceilingheight.  

2. Basementroomsinone- andtwo-householddwellingsoccupiedexclusively forlaundry, study, or
recreationpurposes, havingaminimumceilingheightof6feet4inches (1932mm) withaminimum
clearheightof6feet4inches (1932mm) underbeams, girders, ductsandsimilarobstructions.  

3. Roomsoccupiedexclusively forsleeping, studyorsimilarpurposesandhavingaslopedceiling
overallorpartoftheroom, withaminimumclearceilingheightof7feet (2134mm) overnotless
thanone-halfoftherequiredminimumfloorarea. Incalculatingthefloorareaofsuchrooms, only
thoseportionsofthefloorareawithaminimumclearceilingheightof5feet (1524mm) shallbe
included.  

Sec. 7-9-11. Rooming unit.  

Permittedifitsatisfiesallthefollowing:   

1. Theroomingunitmusthaveahabitableroomofnotlessthan120squarefeetofsuperficial floor
area. Anadditional50squarefeetofsuperficial floorareamustbeprovidedforeachoccupant,  
morethantwo.  

2. Theroomingunitshallnotcontainakitchenorkitchenette. Arefrigeratorand/ormicrowaveoven
maybeusedwithintheunit. Heatproducing foodpreparationappliances, including, butnotlimited
to, stoves, hotplates, electricfrypans, crockpots, andtoasterovens, shallnotbeusedorstored
withintheunit.  

3. Therooming unitmustbeprovidedwithaseparatebathroommeetingtherequirementsofthis
chapterorsharedfacilitiesinaccordancewiththefixturerequirements oftheBuildingCodeineffect
atthetimeofissuanceoftheinitialregistrationcertificate.  Onewatercloset, lavatory, bathtubor
showershallbesuppliedforamaximumoffourroomingunits.  

Sec. 7-9-12. Efficiency unit.  

Nothinginthissectionshallprohibitanefficientlivingunitfrommeetingthefollowingrequirements:   

1. Aunitoccupiedbynotmorethanoneoccupantshallhaveaminimumclearfloorareaof190
squarefeet (11.2m2). Aunitoccupiedbynotmorethantwooccupantsshallhaveaminimum
clearfloorareaof220squarefeet (20.4m2). Aunitoccupiedbythreeoccupantsshallhavea
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minimumclearfloorareaof320squarefeet (29.7m2). Theserequiredareasshallbeexclusiveof
theareasrequiredbyItems2and3.  

2.  Theunitshallbeprovidedwithakitchensink, cookingapplianceandrefrigerationfacilities, each
havingaminimumclearworkingspaceof30inches (762mm) infront. Lightandventilation
conformingtothisCodeshallbeprovided.  

3. Theunitshallbeprovidedwithaseparatebathroomcontainingawatercloset, lavatoryandbathtub
orshower.  

Sec. 7-9-13. Food preparation.  

Allspacestobeoccupiedforfoodpreparationpurposesshallcontainsuitablespaceandequipment to
store, prepareandservefoodinasanitarymanner. Thereshallbeadequatefacilitiesandservicesforthe
sanitarydisposaloffoodwasteandrefuse, includingfacilitiesfortemporarystorage.   

Section 10.       Chapter 7-10ofTitle7oftheRochester CodeofOrdinances ishereby
repealed andreplaced toreadasfollows:  

CHAPTER 7-10. LIGHT AND VENTILATION

Sec. 7-10-1. Scope.  

Theprovisionsofthischaptershallgoverntheminimumconditionsandstandardsforlightandventilation.   

Sec. 7-10-2. Responsibility.  

Theownerofthestructureshallprovideandmaintainlightandventilationconditionsincompliancewith
theserequirements. Apersonshallnotoccupyasowner-occupant, orpermitanotherpersontooccupy,  
anypremisesthatdonotcomplywiththerequirementsofthischapter.   

Sec. 7-10-3. Alternative devices.  

Inlieuofthemeansfornaturallightandventilationhereinprescribed, artificial lightormechanicalventilation
complyingwiththeInternationalBuildingCodeshallbepermitted.   

Sec. 7-10-4. Habitable spaces.  

Everyhabitablespaceshallhavenotlessthanonewindowofapprovedsizefacingdirectlytotheoutdoors
ortoacourt. Theminimumtotalglazedareaforeveryhabitablespaceshallbe8percentofthefloorarea
ofsuchroom. Whereverwallsorotherportionsofastructurefaceawindowofanyroomandsuch
obstructionsarelocatedlessthan3feet (914mm) fromthewindowandextendtoalevelabovethatofthe
ceilingoftheroom, suchwindowshallnotbedeemedtofacedirectlytotheoutdoorsnortoacourtand
shallnotbeincludedascontributing totherequiredminimumtotalwindowareafortheroom.  

Exception: Wherenatural lightforroomsorspaceswithoutexteriorglazingareasisprovidedthroughan
adjoiningroom, theunobstructed openingtotheadjoiningroomshallbenotlessthan8percentofthefloor
areaoftheinteriorroomorspace, butaminimumof25squarefeet (2.33m). Theexteriorglazingarea
shallbebasedonthetotalfloorareabeingserved.    
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Everyhabitablespaceshallhavenotlessthanoneopenablewindow. Thetotalopenableareaofthe
windowineveryroomshallbeequaltonotlessthan45percentoftheminimumglazedarearequiredin
Section7-10-4.  

Exception: Whereroomsandspaceswithoutopeningstotheoutdoorsareventilatedthroughanadjoining
room, theunobstructed openingtotheadjoiningroomshallbenotlessthan8percentofthefloorareaof
theinteriorroomorspace, butnotlessthan25squarefeet (2.33m2). Theventilationopeningstothe
outdoorsshallbebasedonatotalfloorareabeingventilated.   

Sec. 7-10-5. Common halls and stairways.  

Everypublichallandstairwayineveryapartmenthousecontainingfiveormoreapartmentsmustbealways
littoprovideilluminationofatleasttwofootcandlesoneverypartofsuchareas.  Insteadoffull-timelighting,  
apublichallandstairwayinstructuresdevotedsolelytodwellingoccupancyandcontainingnotmorethan
fourapartmentsmaybesuppliedwithconveniently locatedlightswitchescontrollinganadequate lighting
systemthatmaybeturnedonwhenneeded.   

Sec. 7-10-6. Other spaces.  

Allotherspacesshallbeprovidedwithnaturalorartificial lightsufficienttopermitthemaintenanceof
sanitaryconditions, andthesafeoccupancyofthespaceandutilizationoftheappliances, equipmentand
fixtures.   

Sec. 7-10-7. Bathrooms and toilet rooms.  

Everybathroomandtoiletroomshallcomplywiththeventilationrequirements forhabitablespacesas
requiredbySection7-8-4. Airexhaustedbyamechanicalventilationsystemfromabathroomortoiletroom
shalldischargetotheoutdoorsandshallnotberecirculatedwithinastructure.  

Sec. 7-10-8. Process ventilation.  

Whereinjurious, toxic, irritatingornoxiousfumes, gases, dustormistsaregenerated, alocalexhaust
ventilationsystemshall beprovidedtoremovethecontaminating agentatthesource. Airshallbe
exhaustedtotheexteriorandnotberecirculated toanyspacewithinastructure.   

Sec. 7-10-9. Clothes dryer exhaust.  

Clothesdryerexhaustsystemsshallbeindependentofallothersystemsandshallbeexhaustedoutside
thestructureinaccordancewiththemanufacturer'sinstructions. Vinylductingisprohibited.   

Exception: Listedandlabeledcondensing (ductless) clothesdryers.  
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Section 11.       Chapter 7-11ofTitle7oftheRochester CodeofOrdinances ishereby
created toreadasfollows:  

CHAPTER 7-11. PLUMBING FACILITIES AND FIXTURE REQUIREMENTS

Sect 7-11-1. Scope.  

Theprovisionsofthischaptershallgoverntheminimumplumbingsystems, facilitiesandplumbingfixtures
tobeprovided.   

Sec. 7-11-2. General.  

Plumbingfixturesshallbeproperlyinstalledandmaintained inworkingorder, andshallbekeptfreefrom
obstructions, leaksanddefectsandbecapableofperformingthefunctionforwhichsuchplumbingfixtures
aredesigned. Plumbingfixturesshallbemaintained inasafe, sanitary, andfunctionalcondition.   

Sec. 7-11-3. Responsibility.  

Theownerofthestructureshallprovideandmaintainsuchplumbingfacilitiesandplumbingfixturesin
compliancewiththeserequirements. Apersonshallnotoccupyasowneroccupantorpermitanother
persontooccupyanystructureorpremises thatdoesnotcomplywiththerequirementsofthischapter.   

Sec. 7-11-4. Dwelling units.  

Everydwellingunitshallcontainitsownbathtuborshower, lavatory, waterclosetandkitchensinkthatshall
bemaintainedinasanitary, safeworkingcondition. Thelavatoryshallbeplacedinthesameroomasthe
waterclosetorlocatedincloseproximitytothedoorleadingdirectlyintotheroominwhichsuchwater
closetislocated. Akitchensinkshallnotbeusedasasubstitutefortherequiredlavatory.   

Sec. 7-11-5. Rooming houses.  

Atleastonewatercloset, lavatoryandbathtuborshowershallbesuppliedforeachfourroomingunits.  

Sec. 7-11-6. Public toilet facilities.  

Publictoiletfacilitiesshallbemaintained inasafe, sanitary, andworkingconditioninaccordancewiththe
InternationalPlumbingCode. Exceptforperiodicmaintenanceorcleaning, publicaccessanduseshallbe
providedtothetoiletfacilitiesatalltimesduringmanagementbusinesshours.  

Sec. 7-11-7. Toilet rooms.  

1. Privacy: Toiletroomsandbathroomsshallprovideprivacyandshallnotconstitutetheonly
passageway toahallorotherspace, ortotheexterior. Adoorandinteriorlockingdeviceshallbeprovided
forallcommonorsharedbathroomsandtoiletrooms.  

2. Location: Toiletroomsandbathroomsservinghotelunits, roomingunitsordormitoryunitsor
housekeeping units, shallhaveaccessbytraversingnotmorethanoneflightofstairsandshallhave
accessfromacommonhallorpassageway.  

3. Floor surface: Inotherthandwellingunits, everytoiletroomfloorshallbemaintainedtobeasmooth,  
hard, nonabsorbent surfacetopermitsuchfloortobeeasilykeptinacleanandsanitarycondition.  
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Sec. 7-11-8. Water system.  

Everysink, lavatory, bathtuborshower, drinkingfountain, waterclosetorotherplumbingfixtureshallbe
properlyconnectedtoeitherapublicwatersystemortoanapprovedprivatewatersystem. Kitchensinks,  
lavatories, laundryfacilities, bathtubsandshowersshallbesuppliedwithhotortemperedandcoldrunning
waterinaccordancewiththeInternationalPlumbingCode.  

Sec. 7-11-9. Contamination.  

Thewatersupplyshallbemaintainedfreefromcontamination, andallwaterinletsforplumbingfixtures
shallbelocatedabovetheflood-levelrimofthefixture. Shampoobasinfaucets, janitorsinkfaucets, bidets,  
showerheadsusingvacuumbreakers, andotherhosebibsorfaucetstowhichhosesareattachedandleft
inplace, shallbeprotectedbyanapprovedatmospheric-typevacuumbreakeroranapprovedpermanently
attachedhoseconnectionvacuumbreaker.  

Sec. 7-11-10. Supply.   

Thewatersupplysystemshallbeinstalledandmaintained toprovideasupplyofwatertoplumbingfixtures,  
devicesandappurtenances insufficientvolumeandatpressuresadequate toenablethefixturestofunction
properly, safely, andfreefromdefectsandleaks.  

Sec. 7-11-11. Water heating facilities.  

Waterheatingfacilitiesshallbeproperlyinstalled, maintainedandcapableofprovidinganadequateamount
ofwatertobedrawnateveryrequiredsink, lavatory, bathtub, showerandlaundryfacilityataminimum
temperatureof110°F (43°C). Agas-burningwaterheatershallnotbelocatedinanybathroom, toiletroom,  
bedroomorotheroccupiedroomnormallykeptclosed, unlessadequatecombustionairisprovided. An
approvedcombination temperatureandpressure-reliefvalveandreliefvalvedischargepipeshallbe
properlyinstalledandmaintainedonwaterheaters.  
Sect. 7-11-12. Non-potable water reuse systems.   

Non-potablewaterreusesystemsandrainwatercollectionandconveyancesystemsshallbemaintained in
asafeandsanitarycondition. Wheresuchsystemsarenotproperlymaintained, thesystemsshallbe
repairedtoprovideforsafeandsanitaryconditions, orthesystemshallbeabandoned inaccordance with
Section7-11-13.  

Sec. 7-11-13. Abandonment ofsystems.   

Whereanonpotablewaterreusesystemorarainwatercollectionanddistributionsystemisnotmaintained
ortheownerceasesuseofthesystem, thesystemshallbeabandonedinaccordancewithSection1301.10
oftheInternationalPlumbingCode.  

Sec. 7-11-14. Fixture clearances.  

Plumbing fixturesshallhaveadequateclearances forusageandcleaning.   

Sec. 7-11-15. General connection.  

Plumbingfixturesshallbeproperlyconnected toeitherapublicsewersystemortoanapprovedprivate
sewagedisposalsystem.   
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Sec. 7-11-16. Maintenance.  

Everyplumbingstack, vent, waste, andsewerlineshallfunctionproperlyandbekeptfreefromobstructions,  
leaksanddefects.   

Sec. 7-11-17. Storm drainage.  

Drainageofroofsandpavedareas, yardsandcourts, andotheropenareasonthepremisesshallnotbe
dischargedinamannerthatcreatesapublicnuisance.   

Sec. 7-11-18.  Plumbing system hazards.  

Whereitisfoundthataplumbingsysteminastructureconstitutesahazardtotheoccupantsorthestructure
byreasonofinadequateservice, inadequateventing, crossconnection, backsiphonage, improper
installation, deterioration, ordamageorforsimilarreasons, thecodeofficialshallrequirethedefectstobe
correctedtoeliminatethehazard.   

Sec. 7-11-19. General supply.  

Everysink, lavatory, bathtub, orshower, drinkingfountain, waterclosetorotherplumbingfixtureshallbe
properlyconnectedtoeitherapublicwatersystemortoanapprovedprivatewatersystem. Kitchensinks,  
lavatories, laundryfacilities, bathtubsandshowersshallbesuppliedwithhotortemperedandcoldrunning
waterinaccordance withtheMinnesotaPlumbingCode.   

Section 12.       Chapter 7-12ofTitle7oftheRochester CodeofOrdinances ishereby
created toreadasfollows:  

CHAPTER 7-12. MECHANICAL AND ELECTRICAL REQUIREMENTS

Sec. 7-12-1. Scope.  

Theprovisionsofthischaptershallgoverntheminimummechanicalandelectrical facilitiesandequipment
tobeprovided.   

Sec. 7-12-2. Responsibility.  

Theownerofthestructureshallprovideandmaintainmechanicalandelectricalfacilitiesandequipment in
compliancewiththeserequirements. Apersonshallnotoccupyasowner-occupantorpermitanother
persontooccupyanypremisesthatdonotcomplywiththerequirementsofthischapter.   

Sec. 7-12-3. General.   

Ductsystemsshallbemaintainedfreeofobstructionsandshallbecapableofperformingtherequired
function.   

Sec. 7-12-4. Mechanical Facilities Required.  

Heatingfacilitiesshallbeprovidedinstructuresasrequiredbythissection.   

Sec. 7-12-5. Residential occupancies.  
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Dwellingsshallbeprovidedwithheatingfacilitiescapableofmaintainingaroomtemperatureof68°F (20°C)  
inallhabitablerooms, bathroomsandtoiletroomsbasedonthewinteroutdoordesigntemperature forthe
localityindicatedinAppendixDoftheInternationalPlumbingCode. Cookingappliances, anyportable
unventedfuel-burningspaceheaters, andelectricspaceheatersshallnotbeusedasasourceof
permanentheating.   

Sec. 7-12-6. Heat supply.  

Everyownerandoperatorofanybuildingwhorents, leasesorletsoneormoredwellingunitsorsleeping
unitsonterms, eitherexpressedorimplied, istofurnishheattotheoccupantsandshallsupplyheatduring
October1throughApril30wheretheoutsideairtemperature fallsbelow50degreesFahrenheit tomaintain
aminimumtemperatureof68°F (20°C) inallhabitablerooms, bathroomsandtoiletrooms.   

Sec. 7-12-7. Room temperature measurement.  

Therequiredroomtemperatures shallbemeasured3feet (914mm) abovethefloornearthecenterofthe
roomand2feet (610mm) inwardfromthecenterofeachexteriorwall.   

Sec. 7-12-8. Exhaust vents.  

Pipes, ducts, conductors, fansorblowersshallnotdischargegases, steam, vapor, hotair, grease, smoke,  
odorsorothergaseousorparticulate wastesdirectlywithinadwellingunitoruponabuttingoradjacent
publicorprivatepropertyorthatofanothertenant.   

Sec. 7-12-9. Clothes dryer exhaust duct system maintenance.   

Thelinttrap, mechanicalandheatingcomponents, andtheexhaustductsystemofaclothesdryershall
undergoperiodicremovalofaccumulations oflintinaccordancewiththemanufacturer’soperating
instructions topreventobstructionofexhaustairandproductsofcombustion.  

Sec. 7-12-10. Mechanical appliances.  

Mechanicalequipment, appliances, fireplaces, solidfuel-burningappliances, cookingappliancesandwater
heatingappliancesshallbeproperlyinstalledandmaintained inasafeworkingconditionandshallbe
capableofperformingtheintendedfunction.   

Sec. 7-12-11. Removal ofcombustion products.  

Fuel-burningequipmentandappliancesshallbeconnectedtoanapprovedchimneyorvent. Fuel
containersandfueledequipment including, butnotlimitedto, motorcycles, mopeds, lawn-careequipment,  
portablegenerators, andportablecookingequipment, shallnotbestored, operated, orrepairedwithina
building.   

Exception: Fuel-burningequipmentandappliancesthatarelabeledforunventedoperation.   

Sec. 7-12-12. Clearances.  

Requiredthreefeetclearances tocombustiblematerialsshallbemaintained.   
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Sec. 7-12-13. Safety controls.  

Safetycontrolsforfuel-burningequipmentshallbemaintained ineffectiveoperation.  

Sec. 7-12-14. Combustion air.  

Asupplyofairforcompletecombustionofthefuelandforventilationofthespacecontaining thefuel- 
burningequipmentshallbeprovidedforthefuel-burningequipment.   

Sec. 7-12-15. Energy conservation devices.  

Devicesintendedtoreducefuelconsumptionbyattachment toafuel-burningappliance, tothefuelsupply
linethereto, ortotheventoutletorventpipingtherefrom, shallnotbeinstalledunlesslabeledforsuch
purposeandtheinstallation isspecifically approved.   

Sec. 7-12-16. Electrical facilities required.  

Everyoccupiedbuildingshallbeprovidedwithanelectricalsystemincompliancewiththerequirementsof
thissectionandSections7-12-23through7-12-26.   

Sec. 7-12-17. Electrical services.  

Thesizeandusageofappliancesandequipmentshallserveasabasisfordeterminingtheneedfor
additional facilities inaccordancewithNFPA70. Dwellingunitsshallbeservedbyathree-wire, 120/240- 
volt, single-phaseelectricalservicehavingaminimumratingof60amperes.   

Sec. 7-12-18. Electrical system hazards.  

Whereitisfoundthattheelectricalsysteminastructureconstitutesahazardtotheoccupantsorthe
structurebyreasonofinadequateservice, improperfusing, insufficient receptacleandlightingoutlets,  
improperwiringorinstallation, deterioration, ordamage, orforsimilarreasons, thecodeofficialshallrequire
thedefectstobecorrectedtoeliminate thehazard.   

Sec. 7-12-19. Abatement ofelectrical hazards associated with water exposure.   

Theprovisionsofthissectionshallgoverntherepairandreplacementofelectricalsystemsandequipment
thathavebeenexposedtowater.   

Sec. 7-12-20. Electrical equipment.  

Electricaldistribution equipment, motorcircuits, powerequipment, transformers, wire, cable, flexiblecords,  
receptacles, attachment plugs, flangedsurfacedevices, panelboards, wiringdevices, groundfaultcircuit
interrupters, arc-faultcircuitinterrupters, surgeprotectors, moldedcasecircuitbreakers, low-voltageand
medium-voltagefusesandfuseholders, luminaires, lampholdersandretrofitkits, listedlow-voltagelighting
systemsoralightingsystemassembled fromlistedparts, firepumpcontrollers, ballasts, motorsand
electroniccontrol, signaling, equipment thatprovidesbranch-circuitground-faultprotection, low-voltage
powercircuitbreakerelectronictripunits, andcommunication equipment thathavebeenexposedtowater
shallbereplacedinaccordance withtheprovisionsoftheInternationalBuildingCode.   

Exception:    
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Thefollowingequipmentshallbeallowedtoberepairedwhereaninspection reportfromtheequipment
manufacturerorapprovedmanufacturer'srepresentative indicatesthattheequipmenthasnotsustained
damagethatrequiresreplacement:   
1. Enclosedswitchesratedamaximumof600voltsorless.  
2. Buswayratedamaximumof600volts.  
3. Switchboards, ratedatamaximumof600volts.  
4. Manualandmagneticmotorcontrollers.  
5. Motorcontrolcenters.  
6. Alternatingcurrenthigh-voltagecircuitbreakers.  
7. Protective relays, meters, andcurrenttrans- formers.  
8. Low- andmedium-voltageswitchgear.  
9. Liquid-filledtransformers.  
10. Cast-resintransformers.  
11. Wireorcablethatissuitableforwetlocationsandwhoseendshavenotbeenexposedtowater.  
12. Wireorcable, notcontaining fillers, thatissuitableforwetlocationsandwhoseends.  

a. Havenotbeenexposedtowater.  
13. Motors.  
14. Electroniccontrol, signalingandcommunication equipment.  

Sec. 7-12-21. Abatement ofelectrical hazards associated with fireexposure.  

Theprovisionsofthissectionshallgoverntherepairandreplacementofelectricalsystemsandequipment
thathavebeenexposedtofire.   

Sec. 7-12-22. Electrical equipment.  

Electricalswitches, receptacles andfixtures, includingfurnace, waterheating, ground-faultcircuit
interrupters, arc-faultcircuit-interrupters, equipment thatprovidesbranch-circuitground-faultprotection,  
low-voltageandmedium-voltagefusesandfuseholders, molded-casecircuitbreakers, low-voltagepower
circuitbreakerelectronictripunits, attachmentsplugs, cordconnectors, andflangedsurfacedevices,  
panelboards, luminaires, lampholdersandretrofitkids, listedlow-voltagelightingsystemsoralighting
systemassembledfromlistedparts, firepumpcontrollers, securitysystemandpowerdistributioncircuits,  
thathavebeenexposedtofire, shallbereplacedinaccordancewiththeprovisionsoftheInternational
BuildingCode.   

Exception: Electrical switchesandfixturesthatshallbeallowedtoberepairedwhereaninspectionreport
fromtheequipment manufacturerorapprovedmanufacturer'srepresentative indicatesthattheequipment
hasnotsustaineddamagethatrequiresreplacement.  

Sec. 7-12-23. Installation.  

Electricalequipment, wiringandappliancesshallbeproperlyinstalledandmaintained inasafeand
approvedmanner. Anelectricalpermitandinspectionmustbecompletedtoensureapprovalofinstallation.   

Sec. 7-12-24. Receptacles.  

Allelectricalequipment, wiringandappliancesmustbeproperlyinstalledandmaintained inasafeand
approvedmanner. Tworeceptacles inkitchensservingcountertopspace(s) mustbesupplied. Perthe
NationalElectricalCode, thepropernumberandtypeofcircuitsprescribedbytheprevailingCodeatthe
timeofconstructionwillberequiredinkitchens. Everypublichall, interiorstairway, toiletroom, kitchen,  
bathroom, laundryroom, boilerandfurnaceroommustcontainatleastoneelectriclightingfixture.   
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Sec. 7-12-25. Light fixtures.  

Everypublichall, interiorstairway, toiletroom, kitchen, bathroom, laundryroom, boilerroomandfurnace
roomshallcontainnotlessthanoneelectricluminaire.   

Sec. 7-12-26. Wiring.  

Flexiblecordsshallnotbeusedforpermanentwiring, orforrunningthroughdoors, windows, orcabinets,  
orconcealedwithinwalls, floors, orceilings.  

Section 13.       Chapter 7-13ofTitle7oftheRochester CodeofOrdinances ishereby
created toreadasfollows:  

CHAPTER 7-13. FIRE SAFETY REQUIREMENTS

Sec. 7-13-1. General.   

Thischapterestablishes firesafetyrequirements forexistingstructuresbyprovidingrequirements for
meansofegress, includingpathoftravel, requiredegresswidth, meansofegressdoorsandemergency
escapeopenings, andforthemaintenanceoffire-resistance-ratedassemblies, fireprotectionsystems, and
carbonmonoxidealarmanddetectionsystems. Thechapterreferencesotherresourcessuchasthe
MinnesotaStateFireCodecurrentlyadoptedbytheCityofRochester, MN, NationalFireProtectionAgency
NFPA) andtheInternationalFireCode.   

Sec. 7-13-2. Scope.  

Theprovisionsofthischaptershallgoverntheminimumconditionsandstandardsforfiresafetyrelatingto
structuresandexteriorpremises, includingfiresafetyfacilitiesandequipment tobeprovided.   

Sec. 7-13-3. Responsibility.  

Theownerofthepremisesshallprovideandmaintainsuchfiresafetyfacilitiesandequipment incompliance
withtheserequirements. Apersonshallnotoccupyasowner-occupantorpermitanotherpersontooccupy
anypremisesthatdonotcomplywiththerequirementsofthischapter.   

Sec. 7-13-4. Means ofegress.   

Asafe, continuousandunobstructed pathoftravelshallbeprovidedfromanypointinabuildingorstructure
tothepublicway. MeansofegressshallcomplywiththeCodeunderwhichthebuildingwasconstructed.  

1. Aisles. TherequiredwidthofaislesinaccordancewiththeCodeunderwhichthebuildingwas
constructedshallbeunobstructed.  

2. Lockeddoors. Meansofegressdoorsshallbereadilyopenablefromthesidefromwhichegressistobe
madewithouttheneedforkeys, specialknowledgeoreffort, exceptwherethedoorhardwareconforms
tothatpermittedbytheInternationalBuildingCode.  

3. Emergencyescapeandrescueopenings. Requiredemergencyescapeandrescueopeningsshallbe
maintained inaccordancewiththeCodeineffectatthetimeofconstruction, andbothofthefollowing:  

A. Requiredemergencyescapeandrescueopeningsshallbeoperational fromtheinsideoftheroom
withouttheuseofkeysortools.  
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B. Bars, grilles, gratesorsimilardevicesarepermittedtobeplacedoveremergencyescapeandrescue
openingsprovidedthattheminimumnetclearopeningsizecomplieswiththeCodethatwasin
effectatthetimeofconstructionandtheunitisequippedwithsmokealarmsinstalledinaccordance
withSection907.2.11oftheInternationalBuildingCode. Suchdevicesshallbereleasableor
removable fromtheinsidewithouttheuseofakey, toolorforcegreaterthanthatwhichisrequired
fornormaloperationoftheescapeandrescueopening.  

4.WindowsillheightwillbeinaccordancewiththeCodeineffectatthetimeofconstruction.  

Theminimumegresswindowrequirementwillnotbeenforcedifthedwellingwasbuiltbeforethe1964
UBCwasineffect.  

Theminimumegresswindowrequirementshallapplyonandaftertheeffectivedateofthe1964UBCin
existingsleepingrooms, notnewlyconstructedsleepingrooms:  

a. 1964UBC – openableareaof5.0squarefeet, heightandwidthnotlessthan24inches, and
maximumsillheightof48inches.   

b. 1967UBC – openableareaof5.0squarefeet, heightandwidthnotlessthan22inches, and
maximumsillheightof48inches.  

c. 1970UBC – 1404 – openableareaof5.0squarefeet, heightandwidthnotlessthan22inches,  
andmaximumsillheightof48inches.     

d. 1973UBC – 1404 – openableareaof5.0squarefeet, heightandwidthnotlessthan22inches,  
andmaximumsillheightof48inches

e. 1976UBC – 1404 – openableareaof5.7squarefeet, minimumheightof24inches, minimumwidth
of20inches, andmaximumsillheightof48inches

f. 1979UBC – 1204 – openableareaof5.7squarefeet, minimumheightof24inches, minimumwidth
of20inches, andmaximumsillheightof48inches

g. 1982UBC – 1204 – openableareaof5.7squarefeet, minimumheightof24inches, minimumwidth
of20inches, andmaximumsillheightof48inches

h. 1985UBC – 1204 – openableareaof5.7squarefeet, minimumheightof24inches, minimumwidth
of20inches, andmaximumsillheightof48inches

i. 1988UBC – 1204 – openableareaof5.7squarefeet, minimumheightof24inches, minimumwidth
of20inches, andmaximumsillheightof44inches

j. 1994UBC – 310.4 – openableareaof5.7squarefeet, minimumheightof24inches, minimum
widthof20inches, andmaximumsillheightof44inches

k. 1997UBC – 310.4 – openableareaof5.7squarefeet, minimumheightof24inches, minimum
widthof20inches, andmaximumsillheightof44inches

l. 2000IBC – 1009 – openableareaof5.7squarefeet, minimumheightof24inches, minimumwidth
of20inches, andmaximumsillheightof44inches

m. 2000IRC – R310 – openableareaof5.7squarefeet, minimumheightof24inches, minimumwidth
of20inches, andmaximumsillheightof44inches

n. 2012IBC – 1029 – openableareaof5.7squarefeet, minimumheightof24inches, minimumwidth
of20inches, andmaximumsillheightof44inches

o. 2012IRC – R310 – openableareaof5.7squarefeet (5.0squarefeetforgradeflooropening, and
4.5squarefeetforlicensedfacilities), minimumheightof24inches (20inchesforlicensed
facilities), minimumwidthof20inches, andmaximumsillheightof44inches (48inchesforlicensed
facilities)  

Sec. 7-13-8. Fire resistance-rated assemblies.  

Theprovisionsofthischaptershallgovernmaintenanceofthematerials, systemsandassembliesusedfor
structural fireresistanceandfire-resistance-ratedconstructionseparationofadjacentspacestosafeguard
againstthespreadoffireandsmokewithinabuildingandthespreadoffiretoorfrombuildings.   
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Sec. 7-13-9. Unsafe conditions.  

Whereanycomponentsarenotmaintainedanddonotfunctionasintendedordonothavethefire
resistancerequiredbytheCodeunderwhichthebuildingwasconstructedoraltered, suchcomponents or
portionsthereofshallbedeemedunsafeconditionsinaccordancewithMinnesotaStateFireCodecurrently
adoptedbytheCityofRochester, MN, Section111.1.1oftheInternationalFireCodecomponentsor
portionsthereofdeterminedtobeunsafeshallberepairedorreplacedtoconformtothatCodeunderwhich
thebuildingwasconstructedoraltered. Wheretheconditionofcomponentsaresuchthatanybuilding,  
structureorportionthereofpresentsanimminentdangertotheoccupantsofthebuilding, structureor
portionthereof, thefirecodeofficialshallactinaccordancewithMinnesotaStateFireCodecurrently
adoptedbytheCityofRochester, MN,orSection111.2oftheInternational FireCode.   

Sec. 7-13-10. Maintenance.  

Therequiredfire-resistanceratingoffire-resistance-ratedconstruction, includingwalls, firestops, shaft
enclosures, partitions, smokebarriers, floors, fire-resistivecoatingsandsprayedfire-resistantmaterials
appliedtostructuralmembersandjointsystems, shallbemaintained. Suchelementsshallbevisually
inspectedannuallybytheownerandrepaired, restoredorreplacedwheredamaged, altered, breachedor
penetrated. Recordsofinspectionsandrepairsshallbemaintained. Whereconcealed, suchelementsshall
notberequiredtobevisuallyinspectedbytheownerunlesstheconcealedspaceisaccessiblebythe
removalormovementofapanel, accessdoor, ceilingtileorentrytothespace. Openingsmadethereinfor
thepassageofpipes, electricalconduit, wires, ducts, airtransferandanyotherreasonshallbeprotected
withapprovedmethodscapableofresistingthepassageofsmokeandfire. Openingsthroughfire- 
resistance-ratedassembliesshallbeprotectedbyself- orautomatic-closingdoorsofapprovedconstruction
meetingthefireprotectionrequirements fortheassembly.   

Sec. 7-13-11. Fire blocking and draft stopping.  

Requiredfireblockinganddraftstoppingincombustibleconcealedspacesshallbemaintainedtoprovide
continuityandintegrityoftheconstruction.   

Sec. 7-13-12. Smoke barriers andsmoke partitions.  

Requiredsmokebarriersandsmokepartitionsshallbemaintainedtopreventthepassageofsmoke.  
Openingsprotectedwithapprovedsmokebarrierdoorsorsmokedampersshallbemaintained in
accordancewithMinnesotaStateFireCodecurrentlyadoptedbytheCityofRochester, MN.     

Sec. 7-13-13. Fire walls, firebarriers, firepartitions.  

Requiredfirewalls, firebarriersandfirepartitionsshallbemaintainedtopreventthepassageoffire.  
Openingsprotectedwithapproveddoorsorfiredampersshallbemaintained inaccordancewithMinnesota
StateFireCodecurrentlyadoptedbytheCityofRochester, MN.   

Sec. 7-13-14. Opening protectives.  

Openingprotectivesshallbemaintained inanoperativeconditioninaccordancewithMinnesotaStateFire
CodecurrentlyadoptedbytheCityofRochester, MN. Theapplicationoffield-appliedlabelsassociated
withthemaintenanceofopeningprotectivesshallfollowtherequirementsoftheapprovedthird-party
certificationorganizationaccredited forlistingtheopeningprotective. Firedoorsandsmokebarrierdoors
shallnotbeblockedorobstructedorotherwisemadeinoperable. Fusiblelinksshallbereplacedwhenever
fusedordamaged. Firedoorassembliesshallnotbemodified.   
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Sec. 7-13-15. Signs.  

Whererequiredbythecodeofficial, asignshallbepermanently displayedonorneareachfiredoorin
lettersnotlessthan1inch (25mm) hightoreadasfollows:   

1. Fordoorsdesignedtobekeptnormallyopen: FIREDOOR – DONOTBLOCK.  
2. Fordoorsdesignedtobekeptnormallyclosed: FIREDOOR – KEEPCLOSED.  

Sec. 7-13-16. Hold-open devices and closers.  

Hold-opendevicesandautomaticandself- doorclosersshallbemaintained. Duringtheperiodthatsucha
deviceisoutofserviceforrepairs, thedooritoperatesshallremainintheclosedposition.   

Sec. 7-13-17. Door operation.  

Swingingfiredoorsshallclosefromthefull-openpositionandlatchautomatically. Thedoorclosershall
exertenoughforcetocloseandlatchthedoorfromthe90-degreeopenposition.   

Sec. 7-13-18. Ceilings.  

Thehanginganddisplayingofsalablegoodsandotherdecorativematerialsfromacousticceilingsystems
thatarepartofafire-resistance-ratedhorizontalassemblyshallbeprohibited.   

Sec. 7-13-19. Testing.  

Horizontalandverticalslidingandrollingfiredoorsshallbeinspectedandtestedannuallytoconfirm
operationandfullclosure. Recordsofinspectionsandtestingshallbemaintained.   

Sec. 7-13-20. Vertical shafts.  

Interiorverticalshafts, includingstairways, elevatorhoistwaysandserviceandutilityshafts, whichconnect
twoormorestoriesofabuildingshallbeenclosedorprotectedasrequiredinChapter11oftheInternational
FireCode. NewflooropeningsinexistingbuildingsshallcomplywiththeInternationalBuildingCode.   

Sec. 7-13-21. Opening protective closures.  

Whereopeningsarerequiredtobeprotected, openingprotectivesshallbemaintainedself- closingor
automaticclosingbysmokedetection. Existingfusible-link-typeautomaticdoor-closingdevicesshallbe
replacedifthefusiblelinkratingexceeds135°F (57°C).   

Sec. 7-13-22. Inspection, testing, and maintenance.  

Firedetection, alarmandextinguishing systems, mechanicalsmokeexhaustsystems, andsmokeandheat
ventsshallbemaintained inaccordance withtheMinnesotaStateFireCodecurrentlyadoptedbytheCity
ofRochester, MN, inanoperativeconditionatalltimesandshallbereplacedorrepairedwhendefective.   

Sec. 7-13-23. Installation.  

Fireprotectionandlifesafetysystemsshall bemaintained inaccordance withtheoriginalinstallation
standardsforthatsystem. Requiredsystemsshallbeextended, alteredoraugmentedasnecessaryto
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maintainandcontinueprotectionwherethebuildingisalteredorenlarged. Alterationstofireprotection
systemsshallbedoneinaccordancewithapplicablestandards.   

Sec. 7-13-24. Required fireprotection systems.  

Fireprotectionsystemsrequiredbythiscode, MinnesotaStateFireCodecurrentlyadoptedbytheCityof
Rochester, MN,  theInternationalFireCode, International ResidentialCode, ortheInternationalBuilding
Codeshallbeinstalled, repaired, operated, testedandmaintained inaccordancewiththisCode. Afire
protectionandlifesafetysystemforwhichadesignoption, exceptionorreductiontotheprovisionsofthis
Code, theInternationalFireCodeortheInternationalBuildingCodehasbeengrantedshallbearequired
system.   

Sec. 7-13-25. Fire protection systems.  

Fireprotectionsystemsshallbeinspected, maintained andtestedinaccordancewiththefollowing
MinnesotaStateFireCodecurrentlyadoptedbytheCityofRochester, MN, andInternationalFireCode
requirements.  

1. Automaticsprinklersystems, seeSection901.6.  
2. Automatic fire-extinguishing systemsprotectingcommercial cookingsystems, seeSection901.6.   
3. Automaticwatermistextinguishing systems, seeSection904.11.3.  
4. Carbondioxideextinguishing systems, seeSection904.8.  
5. Carbonmonoxidealarmsandcarbonmonoxidedetectionsystems, seeSection915.6.  
6. Cleanagentextinguishing systems, seeSection904.10.  
7. Dry-chemicalextinguishing systems, seeSection904.6.  
8. Firealarmandfiredetectionsystems, seeSection907.8.  
9. Firedepartmentconnections, seeSections912.4and912.7.  
10. Firepumps, seeSection913.5.  
11. Foamextinguishing systems, seeSection904.7.  
12. Halonextinguishing systems, seeSection904.9.  
13. Single- andmultiple-stationsmokealarms, seeSection907.10.  
14. Smokeandheatventsandmechanicalsmokeremovalsystems, seeSection910.6.  
15. Smokecontrolsystems, seeSection909.20.  
16. Wet-chemicalextinguishing systems, seeSection904.5.  

Sec. 7-13-26. Standards.  

Fireprotectionsystemsshallbeinspected, testedandmaintainedinaccordancewiththereferenced
standards listedinSection7-13-27andasrequiredinthissection.   

Sec. 7-13-27. Table – Fire Protection System Maintenance Standards

TABLE 704.2ofIPMC—FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEM MAINTENANCE STANDARDS
SYSTEM STANDARD
Portablefireextinguishers NFPA10 – 2022Edition
Carbondioxidefire-extinguishing system NFPA12 – 2022Edition
Halon1301fire-extinguishing systems NFPA12A – 2022Edition
Dry-chemicalextinguishingsystems NFPA17 – 2021Edition
Wet-chemicalextinguishing systems NFPA17A – 2021Edition
Water-basedfireprotectionsystems (inspection, testing, andmaintenance) NFPA25 – 2023Edition
Firealarmsystems NFPA72 – 2022Edition
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Firedoorsanddampers NFPA80 – 2022Edition
Smokedoorsanddampers NFPA105 – 2022Edition
Smokeandheatvents NFPA204 – 2021Edition
Water-mistsystems NFPA750 – 2023Edition
Clean-agentextinguishingsystems NFPA2001 – 2022Edition

Sec. 7-13-28. Records.  

Recordsshallbemaintainedofallsysteminspections, testsandmaintenance inaccordancewith
MinnesotaStateFireCodecurrentlyadoptedbytheCityofRochester, MN, and109.3oftheInternational
FireCode.    

Sec. 7-13-29. Records information.  

Initialrecordsshallincludethe: nameoftheinstallationcontractor; typeofcomponents installed;  
manufacturerofthecomponents; locationandnumberofcomponents installedperfloor; and
manufacturers’ operationandmaintenance instructionmanuals. Suchrecordsshallbemaintained forthe
lifeoftheinstallation.   

Sec. 7-13-30. System outofservice.  

Wherearequiredfireprotectionsystemisoutofservice, thefiredepartmentandthefirecodeofficialshall
benotifiedimmediatelyand, whererequiredbythefirecodeofficial, eitherthebuildingshallbeevacuated,  
oranapprovedfirewatchshallbeprovidedforalloccupantsleftunprotectedbytheshutdownuntilthefire
protectionsystemhasbeenreturnedtoservice. Whereutilized, firewatchesshallbeprovidedwithnotless
thanoneapprovedmeansfornotificationofthefiredepartmentandshallnothavedutiesbeyondperforming
constantpatrolsoftheprotectedpremisesandkeepingwatchforfires. Actionsshallbetakeninaccordance
withMinnesotaStateFireCodecurrentlyadoptedbytheCityofRochester, MN, tobringthesystemsback
inservice.   

Sec. 7-13-31. Emergency impairments.  

Whereunplannedimpairmentsoffireprotectionsystemsoccur, appropriateemergencyactionshallbe
takentominimizepotentialinjuryanddamage. Theimpairmentcoordinator shallimplementthesteps
outlinedinMinnesotaStateFireCodecurrentlyadoptedbytheCityofRochester, MNoftheInternational
FireCode.   

Sec. 7-13-32. Removal ortampering with equipment.  

Itshallbeunlawfulforanypersontoremove, tamperwithorotherwisedisturbanyfirehydrant, firedetection
andalarmsystem, firesuppressionsystemorotherfireappliancerequiredbythisCcodeexceptforthe
purposesofextinguishingfire, training, rechargingormakingnecessaryrepairs.   

Sec. 7-13-33. Removal ofortampering with appurtenances.  

Locks, gates, doors, barricades, chains, enclosures, signs, tagsandsealsthathavebeeninstalledbyorat
thedirectionofthefirecodeofficialshallnotberemoved, unlocked, destroyedortamperedwithinany
manner.   

Sec. 7-13-34. Removal ofexisting occupant-use hose lines.  
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Thefirecodeofficialisauthorizedtopermittheremovalofexistingoccupant-usehoselineswhereallof
thefollowingapply:   

1. Theinstallation isnotrequiredbytheInternationalFireCodeortheInternationalBuildingCode.  
2. Thehoselinewouldnotbeutilizedbytrainedpersonnelorthefiredepartment.  
3. Theremainingoutletsarecompatible withlocalfiredepartment fittings.   

Sec. 7-13-35. Termination ofmonitoring system.  

ForfirealarmsystemsrequiredtobemonitoredbytheMinnesotaStateFireCodecurrentlyadoptedbythe
CityofRochester, MN, noticeshallbemadetothefirecodeofficialwheneveralarmmonitoringservices
areterminated. Noticeshallbemadeinwritingbytheproviderofthemonitoring servicebeingterminated.   

Sec. 7-13-36. Fire department connection.  

Wherethefiredepartmentconnection isnotvisibletoapproaching fireapparatus, thefiredepartment
connectionshallbeindicatedbyanapprovedsignmountedonthestreetfrontoronthesideofthebuilding.  
Suchsignshallhavetheletters “FDC” notlessthan6inches (152mm) highandwordsinlettersnotless
than2inches (51mm) highoranarrowtoindicatethelocation. Suchsignsshallbesubjecttotheapproval
ofthefirecodeofficial.   

Sec. 7-13-37. Fire department connection access.  

Readyaccesstofiredepartmentconnectionsshallbealwaysmaintainedandwithoutobstructionbyfences,  
bushes, trees, wallsoranyotherfixedormovableobject. Accesstofiredepartmentconnectionsshallbe
approvedbythefirechief.   

Exception: Fences, whereprovidedwithanaccessgateequippedwithasigncomplyingwiththelegend
requirementsofSection912.5oftheInternational FireCodeandameansofemergencyoperation. The
gateandthemeansofemergencyoperationshallbeapprovedbythefirechiefandmaintainedoperational
atalltimes.  

Sec. 7-13-38. Clear space around connections.  

Aworkingspaceofnotlessthan36inches (914mm) inwidth, 36inches (914mm) indepthand78inches
1981mm) inheightshallbeprovidedandmaintainedinfrontofandtothesidesofwall-mountedfire

departmentconnections andaroundthecircumferenceoffree-standingfiredepartment connections.  

Sec. 7-13-39. Single- and multiple-station smoke alarms.  

Single- andmultiple-stationsmokealarmsshallbeinstalledinexistingGroupI-1andRoccupancies in
accordancewithSections7-13-40through7-13-44.  

Sec. 7-13-40. Where required.   

1. Ineachsleepingroom
2. Outsideeachseparatesleepingareaintheimmediatevicinityofthebedrooms
3. Oneachadditionalstoryofthedwelling, includingbasementsandnotincludingcrawlspacesand

uninhabitable attics. Indwellingsordwellingunitswithsplitlevelsandwithoutaninterveningdoor
betweentheadjacentlevels, asmokealarminstalledontheupperlevelshallsufficeforadjacent
lowerlevelprovidedthatthelowerlevelislessthanonefullstorybelowtheupperlevel.  
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4. Smokealarmsshallbeinstallednotlessthan3feet (914mm) horizontallyfromthedoororopening
ofabathroomthatcontainsabathtuborshowerunlessthiswouldpreventplacementofasmoke
alarmrequiredbyIRCSectionR314.3.  

ExistingGroupI-1andRoccupanciesshallbeprovidedwithsingle-stationsmokealarmsin
accordancewithSections7-13-41through7-13-42. Interconnection andpowersourcesshallbein
accordancewithSections7-13-43and7-13-44. Thesmokealarmswillbeinstalledperthecodeyear
thepremiseswasbuilt.  

Exceptions:  

1. WheretheCodethatwasineffectatthetimeofconstruction requiredsmokealarmsandsmoke
alarms complyingwiththoserequirementsarealreadyprovided.  

2. Wheresmokealarmshavebeeninstalledinoccupanciesanddwellingsthatwerenotrequired
tohavethematthetimeofconstruction, additionalsmokealarmsshallnotberequiredprovided
thattheexistingsmokealarmscomplywithrequirements thatwerein effectatthetimeof
installation.  

3. Wheresmokedetectorsconnectedtoafirealarmsystemhavebeeninstalledasasubstitutefor
smokealarms.  

Sec. 7-13-41. Group R-1.  

Single- ormultiple-stationsmokealarmsshallbeinstalledinallthefollowing locationsinGroupR:   

1. Insleepingareas.  
2. Ineveryroominthepathofthemeansofegressfromthesleepingareatothedoorleadingfrom

thesleepingunit.  
3. Ineachstorywithinthesleepingunit, includingbasements. Forsleepingunitswithsplitlevelsand

withoutaninterveningdoorbetweentheadjacentlevels, asmokealarminstalledontheupper
levelshallsufficefortheadjacentlowerlevelprovidedthatthelowerlevelislessthanonefull
storybelowtheupperlevel.  

Sec. 7-13-42. Installation nearing cooking appliances.  

Smokealarmsshallbeinstalledataminimumof10feet (3.0m) horizontally fromapermanently installed
cookingappliance.  

Smokealarmsshallnotbeinstalledincloseproximitytocookingappliancesnotedinthefollowinglocations
unlessthiswouldpreventplacementofasmokealarminalocationrequiredbysection7-13-41or7-13- 
52.  

Exceptions:  

1. Ionizationsmokealarmsshallnotbeinstalled lessthan20feet (6096mm) horizontally froma
permanently installedcookingappliance.  

2. Ionizationsmokealarmswithanalarm-silencingswitchshallnotbeinstalledlessthan10feet
3048mm) horizontally fromapermanently installedcookingappliance.   

3. Photoelectric smokealarmsshallnotbeinstalledlessthan6feet (1828mm) horizontally froma
permanently installedcookingappliance.   
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Sec. 7-13-43. Interconnection.  

Wheremorethanonesmokealarmisrequiredtobeinstalledwithinanindividualdwellingorsleepingunit,  
thesmokealarmsshallbeinterconnected insuchamannerthattheactivationofonealarmwillactivateall
ofthealarmsintheindividualunit. Physicalinterconnection ofsmokealarmsshallnotberequiredwhere
listedwirelessalarmsareinstalledandallalarmssounduponactivationofonealarm. Thealarmshallbe
clearlyaudibleinallbedroomsoverbackgroundnoiselevelswithallinterveningdoorsclosed.   

Exceptions:   
1. Interconnection isnotrequiredinbuildingsthatarenotundergoing alterations, repairsorconstructionof

anykind.  
2. Smokealarmsinexistingareasarenotrequiredtobeinterconnected wherealterationsorrepairsdonot

resultintheremovalofinteriorwallorceilingfinishesexposingthestructure, unlessthereisanattic,  
crawlspaceorbasementavailablethatcouldprovideaccessforinterconnection withouttheremovalof
interiorfinishes.  

Sec. 7-13-44. Power source.  

Single-stationsmokealarmsshallreceivetheirprimarypowerfromthebuildingwiringprovidedthatsuch
wiringisservedfromacommercial sourceandshallbeequippedwithabatterybackup. Smokealarmswith
integralstrobesthatarenotequippedwithbatterybackupshallbeconnectedtoanemergencyelectrical
system. Smokealarmsshallemitasignalwhenthebatteriesarelow. Wiringshallbepermanentandwithout
adisconnecting switchotherthanasrequiredforover- currentprotection.   

Exceptions:  
1. Smokealarmsarepermittedtobesolelybatteryoperatedinexistingbuildingswhereconstruction

isnottakingplace.  
2. Smokealarmsarepermittedtobesolelybatteryoperated inbuildingsthatarenotservedfroma

commercialpowersource.  
3. Smokealarmsarepermittedtobesolelybatteryoperatedinexistingareasofbuildingsundergoing

alterationsorrepairsthatdonotresultintheremovalofinteriorwallsorceilingfinishesexposing
thestructure, unlessthereisanattic, crawlspaceorbasementavailablethatcouldpro- videaccess
forbuildingwiringwithouttheremovalofinteriorfinishes.  

Sec. 7-13-45. Smoke detection system.  

Smokedetectors listedinaccordance withUL268andprovidedaspartofthebuilding’sfirealarmsystem
shallbeanacceptable alternativetosingle- andmultiple-stationsmokealarmsandshallcomplywiththe
following:   

1. Thefirealarmsystemshallcomplywithallapplicablerequirements inSection907ofthe
InternationalFireCode.  

2. Activationofasmokedetector inadwellingorsleepingunitshallinitiatealarmnotification inthe
dwellingorsleepingunitinaccordance withSection907.5.2oftheInternationalFireCode.  

3. Activationofasmokedetectorinadwellingorsleepingunitshallnotactivatealarmnotification
appliancesoutsideofthedwellingorsleepingunit, providedthatasupervisorysignalisgenerated
andmonitoredinaccordancewithSection907.6.6oftheInternationalFireCode.  
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Sec. 7-13-46. Single and multiple station smoke alarms.  

Single- andmultiple-stationsmokealarmsshallbetestedandmaintained inaccordancewiththe
manufacturer’sinstructionsandthisCode.   

Sec. 7-13-47. Replacement.   

Smokealarmsshallbereplacedwhereanyofthefollowingapply:  

1. Thesmokealarmfailstorespondtooperability tests.  
2. Wherethesmokealarmexceeds10yearsfromthedateofmanufacture markedontheunit,   

unlessanearlierreplacement isspecifiedinthemanufacturer’sinstructions.  
3. Thesmokealarmend-of-lifesignalissounded.  
4. Thesmokealarmdateofmanufacturer cannotbedetermined.  

Sec. 7-13-48. General.  

CarbonmonoxidealarmsshallbeinstalledindwellingsinaccordancewithMinnesotaStateFireCode
currentlyadoptedbytheCityofRochester, MN.  

Sec. 7-13-49. Dwelling units.  

Carbonmonoxidedetectionshallbeinstalledindwellingunitsoutsideofeachseparateareawithinten (10)  
feetofthebedrooms. Whereafuel-burningapplianceisinabedroomoritsattachedbathroom, carbon
monoxidedetectionshallbeinstalledwithinthebedroom.   

Sec. 7-13-50. Sleeping units.  

Carbonmonoxidedetectionshallbeinstalledinsleepingunits.   

Exception:  
Carbonmonoxidedetectionshallbeallowedtobeinstalledoutsideofeachseparatesleepingareawithin
10feetofthesleepingunitifitsattachedsleepingunitdoesnotcontainafuel- burningapplianceandisnot
servedbyafuel-burning, forcedairfurnace.  

Sec. 7-13-51. Carbon monoxide alarms and detectors.  

Carbonmonoxidealarmsandcarbonmonoxidedetectionsystemsshallbemaintained inaccordancewith
NFPA720. Carbonmonoxidealarmsandcarbonmonoxidedetectorsthatbecomeinoperableorbegin
producingend-of-lifesignalsshallbereplaced.   

Sec. 7-13-52. Groups R-2, R-3, R-4and I-1.  

Single- ormultiple-stationsmokealarmsshallbeinstalledandmaintainedinGroupsR-2, R-3, R-4andI-1
regardlessofoccupantloadatallofthefollowinglocations:  

1. Ontheceilingorwalloutsideofeachseparatesleepingareaintheimmediatevicinityofbed-  
rooms.  

2. Ineachroomusedforsleepingpurposes.  
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3. Ineachstorywithinadwellingunit, includingbasementsbutnotincludingcrawlspacesand
uninhabitable attics. Indwellingsordwellingunitswithsplit-levelsandwithoutaninterveningdoor
betweentheadjacent levels, asmokealarminstalledontheupperlevelshallsufficefortheadjacent
lowerlevelprovidedthatthelowerlevelislessthanonefullstorybelowtheupperlevel.  

Section 14.       Chapter 7-14ofTitle7oftheRochester CodeofOrdinances ishereby
created toreadasfollows:  

CHAPTER 7-14. VACANT STRUCTURE

Sec. 7-14-1. Scope.  

Theprovisionsofthischaptershallgoverntheminimumconditionsandtheresponsibilities ofpersonsfor
maintenanceofstructures, equipmentandexteriorproperty.   

Sec. 7-14-2. General.  

Thecodeofficialshallordertheownerorowner'sauthorizedagentofanypremisesuponwhichislocated
anystructure, whichinthecodeofficial'sorowner'sauthorizedagentjudgmentafterreviewisso
deterioratedordilapidatedorhasbecomesooutofrepairastobedangerous, unsafe, insanitaryor
otherwiseunfitforhumanhabitationoroccupancy, andsuchthatitisunreasonable torepairthestructure,  
todemolishandremovesuchstructure; orifsuchstructureiscapableofbeingmadesafebyrepairs, to
repairandmakesafeandsanitary, ortoboardupandholdforfuturerepairortodemolishandremoveat
theowner'soption; orwheretherehasbeenacessationofnormalconstructionofanystructureforaperiod
ofmorethantwoyears, thecodeofficialshallordertheownerorowner'sauthorizedagenttodemolishand
removesuchstructure, orboardupuntilfuturerepair. Boardingthebuildingupforfuturerepairshallnot
extendbeyondoneyear, unlessapprovedbythebuildingofficial.   

Sec. 7-14-3. Definitions.  

Unlessotherwiseexpresslystated, thefollowing termsshall, forthepurposeofthischapter, havethe
meanings indicatedinthissection.   

Dangerous Structure meansastructure, whichispotentiallyhazardoustopersonsorproperty, including,  
butnotlimitedto:   

1. Astructure, whichisindangerofpartialorcompletecollapse;  
2. Astructurewithanyexteriorpartswhicharelooseorindangeroffalling; or
3. Astructurewithanyparts, suchasfloors, porches, railings, stairs, ramps, balconies, windows, doors

orroofs, whichareaccessibleandwhichareeithercollapsed, indangerofcollapsingorunableto
supporttheweightofnormally imposedloads.  

Secured byother thannormal meansabuildingsecuredbymeansotherthanthoseusedinthedesignof
thebuilding.  

Unoccupied meansabuilding, whichisnotbeingusedforalegaloccupancy

Unsecured meansabuildingorportionofabuilding, whichisopentoentrybyunauthorized persons
withouttheuseoftoolsorladders.  
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Vacant building meansabuildingorportionofabuilding, whichis:   

1. Unoccupiedandunsecured.  
2. Unoccupiedandsecuredbyotherthannormalmeans.  
3. Unoccupiedandadangerous structure.  
4. Unoccupiedandcondemned.  
5. Unoccupiedandhasmultiplehousingorbuildingcodeviolations.  
6. Condemnedandillegallyoccupied.  
7. Unoccupied foraperiodoftimeoverthreehundredsixty-five (365) daysandduringwhichtimethe

enforcementofficerhasissuedanordertocorrectnuisanceconditions.  

Sec. 7-14-4. Responsibility.  

Theownerofthepremisesshallmaintainthestructuresandexteriorpropertyincompliancewiththese
requirements, exceptasotherwiseprovidedforinthiscode. Apersonshallnotoccupyasowner- occupant
orpermitanotherpersontooccupypremisesthatarenotinasanitaryandsafeconditionandthatdonot
complywiththerequirementsofthischapter. Occupantsofadwellingunit, roomingunitorhousekeeping
unitareresponsible forkeepinginaclean, sanitaryandsafeconditionthatpartofthedwellingunit, rooming
unit, housekeeping unitorpremiseswhichtheyoccupyandcontrol.   

Sec. 7-14-5. Vacant structures and land.  

Vacantstructuresandpremisesthereoforvacant landshallbemaintained inaclean, safe, secureand
sanitaryconditionasprovidedhereinsoasnottocauseablightingproblemoradverselyaffectthepublic
healthorsafety.   

Sec. 7-14-6. Vacant building registration.  

1. Theownershallregisterwiththecodeofficialnolaterthanthirty (30) daysafteranybuildinginthecity
becomesavacantbuilding, asdefinedinSect. 7-14-3.  

2. Theregistrationshallbesubmittedonformsprovidedbythecodeofficialandshallincludethefollowing
informationsuppliedbytheowner:  

a. Adescriptionofthepremises;  
b. Thenamesandaddressesoftheownerorowners;  
c. Thenamesandaddressesofallknownlienholders andallotherpartieswithanownership interest

inthebuilding;  
d. Theperiodoftimethebuildingisexpectedtoremainvacant; andaplanandtimetableforreturning

thebuildingtoappropriateoccupancyoruseand/orfordemolitionofthebuilding.  
3. Forallvacantbuildings, theownershallsubmitaplanandtimetable, whichmustmeettheapprovalof

thecodeofficial. Thecodeofficialshallrequirecompletionoftheplanwithinareasonableperiodoftime,  
uptothreehundredsixty-five (365) days. Anyrepairs, improvements oralterationstothepropertymust
complywithanyapplicableHousingorBuildingCodes.  

4. Allapplicable lawsandCodesshallbecompliedwithbytheowner. Theownershallnotifythe
enforcementofficerofanychangesininformationsuppliedaspartofthevacantbuildingregistration
withinthirty (30) daysofthechange. Iftheplanortimetable forthevacantbuildingisrevisedinanyway,  
therevisionsmustmeettheapprovalofthecodeofficial.  

5. Theownerandthesubsequentownersshallkeepthebuildingsecuredandsafeandthebuildingand
groundproperlymaintaineduntiltherehabilitationordemolitionhasbeencompleted.  

6. Failureoftheowneroranysubsequentownertomaintainthebuildingandpremisesthatresultina
summaryabatementcompletedbythecityshallbegroundsforrevocationoftheapprovedplanand
shallbesubjecttoanyapplicablepenaltiesprovidedbylaw.  
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7. Failuretoregister, completeavacantapplicationand/orcompletetherestorationagreementshallbe
subjecttoanyapplicablepenaltiesprovidedbythelaw, includingbutnotlimitedtobeingchargedwith
amisdemeanor, punishablebyafineupto $1,000.00and/or90daysinjail.   

8. Thenewowner(s) shallregisterorre-registerthevacantbuildingwiththeenforcementofficerwithin
thirty (30) daysofanytransferofanownershipinterestinavacantbuilding. Thenewowner(s) shall
complywiththeapprovedplanandtimetablesubmittedbythepreviousowneruntilanyproposed
changesaresubmittedandmeettheapprovalofthecodeofficial.  

9. Vacantbuildingfees:  
a. Forasingle-householdortwo- householdresidentialbuilding, thefirst-yearannualfeeshallbeat

least $100; forotherresidentialnotexceeding10,000squarefeet, thefirst-yearannualfeeshall
beatleast $200; formultifamily residentialorcommercialbuildingsexceeding10,000squarefeet,  
thefirst-yearannualfeeshallbeatleast $300. Foreachyearthatabuildingremainsavacant
building, theannualregistration feeshallincreasebytheamountofthefirst-yearannualfee, but
nottoexceed $500. Theregistration feeisintendedtoatleastpartiallyrecoup, andshallbe
reasonably relatedtotheadministrative costsforregisteringandprocessing thevacantbuilding
ownerregistrationformandforthecostsofthecityinmonitoringthevacantbuildingsite.   

b. Thefirstannualfeeshallbepaidnolaterthanthirty (30) daysafterthebuildingbecomesvacant.  
Ifthefeeisnotpaidwithinthirty (30) daysofbeingdue, theownershallbesubjecttoprosecution.   

c. Thefeeshallbepaidinfullpriortotheissuanceofanybuildingpermits, withtheexceptionofa
demolitionpermit.  

d. Alldelinquent feesshallbepaidbytheownerpriortoanytransferofanownership interest inany
vacantbuilding. Ifthefeesarenotpaidpriortoanytransfer, thenewownershallpaytheannual
feenolaterthanthirty (30) daysafterthetransferofownershipandsubsequentannualfeesshall
bedueontheoriginalanniversary date.   

e. Theannualregistration feemaybewaivedordelayedforthecurrentyear, fornewvacantbuilding
registrations orupontheanniversarydateofthevacancy, iftheownerfollowsthroughwithawritten
restorationagreement. Therestorationagreement (RA) isacontractbetweenthecityandthe
ownerofavacantproperty. Itprovidestheownerandthecitywithcleartimeframes, workorders,  
andcostestimatesforthecompleterehabilitationofaproperty. Itprovidesthefinancialpenalties
associatedwithfailuretoadheretothespecifications includedinthedocument. Bysigningthe
agreement, theowneragreestocomplete theworkandacceptallconditions, includingthe
penaltiesandforfeitureofanyrequireddepositsorescrows.   

Sec. 7-14-7. Exemptions.  

Firedamagedstructures feeexemption. Inordertoencouragethepromptrenovationofproperty, theowner
ofafiredamagedbuildingmaybeexemptfrompayingvacantbuildingfeesrequiredunderthechapter;  
provided, thatwithinthirty (30) daysfromthedateofthefire, theowneratthetimeofthefire, submitsa
requestforanexemptioninwritingtotheenforcementofficer. Thisrequestshallincludethefollowing
informationsuppliedbytheowner

1. Adescriptionofthepremises.  
2. Thenamesandaddressoftheownerorowners.  
3. Astatementofintenttorepairandreoccupy thebuildinginanexpedientmanner.  
4. Anexemptiongrantedunderthissectionshallbevalidfornomorethansix (6) months. Inthe

eventthattheownerofthepropertyatthetimeofthefirewhoreceivedanexemptionunderthis
sectionshould, atanytimeafterthefire, transfertoanotherpersonanyownershipinterestinthe
subjectproperty, theexemptionunderthissectionisimmediatelyvoidandanynewowner(s) shall
beresponsible forpayinganyrequiredvacantbuildingfees.  

BuildingsownedbytheOlmstedCountyHousingandRedevelopment Authority (OCHRA). Buildingsowned
bytheHRAareregularlymonitoredandmaintainedbytheCounty. Therefore, thesebuildingsareexempt
fromtheregistrationrequirements outlinedinSect. 7-14-6.  
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Sec. 7-14-8. Inspections.  

Thecodeofficial, oranydulyauthorized individual, shallinspectanypremisesinthecityforthepurpose
ofenforcingandassuringcompliancewiththeprovisionsofthischapter. Upontherequestofthecode
official, anownershallprovideaccesstoallinteriorportionsofanunoccupiedbuildinginordertopermita
complete inspection.   

Sec. 7-14-9. Vacant property registry.  

TheCommunityDevelopment Department shallmaintainacurrentregistry, updatedmonthlyofallvacant
propertieswhichhavebecomeknowntothecodeofficial. Thevacantpropertyregistryshallbepublicas
andtotheextentprovidedbylaw. AcopyoftheregistryshallbeavailableforreviewviaaDataRequest
online.   

Sec. 7-14-10. Collection ofunpaid fees.  

1. Writtennotice.  
a. Writtennoticeoffees. TheDepartmentofCommunityDevelopment shall, inadditiontoanyother

actionthedepartment mayundertake, servewrittennoticeofthefeesinconformance withthe
requirementssetforthinthischapter.  

b. Noticeforcollectionoffeesshallincludetheamountofthevacantbuildingfeethatisthe
responsibilityofthebuildingownerandastatement thatthefeeshallbepaidwithinthetime
period(s) identifiedinthenotice.  

2. Feeandliability. Thecityshallbeentitledtocollectthecostsofvacantbuildingregistrationand
monitoring. Thefeesassociatedwiththevacantbuildingprogramshallbeadebtowedtothecity
andunpaidcostsshallbecollectedbyspecialassessment undertheauthorityinMinnesota
Statutes. Actionunderthissectiondoesnotprecludeanyothercivilorcriminalenforcement
procedure.  Failuretopayfeesiscommittingamisdemeanor thatispunishablebyfineupto
1,000.00and/or90daysinjail.  

Sec. 7-14-11. Closing ofvacant structures.  

Ifthestructure isvacantandunfitforhumanhabitationandoccupancy, andisnotindangerofstructural
collapse, thecodeofficialisauthorizedtopostaplacardofcondemnation onthepremisesandorderthe
structureclosedsoasnottobeanattractivenuisance. Uponfailureoftheownerorowner'sauthorized
agenttocloseupthepremiseswithinthetimespecifiedintheorder, thecodeofficialshallcausethe
premisestobeclosedandsecuredthroughanyavailablepublicagencyorbycontractorarrangementby
privatepersonsandthecostthereofshallbechargedagainsttherealestateuponwhichthestructureis
locatedandshallbealienuponsuchrealestateandshallbecollectedbyanyotherlegalresource. A
vacantbuildingorstructuremustcomplywithSection4-6-4.   

Sec. 7-14-12. Authority todisconnect service utilities.  

Thecodeofficialshallhavetheauthoritytoauthorizedisconnectionofutilityservicetothebuilding, structure
orsystemregulatedbythisCodeandthereferencedcodesandstandardssetforthinSection7-15-6incase
ofanemergencywherenecessarytoeliminateanimmediatehazardtolifeorpropertyorwheresuchutility
connectionhasbeenmadewithoutapproval. Thecodeofficialshallnotifytheservingutilityand, whenever
possible, theownerorowner’sauthorizedagentandoccupantofthebuilding, structureorservicesystem
ofthedecisiontodisconnectpriortotakingsuchaction. Ifnotnotifiedpriortodisconnection theowner,  
owner'sauthorizedagentoroccupantofthebuildingstructureorservicesystemshallbenotifiedinwriting
assoonaspractical.   
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Sec. 7-14-13. Notice.  

Whenever thecodeofficialhascondemnedastructureorequipmentundertheprovisionsofthissection,  
noticeshallbepostedinavisibleplaceinoraboutthestructureaffectedbysuchnoticeandservedonthe
owner, owner'sauthorizedagentorthepersonorpersonsresponsible forthestructureorequipment in
accordancewithSection7-6-9.  
1. Ifthenoticepertainstoequipment, itshallbeplacedonthecondemnedequipment. Thenoticeshall

beintheformprescribedinSection7-6-10.  

Sec. 7-14-14. Placarding.  

Uponfailureoftheowner, owner'sauthorizedagentorpersonresponsible tocomplywiththenotice
provisionswithinthetimegiven, thecodeofficialshallpostonthepremisesorondefectiveequipmenta
placardbearingtheword "Condemned" andastatementofthepenaltiesprovidedforoccupyingthe
premises, operating theequipmentorremoving theplacard.  

Sec. 7-14-15. Placard removal.  

Thecodeofficialshallremovethecondemnationplacardwhenever thedefectordefectsuponwhichthe
condemnation andplacardingactionwerebasedhavebeeneliminated. Anypersonwhodefacesor
removesacondemnation placardwithoutthewrittenapprovalofthecodeofficialiscommittinga
misdemeanor thatispunishablebyfineupto $1,000.00and/or90daysinjail.   

Sec. 7-14-16. Prohibited occupancy.  

Anyoccupiedstructurecondemnedandplacardedbythecodeofficialshallbevacatedasorderedbythe
codeofficial. Anypersonwhoshalloccupyplacardedpremisesorshalloperateplacardedequipment, and
anyowner, owner'sauthorizedagentorpersonresponsible forthepremiseswhoshallletanyoneoccupy
placardedpremisesoroperateplacardedequipmentshallbeliableforthepenaltiesprovidedbythisCode.   

Sec. 7-14-17. Abatement methods.  

Theowner, owner’sauthorizedagent, operatororoccupantofabuilding, premisesorequipmentdeemed
unsafebythecodeofficialshallabateorcausetobeabatedorcorrectedsuchunsafeconditionseitherby
repair, rehabilitation, demolitionorotherapprovedcorrectiveaction. Writtenpermissionmustbegainedby
thecodeofficialbeforeabatement methodsmaybegintoclarifythetimingandpartyconductingabatement
methods.   

Sec. 7-14-18. Record.  

Thecodeofficialshallcauseareporttobefiledonanunsafecondition. Thereportshallstatetheoccupancy
ofthestructureandthenatureoftheunsafecondition.   

Sec. 7-14-19. Imminent danger.  

When, intheopinionofthecodeofficial, thereisimminentdangeroffailureorcollapseofabuildingor
structurethatendangerslife, orwhenanystructureorpartofastructurehasfallenandlifeisendangered
bytheoccupationofthestructure, orwhenthereisactualorpotentialdangertothebuildingoccupantsor
thoseintheproximityofanystructurebecauseofexplosives, explosivefumesorvaporsorthepresence
oftoxicfumes, gasesormaterials, oroperationofdefectiveordangerousequipment, thecodeofficial is
hereby authorizedandempoweredtoorderandrequiretheoccupantstovacatethepremises forthwith.  
Thecodeofficialshallcausetobepostedateachentrancetosuchstructureanoticereadingasfollows:  
ThisStructureIsUnsafeandItsOccupancyHasBeenProhibitedbytheCodeOfficial." Itshallbeunlawful

foranypersontoentersuchstructureexceptforthepurposeofsecuringthestructure, makingtherequired
repairs, removingthehazardousconditionorofdemolishing thesame.    
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Sec. 7-14-20. Temporary safeguards.  

Notwithstanding otherprovisionsofthisCode, whenever, intheopinionofthecodeofficial, thereis
imminentdangerduetoanunsafecondition, thecodeofficialshallorderthenecessaryworktobedone
includingtheboardingupofopenings, torendersuchstructure temporarilysafewhetherornotthelegal
procedurehereindescribedhasbeeninstituted; andshallcausesuchotheractiontobetakenasthecode
officialdeemsnecessarytomeetsuchemergency.   

Sec. 7-14-21. Closing streets.  

Whennecessaryforpublicsafety, thecodeofficialshalltemporarilyclosestructuresandclose, ororder
thecitytoclose, sidewalks, streets, publicwaysandplacesadjacent tounsafestructures, andprohibitthe
samefrombeingutilized.   

Sec. 7-14-22. Emergency repairs.  

Forthepurposesofthissection, thecodeofficialshallemploythenecessarylaborandmaterialstoperform
therequiredworkasexpeditiouslyaspossible.   

Sec. 7-14-23. Costs ofemergency repairs.  

Costsincurredintheperformanceofemergency workshallbepaidbythecityThelegalcounselofthecity
shallinstituteappropriateactionagainsttheownerofthepremisesorowner'sauthorizedagentwherethe
unsafestructureisorwaslocatedfortherecoveryofsuchcosts.   

Sec. 7-14-24. Hearing.  

Anypersonorderedtotakeemergencymeasuresshallcomplywithsuchorderforthwith. Anyproperty
owneraffectedshall, uponpetitiondirectedtotheBoardofAppeals, beaffordedahearingasdescribedin
thisCode.   

Sec. 7-14-25. Notices and orders.  

NoticesandordersshallcomplywithSections7-6-9through7-6-10.   

Sec. 7-14-26. Failure tocomply.  

Iftheownerofapremisesorowner’sauthorizedagentfailstocomplywithademolitionorderwithinthe
timeprescribed, thecodeofficialshallcausethestructuretobedemolishedandremoved, eitherthrough
anavailablepublicagencyorbycontractor arrangementwithprivatepersons, andthecostofsuch
demolitionandremovalshallbechargedagainsttherealestateuponwhichthestructureislocatedand
shallbealienuponsuchrealestate.   

Sec. 7-14-27. Salvage materials.  

Whenanystructurehasbeenordereddemolishedandremoved, thegoverningbodyorotherdesignated
officerundersaidcontractorarrangement aforesaidshallhavetherighttosellthesalvageandvaluable
materials. Thenetproceedsofsuchsale, afterdeductingtheexpensesofsuchdemolitionandremoval,  
shallbepromptlyremittedwithareportofsuchsaleortransaction, includingtheitemsofexpenseandthe
amountsdeducted, forthepersonwhoisentitledsubjecttoanyorderofacourt. Ifsuchasurplusdoesnot
remaintobeturnedover, thereportshallsostate.   
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Sec. 7-14-28. Authority.  

Whenever thecodeofficialfindsanyworkregulatedbythiscodebeingperformedinamannercontraryto
theprovisionsofthisCodeorinadangerousorunsafemanner, thecodeofficialisauthorizedtoissuea
stopworkorder.   

Sec. 7-14-29. Issuance.  

Astopworkordershallbeinwritingandshallbegiventotheowneroftheproperty, totheowner's
authorizedagent, ortothepersondoingthework. Uponissuanceofastopworkorder, thecitedworkshall
immediatelycease. Thestopworkordershallstatethereasonfortheorderandtheconditionsunderwhich
thecitedworkisauthorizedtoresume.   

Sec. 7-14-30. Emergencies.  

Whereanemergencyexists, thecodeofficialshallnotberequiredtogiveawrittennoticepriortostopping
thework.   

Sec. 7-14-31. Failure tocomply.   

Anypersonwhoshallcontinueanyworkafterhavingbeenservedwithastopworkorder, exceptsuchwork
asthatpersonisdirectedtoperformtoremoveaviolationorunsafecondition, shallbeliabletoan
administrative fineof $90.00forallcontractworkarrangedbytheDepartmentofCommunity Development
fortheabatementofapublichealthorsafetyhazard, including, butnotlimitedto, Sections7-11through7- 
12. Theadministration feewillbechargedtotheviolatorinadditiontoallothercostsincurredbythe
departmentabatingthepublichealthandsafetyhazard. Furthermore, anycodeenforcement issuesnot

stresolvedorrepeatedlynon-compliant, thepropertyownerissubjecttocitationsasfollows: 1 occurrence- 
ndrd60, 2 occurrence-$90, 3 occurrence-$120. Failuretocomplyiscommittingamisdemeanor thatis

punishablebyfineupto $1,000.00and/or90daysinjail.  

Section 15.       Chapter 7-15ofTitle7oftheRochester CodeofOrdinances ishereby
created toreadasfollows:  

CHAPTER 7-15. UNSAFE STRUCTURE

Sec. 7-15-1. General.  

Thecodeofficialshallordertheownerorowner'sauthorizedagentofanypremisesuponwhichislocated
anystructureorequipment, whichinthecodeofficial'sorowner'sauthorizedagentjudgmentafterreview
issodeterioratedordilapidatedorhasbecomesooutofrepairastobedangerous, unsafe, insanitaryor
otherwiseunfitforhumanhabitationoroccupancy, andsuchthatitisunreasonable torepairthestructure,  
todemolishandremovesuchstructure; orifsuchstructureiscapableofbeingmadesafebyrepairs, to
repairandmakesafeandsanitary, ortoboardupandholdforfuturerepairortodemolishandremoveat
theowner'soption; orwheretherehasbeenacessationofnormalconstructionofanystructureforaperiod
ofmorethantwoyears, thecodeofficialshallordertheownerorowner'sauthorizedagenttodemolishand
removesuchstructure, orboardupuntilfuturerepair. Boardingthebuildingupforfuturerepairshallnot
extendbeyondoneyear, unlessapprovedbythecodeofficial.  

Sec. 7-15-2. Unsafe structures.  

Anunsafestructureisonethatisfoundtobehazardoustothelife, health, propertyorsafetyofthepublic
ortheoccupantsofthestructurebynotprovidingminimumsafeguardstoprotectorwarnoccupants inthe
eventoffire, orbecausesuchstructurecontainsunsafeequipmentorissodamaged, decayed, dilapidated,  
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structurallyunsafeorofsuchfaultyconstructionorunstablefoundation, thatpartialorcompletecollapseis
possible.   

Sec. 7-15-3. Unsafe equipment.  

Unsafeequipment includesanyboiler, heatingequipment, electricalwiringordevice, flammable liquid
containersorotherequipmentonthepremisesorwithinthestructurewhichisinsuchdisrepairorcondition
thatsuchequipment isahazardtolife, health, propertyorsafetyofthepublicoroccupantsofthepremises
orstructure.   

Sec. 7-15-4. Structure unfit forhuman occupancy.  

Astructureisunfitforhumanoccupancy wheneverthecodeofficialfindsthatsuchstructureisunsafe,  
unlawfulor, becauseofthedegreetowhichthestructureisindisrepairorlacksmaintenance, isunsanitary,  
verminorratinfested, containsfilthandcontamination, orlacksventilation, illumination, sanitaryorheating
facilitiesorotheressentialequipment requiredbythisCode, orbecausethelocationofthestructure
constitutesahazardtotheoccupantsofthestructureortothepublic.   

Sec. 7-15-5. Unlawful structure.  

Anunlawfulstructureisonefoundinwholeorinparttobeovercrowded ifoccupiedbymorepersonsthan
permittedunderthisCode, orwaserected, alteredoroccupiedcontrarytolaw.   

Sec. 7-15-6. Hazardous structure orpremises.  

ForthisCode, anystructureorpremisesthathasanyoralltheconditionsordefectsdescribedbelowshall
beconsidered dangerous:   

1. Anydoor, aisle, passageway, stairway, exitorothermeansofegressthatdoesnotconformtothe
approvedbuildingorfirecodeofthecityasrelatedtotherequirements forexistingbuildings.  

2. Thewalkingsurfaceofanyaisle, passageway, stairway, exitorothermeansofegressissowarped,  
wornloose, tornorotherwiseunsafeastonotprovidesafeandadequatemeansofegress.  

3. Anyportionofabuilding, structureorappurtenance thathasbeendamagedbyfire, earthquake, wind,  
flood, deterioration, neglect, abandonment, vandalismorbyanyothercausetosuchanextentthatit
islikelytopartiallyorcompletelycollapse, ortobecomedetachedordislodged.   

4. Anyportionofabuilding, oranymember, appurtenanceorornamentation ontheexteriorthereofthat
isnotofsufficientstrengthorstability, orisnotsoanchored, attachedorfastenedinplacetobe
capableofresistingnaturalorartificial loadsofoneandone-halftheoriginaldesignedvalue.   

5. Thebuildingorstructure, orpartofthebuildingorstructure, becauseofdilapidation, deterioration,  
decay, faultyconstruction, theremovalormovementofsomeportionofthegroundnecessaryforthe
support, orforanyotherreason, islikelytopartiallyorcompletely collapse, orsomeportionofthe
foundationorunderpinning ofthebuildingorstructureislikelytofailorgiveway.   

6. Thebuildingorstructure, oranyportion, isclearlyunsafeforitsuseandoccupancy.  
7. Thebuildingorstructureisneglected, damaged, dilapidated, unsecuredorabandonedtobecomean

attractivenuisancetochildrenwhomightplayinthebuildingorstructuretotheirdanger, becomesa
harborforvagrants, criminalsorimmoralpersons, orenablespersonstoresorttothebuildingor
structureforcommittinganuisanceoranunlawfulact.  

8. Anybuildingorstructurehasbeenconstructed, existsormaintained inviolationofanyspecific
requirementsorprohibition applicable.  

9. Abuildingorstructure, usedorintendedtobeusedfordwellingpurposes, becauseofinadequate
maintenance, dilapidation, decay, damage, faultyconstructionorarrangement, inadequate light,  
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ventilation, mechanicalorplumbingsystem, orotherwise, isdeterminedbytheCodeofficialtobe
unsanitary, unfitforhumanhabitationorinsuchaconditionthatislikelytocausesicknessordisease.  

10. Anybuildingorstructure, becauseofalackofsufficientorproperfire-resistance-ratedconstruction,  
fireprotectionsystems, electricalsystem, fuelconnections, mechanicalsystem, plumbingsystemor
othercause, isdeterminedbythecodeofficialtobeathreattolifeorhealth.  

11. Anyportionofabuildingremainsonasiteafterthedemolitionordestructionofthebuildingorstructure
orwheneveranybuildingorstructureisabandonedtoconstitutesuchbuildingorportionthereofas
anattractivenuisanceorhazardtothepublic.  

Sec. 7-15-7. Authority todisconnect service utilities.  

Thecodeofficialshallhavetheauthoritytoauthorizedisconnectionofutilityservicetothebuilding,  
structureorsystemregulatedbythisCodeandthereferencedcodesandstandardssetforthinSection7- 
15-6incaseofemergencywherenecessarytoeliminateanimmediatehazardtolifeorpropertyorwhere
suchutilityconnectionhasbeenmadewithoutapproval. Thecodeofficialshallnotifytheservingutilityand,  
wheneverpossible, theownerorowner’sauthorizedagentandoccupantofthebuilding, structureorservice
systemofthedecisiontodisconnectpriortotakingsuchaction. Ifnotnotifiedpriortodisconnection the
owner, owner'sauthorizedagentoroccupantofthebuildingstructureorservicesystemshallbenotifiedin
writingassoonaspractical.   

Sec. 7-15-8. Notice.  

Whenever thecodeofficialhascondemnedastructureorequipmentundertheprovisionsofthissection,  
noticeshallbepostedinavisibleplaceinoraboutthestructureaffectedbysuchnoticeandservedonthe
owner, owner'sauthorizedagentorthepersonorpersonsresponsible forthestructureorequipment in
accordancewithSection7-6-9.  

1. Ifthenoticepertainstoequipment, itshallbeplacedonthecondemnedequipment. Thenotice
shallbeintheformprescribedinSection7-6-10.  

Sec. 7-15-9. Placarding.  

Uponfailureoftheowner, owner'sauthorizedagentorpersonresponsibletocomplywiththenotice
provisionswithinthetimegiven, thecodeofficialshallpostonthepremisesorondefectiveequipmenta
placardbearingtheword "Condemned" andastatementofthepenaltiesprovidedforoccupyingthe
premises, operating theequipmentorremoving theplacard.  

Sec. 7-15-10. Placard removal.  

Thecodeofficialshallremovethecondemnationplacardwhenever thedefectordefectsuponwhichthe
condemnation andplacardingactionwerebasedhavebeeneliminated. Anypersonwhodefacesor
removesacondemnation placardwithoutthewrittenapprovalofthecodeofficialiscommittinga
misdemeanor thatispunishablebyfineupto $1,000.00and/or90daysinjail.   

Sec. 7-15-11. Prohibited occupancy.  

Anyoccupiedstructurecondemnedandplacardedbythecodeofficialshallbevacatedasorderedbythe
codeofficial. Anypersonwhoshalloccupyplacardedpremisesorshalloperateplacardedequipment, and
anyowner, owner'sauthorizedagentorpersonresponsible forthepremiseswhoshallletanyoneoccupy
placardedpremisesoroperateplacardedequipmentshallbeliableforthepenaltiesprovidedbythiscode. 
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Section 16. Thisordinance shallbecome effective onAugust1, 2026.   

PASSED ANDADOPTED BYTHECOMMON COUNCIL OFTHECITYOF

ROCHESTER, MINNESOTA, THIS __________ DAYOF _______________, 2026.  

PRESIDENT OFSAIDCOMMON COUNCIL

ATTEST:  __________________________  
CITY CLERK

APPROVED THIS _____ DAYOF ______________________, 2026.  

MAYOR OFSAIDCITY

SealoftheCityof
Rochester, Minnesota)  
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